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I. Organization Information
1. The Active and Social Participation for Women's Rights and Peace (PAS) organization was created in 1984 as a result of the need to organize Venezuelan women to achieve their political, economic, social, and cultural participation; to fight against gender discrimination, and to achieve their inclusion in the historical processes of our country.
2. The mission of the PAS is to conquer the organizational and participation spaces that serve to promote, disseminate, and consolidate the actions of women based on unity of action and organic within the concept of class struggle and equality, with a gender orientation.
3. To achieve the inclusion of women in the struggles of the peoples for the conquest of political power. Likewise, to promote actions based on peace in the world, solidarity, and support for women who fight for independence, sovereignty, social justice, and self-determination of their peoples, against imperialism as an oppressive and warring force that opposes the development, political, economic and social independence of nations.
4. The Women’s International Democratic Federation (WIDF) is an international, non-governmental organization founded in Paris at the International Congress of Women, held from November 26 to December 1, 1945. It was one of the founding organizations (1949) of the World Peace Council. The WIDF obtained consultative status in 1972. For many years, it has actively promoted and participated in meetings convened by different UN bodies in their relationship with women, but also with the rights of children and adolescents; and, in issues related to peace, national independence, and the sovereignty of peoples; all aspects that are in the spirit of its basic objectives. The WIDF is made up of 120 affiliated organizations from 124 countries. One of these organizations is Active and Social Participation for Women's Rights and Peace, which joined the FDIM in 1985, to articulate with women's organizations around the world and contribute to the united promotion of the objective of our Federation. PAS is a national organization made up of 300 women.
II. Indigenous and Afro-descendant women situation (arts. 2 and 5)
5. Below are the considerations of PAS-WIDF regarding the advances in rights that benefit the racialized population of Venezuela, with an emphasis on women. The Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela provides in its articles 21 and 89 the prevention and elimination of discrimination in all its forms. These articles indicate that all people are equal before the law, in this way, from the Magna Carta, vulnerable groups are protected from the loss of their rights in different areas of life. Additionally, Venezuela has a legal framework composed of various laws that aim to eliminate racial discrimination. 
6. The Health Act, in its article 3, which establishes the criteria for the application of health services and on the basis of the principle of Universality, which in other words indicates that the protection of the health of all inhabitants is guaranteed without any discrimination. Likewise, the Labor, and Workers Act establishes in its Article 21 the principle of non-discrimination, prohibiting exclusion, distinction, preference, or restriction in access and working conditions, based on, among other reasons, race.
7. The Political Parties Act, which in its article 5 invites political parties to guarantee in their statute’s democratic methods in their orientation and political action, but also establishes that said organizations may not discriminate against their members for religious reasons, social status, sex or race.
8. Lastly, during the review period of this Committee, the Partial Reform of the Act Against Racial Discrimination was approved, published in Official Gazette number 6,657 Extraordinary dated October 28, 2021, which establishes the appropriate mechanisms to prevent, address, eradicate, and punish racial discrimination in any of its manifestations, guaranteeing all persons and groups of persons the enjoyment and exercise of their rights and duties enshrined in the Constitution, laws, treaties, pacts and international conventions relating to human rights, signed and ratified by the Republic. 
9. In legal matters related to Indigenous peoples, progress has been made in building a legal framework in line with the postulates of the Constitution, which seeks to protect the rights of the Indigenous population and is compatible with the commitments made by the State through various international human rights instruments. This set of laws includes the Demarcation and Guarantee of Habitat and Lands of Indigenous Peoples Act; Partial Regulations of the Identification Act, for the Identification of Indigenous Peoples; the Indigenous Peoples and Communities Act; the Indigenous Languages Act; Partial Reform of the Indigenous Languages Act; the Cultural Heritage of Indigenous Peoples and Communities Act; the Indigenous Artisan Act; and Act 81, Act Approving the Constitutive Agreement of the Fund for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
10. We celebrate the progress of the Venezuelan State in its policies to guarantee the effective protection of the rights of indigenous peoples and prevent discrimination against them, among which we would like to highlight the Ministry of Popular Power for Indigenous Peoples, the General Directorate of Indigenous, Intercultural Health and Complementary Therapies of the Ministry of Popular Power for Health, in addition to the specialized agencies of Public Defense, the Public Prosecutor's Office, the Judiciary and the Ombudsman's Office.
11. We would like to highlight the great work of the General Directorate of Indigenous, Intercultural Health and Complementary Therapies, which provides culturally oriented medical care to the country's Indigenous Peoples. We also celebrate the census of traditional indigenous midwives as an expression of culturally oriented health policies. However, we believe it is necessary to point out that maternal mortality in the federal entities where the majority of Indigenous communities live is high, so the plans being implemented must include a multiethnic and multicultural vision, ensure that communities beyond the population centers have quality care and follow-up, encourage community participation in the follow-up and support of pregnant women and guarantee care services following the needs of women. We suggest that the State publish maternal mortality indicators promptly, to generate policies and implement actions aimed at solving the problem. 
