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Child Rights Connect statement
Opening of the 81st session of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
13 May 2019
Distinguished members of the Committee, dear OHCHR colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to address the Committee at the opening of the 81st session on behalf of The Child Rights Connect secretariat and its members. Since the last session, many positive things have happened which I would like to draw your attention to:
1. The Annual Day on the Rights of the Child which led to the resolution “Empowerment of children with disabilities for the enjoyment of their rights, including through inclusive education”, was instrumental in bringing together children’s rights defenders and Disabled Persons Organisations. Child participation was a key component to the Annual Day, through the principles adopted in the resolution and the participation of child rights advocate Dumitrita from Moldova. She is only the second child rights advocate ever to sit on the Annual Day panel and this sets a positive precedent for child participation within the UN system. 

2. The 40th session of the Human Rights Council has also been a turning point in the history of the recognition of children as human rights defenders as well as an indicator of the positive impact of the 2018 Day of General Discussion. Child Rights Connect and its members lobbied for and secured the paragraph which calls for States “to provide a safe and empowering context for initiatives organized by youth and children to defend human rights relating to the environment”. We welcome the Committee’s subsequent press release in this regard and its support to the school climate strike movement. 

3. In addition, child participation has also now been successfully included in the UPR process with the experience of Erka and Leo, two children from Albania who participated in the UPR pre-session, representing 1,500 children who jointly developed a child-led report for the UPR of Albania. They, along with other groups of children, will be reviewing the child-friendly Guide on the UPR which Child Rights Connect and UPR-Info will launch at the end of the year. 

4. Finally, Child Rights Connect celebrated the 5th anniversary of OPIC by organizing a meeting which, for the first time, saw Member States, UN agencies and civil society organizations meet collectively to discuss common strategies towards universal ratification and effective implementation of the Third Optional Protocol. We will share the outcome report of this meeting with you soon. 


[image: O:\COMMUNICATION\Logos\ChildRightsConnectLogos_ForScreen\CRC-logo-web.jpg]

These are positives advancements, particularly in the year of the 30th anniversary of the CRC. Nevertheless, members of Child Rights Connect, across all regions, are reporting increased challenges that many children’s rights NGOs and coalitions are facing. These include shrinking civil society space and serious threats, such as media campaigns with misinformation and propaganda explicitly against children’s rights. 

Child Rights Connect is also extremely concerned that the work of the Committee is under threat with its third session this year in jeopardy due to the delays in the payments of UN membership contributions by Member States. This concern goes beyond the Committee session and affects the UN system as a whole. Child Rights Connect and its members urge States to continue to support the work of the United Nations through their contributions and to ensure that its work in the protection and promotion of human rights continues.

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to the following upcoming initiatives:    

1. The adoption of the DGD outcome report by the Committee and the DGD follow-up meeting that Child Rights Connect is organizing on 14 of June;

2. The publication of the UNICEF and Child Rights Connect child friendly version of the CRC;

3. The first ever consultations with children to inform the OHCHR child rights report to the 2019 High Level Political Forum;

4. Last but by no means least, in conjunction with the 30th anniversary, Child Rights Connect is in the process of concluding a comprehensive study on the global status of CRC reporting which looks at the engagement of States parties, civil society and children in the CRC reporting cycle. 

 
Child Rights Connect looks forward to discussing more in-depth with the Committee about this and more during the session and we thank you for your kind attention. 
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