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BRIEFING ON QATAR FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
75th session, May – June 2017
From the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, April 2017
This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment in Qatar in light of the combined third and fourth periodic report of the state party to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. In Qatar, corporal punishment of children is still lawful in the home, in alternative care and day care settings, in schools and as a sentence for a crime.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Qatar’s third and fourth periodic report, will recommend that all corporal punishment of children be explicitly prohibited in the Children’s Bill, in the home and in all other settings, and that the Children’s Bill be enacted and implemented as a matter of priority.


1 Qatar’s report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
1.1 [bookmark: _GoBack]Qatar’s combined third and fourth periodic report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child addresses to the Committee’s previous recommendation – to prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings – by referring to a 2010 amendment on the prohibition of torture. The report also addresses corporal punishment in schools, pointing to Ministerial Decisions which promote positive discipline and instruct the avoidance of “the use of non-pedagogical methods, including all forms of physical and psychological abuse, to address misconduct of all types”.[footnoteRef:1] However this is policy, not law, and none of the above-mentioned laws and policies explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children. The near universal acceptance of corporal punishment in “disciplining” children necessitates clarity in law that no degree or kind of such punishment is acceptable or lawful. [1:  24 June 2016, CRC/C/QAT/3-4, Third/fourth report, pars. 197, 198 and 350] 

1.2 We welcome the announced progress towards the adoption of the Children’s Bill. We hope the Committee will remind the state party of its obligation to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in legislation and recommend that a ban of corporal punishment be included in the Children’s Bill.
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