12. Furthermore, we believe that both the legislative and executive branches must take measures to guarantee the full enjoyment of women's sexual and reproductive rights. Therefore, we urge the Venezuelan State to join a large number of women's organizations, social movements, and other social organizations, to advance the legalization of the interruption of pregnancy, recognizing it as a sexual right of women, as well as the recognition of sexual diversity.
13. We support the observations and recommendations made by the Ombudsman's Office to the Draft Partial Reform of the Act Against Racial Discrimination, specifically Article 17 on the Education System, which proposes the inclusion of content related to training in awareness-raising against racism, endo-racism, colonialism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance.
14. We celebrate the creation of the National Council of Afro-descendant Communities created in 2012 to promote equality, inclusion, justice, equity, full social integration, and the integral development of Afro-descendant communities through projects and public policies, in which various government bodies participate as well as the Network of Afro-Venezuelan Associations.
15. We highlight the entry into operation of the National Institute of Indigenous Languages, created in the application of the Law on Indigenous Languages. This is an agency attached to the Ministry of Popular Power for Education, intending to implement policies and activities aimed at the protection, defense, promotion, preservation, development, study, research, dissemination and appropriate use of indigenous languages. We celebrate the initiative of this Institute to promote and disseminate the linguistic diversity of our indigenous peoples through the workshops they have held. We believe that the dissemination of the various languages ​​should not be limited to the states in which the indigenous peoples are located, but to the entire national territory, offering as an option a language other than Spanish in the country's Educational System. 
16. We celebrate the creation of the Presidential Council of the Popular Government for Indigenous Peoples, to strengthen the participation mechanisms of this sector of the population. This Council elected its spokespersons in 325 assemblies in which 15,985 representatives of the different indigenous peoples participated. In 2019, 47,917 communal councils were registered throughout the country, of which 2,626 represented Indigenous communities and peoples, along with 1,569 Indigenous spokespersons.
17. In electoral matters, during the month of November 2021, elections were held for Indigenous representation in the State Legislative Councils and Municipal Councils, in which the National Electoral Council considered ancestral practices and customs when preparing the Special Regulations for Indigenous Representation for that year, which established the schedule, procedures for participation, types of nominations, election system, distribution and state Indigenous electoral constituencies. 
18. Concerning legal and illegal mining and how it affects indigenous peoples, especially those located in the states of Amazonas, Bolívar, and Zulia, we celebrate the creation of the Presidential Commission for Ecosocialist Development and the Protection of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Mining Activities, which among its objectives includes safeguarding the rights of indigenous peoples and ensuring that their protection is a substantive component of all ecosocialist development plans for mining activities. However, we believe that the efforts made so far are not sufficient to guarantee the life of these peoples in these regions. The pollution inherent to the mining process, added to the various criminal organizations that tend to arise in mining areas, affect the development of these communities, as well as the guarantee of a healthy and full life, forcing migration to these towns on several occasions. The recognition of these lands as indigenous territory must be guaranteed and protected more efficiently and effectively by the state security agencies. 
19. Unfortunately, this forced migration, the failure to guarantee and protect the rights of Indigenous peoples in areas where mining is practiced, increases the risk of these populations being trafficked, especially the women, girls, and children of our Indigenous peoples. This is a situation of permanent concern for our organization, the Venezuelan State must act in this regard, these international mafias usually recruit the youngest and most vulnerable population and in the current socioeconomic context, cases of human trafficking tend to increase.
20. For PAS-WIDF, the installation in 2022 of the Commission for the Clarification of Historical Truth, Justice, and Reparation on Colonial Domination and its Consequences is of great importance. Following the installation of this commission, 19 lines of research have been generated on the subject of Afro-Latin American Identity and Reparations for the Slavery and Colonization of Afro Peoples. 
21. Despite the State's progress in terms of racial discrimination, we believe that it is still necessary to promote greater inclusion and recognition of the racial diversity of Venezuela. The conditions in which many Indigenous communities currently live must improve; access to services of a different nature for the majority of Indigenous peoples is limited. It is necessary to promote and facilitate the access of Venezuelan indigenous youth to university training plans, to improve the conditions of their communities. Respecting ancestral knowledge and recognizing its value for the development of the nation, it is essential to work hand in hand with Indigenous communities and peoples to advance in the construction of a nation free of discrimination. 
22. Finally, we would like to highlight the impact that the unilateral coercive measures imposed by the United States of America have had on the daily life of the Venezuelan people, and fundamentally on indigenous peoples. These measures affect the entire population, preventing the acquisition of supplies necessary for health care, as well as food, a situation that is aggravated in indigenous communities and peoples due to their difficult-to-access location in the national territory.
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