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The IAPDA seeks to promote for peace and sustainable development all over the world. The IAPDA works to counter hatred, violence and extremism and to work side by side with the UN mechanism and other affective institutions all over the world. The IAPDA follows its vision by networking in order to mobilize efforts, cooperation and integration. IAPD goals are Promote respecting human rights and strengthening communication with international mechanisms to protect human rights and Support UN, international and regional bodies in achieving sustainable development goals 2030. 




Preamble:
The International Alliance for Peace and Development (IAPD) in Geneva presents this report, in the context of its interest in promoting and encouraging respect for all human rights around the world, especially the African continent and the violations it suffers, particularly with regard to migrant workers and the issue of migration. This report sheds light on the rights of migrants in Nigeria, under the challenges posed by insecurity and terrorist attacks carried out by Boko Haram militants in some areas, as well as the efforts made by the state party to the treaty.
This, in conjunction with the convening of the 32nd Session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, regarding the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families of 1990, to be held from 30 March to 9 April. Nigeria has ratified the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers on July 27, 2009.
Nigeria is among the top migrant-receiving countries in Africa, and according to the latest unofficial statistics, the net migration rate for Nigeria was 1,240,000 in 2017.[footnoteRef:1] And although it was estimated there were approximately 2.2 million internally displaced people within the country[footnoteRef:2], Nigeria is making every effort to address this issue; yet, it faces many challenges. [1:  Pew research center , global attitudes& trends, international migrants by country , January  , 30.2019 https://www.pewresearch.org/global/interactives/international-migrants-by-country/]  [2:  Plan international uk : The trafficking of Girls and young women in Nigeria , 2019 https://plan-uk.org/file/plan-trafficking-report-nigeria-v3pdf/download?token=rPTSwmab] 

First: The Measures Taken by the State to Implement the Convention:
Nigeria has implemented a number of legislative measures, enacting the amended Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition), Enforcement and Administration Act of 2015, and the Immigration Law in the same year. Furthermore, in May 2015, Nigeria adopted a National Migration Policy and its implementation framework, and in October 2014, it adopted a National Policy on Employment Migration and its action plan[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Federal ministry of  labour  , The Resources are the list of Federal Ministry of Labour and Employment downloadable documents https://labour.gov.ng/resources/ ] 

In 2017, the National Executive Regulation for the Unification of Legal Frameworks approved the Implementation of the Immigration Act, 2015 aiming at consolidating existing immigration policy within the country. The National Employment Policy was also issued in 2017, and in 2019, the Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) released guidelines (The Guideline) for migrants e-registration.[footnoteRef:4] On 19 September 2019, the Nigeria Immigration Service presented the National Border Management Strategy and Action Plan in Abuja, Nigeria, for Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  Mondaq, Nigeria: e-registration  process for migrants in Nigeria December 18 , 2019 : http://www.mondaq.com/Nigeria/x/876420/general+immigration/PreRegistration+Process+For+Migrants+In+Nigeria]  [5:  Iom, international organization for migration :  New Nigerian Border Strategy Aims to Enhance National Security and Ensure Protection of Migrants’ Rights September 2019 https://rodakar.iom.int/news/new-nigerian-border-strategy-aims-enhance-national-security-and-ensure-protection-migrants%E2%80%99] 

Second: The Nigeria Government Enhances Internal Immigration
The Nigeria Immigration Service, in cooperation with international organizations and civil society organizations,[footnoteRef:6] has launched a Safe Migration Campaign targeting border communities, to educate and sensitize Nigerians regarding the process of safe immigration and help reduce trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants, at the border regions of Nigeria. [6:  Iom, international organization for migration :  Safe Migration Campaign Targets Border Communities in Nigeria and Benin , December 5, 2019 https://nigeria.iom.int/news/safe-migration-campaign-targets-border-communities-nigeria-and-benin] 

Additionally, NIS has officially launched its new Migration Information and Data Analysis System (MIDAS) at the International Airport of Abuja. The Abuja Airport is the second busiest airport in Nigeria, serving approximately five million passengers annually. The MIDAS system facilitates immigration entry into the country and enables border officials to gather statistical information more rapidly and professionally.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Iom, international organization for migration : Nigeria Immigration Service, IOM Launch Border Management Information System at Largest Airport to Date November 11, 2019  https://www.iom.int/news/nigeria-immigration-service-iom-launch-border-management-information-system-largest-airport] 

In cooperation with international organizations, Nigeria has continued to give more attention to migrants’ health care facilities, opening a new medical center and a laboratory in the Nigerian city of Lagos, to provide health assessment and enhance public health of migrants.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Iom, international organization for migration Healthy Migrants in Healthy Communities: New Migration Health Assessment Facilities Open in Lagos, Nigeria September 06, 2019:https://nigeria.iom.int/news/healthy-migrants-healthy-communities-new-migration-health-assessment-facilities-open-lagos] 

