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2022 CRPD Committee 26th Session 
7 March 2022
Update on the work of UNHCR in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities  
Chair, distinguished members of the Committee, 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, would like to thank the Committee for this opportunity to provide an update on our work in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities living in forced displacement and situations of statelessness.  
Based on latest estimates, 12 million people with disabilities are part of the 82.4 million forcibly displaced by persecution, violence, war, and human rights violations. These figures will be dramatically increased this year with the situation we are witnessing in Europe, not forgetting ongoing conflicts that have been extended over a decade.
UNHCR continues to monitor the rights of persons with disabilities across its mandate and would like to share four key areas of concern with the Committee. 
First, UNHCR calls for timely and efficient identification of persons with disabilities in situations of crisis and conflict. UNHCR works to ensure that all operations collect and use data disaggregated by age, sex, and disability. To that end, UNHCR has incorporated the Washington Group Short Set Questions as of 2021 in registration systems and continues to promote their use among partners and Member States, encouraging national Statistical Bureaus to also collect and share refugee data disaggregated by disability. Identification of displaced persons with disabilities lays the ground for their protection.
Second, UNHCR recognizes that persons with disabilities face barriers to accessing protection, assistance, and solutions, and works to systematically address these barriers across all areas of programming. These efforts include working together with persons with disabilities as agents of change at a national, regional and global level, as reflected in UNHCR’s partnership with the International Disability Alliance. Additional join efforts with Member States require the need to assess and improve the accessibility of reception facilities and information on asylum procedures. Shelters, accommodation facilities and information should be made accessible for asylum-seekers and refugees with diverse disabilities, ages and genders, acknowledging that women and girls with disabilities are often encountering additional risks and barriers. 
Third, to achieve these results, ongoing capacity building is key. UNHCR calls Member States to ensure that all Government entities involved in immigration enforcement are adequately trained to actively identify persons with disabilities and international protection needs, and to identify and facilitate support required in navigating procedures on an equal basis with others. For that purpose, UNHCR has made available guidance and training materials on the inclusion of persons with disabilities that can be accessed in our website. 
Finally, we would like to call to the need to ensure that migrants, asylum-seekers, and refugees with disabilities have adequate access to basic services, including health and mental health services. We have witnessed positive practices in this regard in EU and African countries through the facilitation of access to national protection schemes addressed to national persons with disabilities for refugees with disabilities. We commend Member States taking these measures and offer our support to additional Member States willing to follow these practices.

We thank the Committee for the opportunity to present on these recent developments and initiatives, and we look forward to our continued collaboration with you to advance the promotion and protection of the rights of all persons with disabilities. 
Thank you. 
Ricardo Pla Cordero
Protection Officer – Disability 
UNHCR
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