Some of Nigeria’s government agencies have also participated in the training process organized by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), with the aim of enabling the government to monitor and assess the impact of the voluntary return of Nigerian migrants and how to integrate them into society.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Iom, international organization for migration : Nigeria Immigration Service, IOM Launch Border Management Information System at Largest Airport to Date April 17, 2019  https://nigeria.iom.int/news/trainers-build-capacity-monitor-and-evaluate-voluntary-return-and-reintegration-programme] 

Third: The Deficiency of National Legislation
Although Nigeria is trying to incorporate the articles of the Convention into its legislative framework through issuing the Immigration Act, 2015, there are limitations because of some loose articles developed by legislator. Such articles include Article (18), which stipulated in Paragraph (B) of “prohibited immigrants” that any person suffering from any form of mental disorder is barred from entering Nigeria and shall be deported,[footnoteRef:10] in apparent contravention of Article (7) of the Convention, on non-discrimination in rights. The convention Nigeria has ratified is legally binding the country to amend the articles opposing the context of the convention's work. [10:  Immigration act -law of Nigeria : https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.pdf] 

In addition to the limitations of the Nigerian Immigration Act, 2015 in the application of due process guarantees for migrant workers and members of their families, the Immigration Act 2015 did not include any procedural guarantees on detention and expulsion, despite the fact that Article (6) of the Nigerian Constitution guaranteed to all persons civil and political rights, including the right to litigation, protection procedures, etc.[footnoteRef:11], contrary to Article 16 of the relevant Convention on "freedom for migrant workers and personal safety" and also paragraph 7 of that aforementioned article regarding the arrest or the remand of a migrant worker or his family members. This will cause concern about the situation of unaccompanied migrant children upon their arrival in Nigeria. [11:  Constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria 1999 : http://www.nigeria-law.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm] 

In addition to the limitation of Act No. 13, 2010 on awards, that has mentioned nothing, in any of its articles, about compensation for migrant workers' work-related injury[footnoteRef:12], in contravention of Article 83 of the Convention, which affirmed that the state party to the Convention must ensure effective remedies for any person whose rights are violated. [12:  Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Second Alteration) Act of November 29, 2010 https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/13814] 

Despite the efforts made by the State party to the Convention, it has not take into account all the shortcomings and limitations previously mentioned in the regulation issued in 2017 on the unification of legal frameworks in the Implementation of the Immigration Act, 2015 aiming at consolidating existing immigration policy within the country.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Mondaq, Nigeria: e-registration  process for migrants in Nigeria December 18 , 2019 : http://www.mondaq.com/Nigeria/x/876420/general+immigration/PreRegistration+Process+For+Migrants+In+Nigeria] 

Fourth: The Absence of an Effective Practice for Implementing the Convention
Although Nigeria issued a national immigration policy in 2015 and its implementation plan in cooperation with the International Labor Organization (ILO), which provides a legal framework for monitoring and organizing internal and international migration and collecting and disseminating deportation data properly, it has not yet issued a statistical report including deportation data.
As to the state’s efforts regarding the procedures of employing foreigners and protecting them against fraud, it has not released any information yet in this regard, although the latest unofficial statistic published in 2018 proved that the internal and external migration rate is 32.33%, children and youth make up about 40% of all immigrants and 52% of them are female.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Pew research center , global attitudes& trends, international migrants by country , January  , 30.2019 https://www.pewresearch.org/global/interactives/international-migrants-by-country/] 

 The Nigeria Immigration Service has also released guidelines (The Guideline) for migrants’ e-registration, stressing that non- Nigerian citizens are denied from using that site to register their data. However, persons under the age of eighteen, diplomats and persons staying in Nigeria is less than 90 days, are excluded from that condition. This means that all foreigners, other than those excluded, who travel to Nigeria under a temporary work permit, on a tourist or business visa and plant to stay in Nigeria for more than 90 days, are required to register. And despite the protection procedures pursued by the state, those guidelines have given recruitment agencies registration authority, causing limitations in the protection of migrants' rights, which is a conflict in neutrality and credibility of the work of those companies and a failure of the state to regulate the work of employment agencies sectors.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Mondaq, Nigeria: e-registration  process for migrants in Nigeria December 18 , 2019 : http://www.mondaq.com/Nigeria/x/876420/general+immigration/PreRegistration+Process+For+Migrants+In+Nigeria] 

Fifth: The State’s Failure to Protect Immigrants and their Families
Since 2015, north-eastern Nigeria has witnessed an increase in violence and killings by armed groups, leading to a major humanitarian crisis, as the intensification of terrorist attacks has caused public insecurity for long periods of time, in violations of human rights, according to Nigeria 2019-2021 Humanitarian Response Plan. It is indicated, according to this plan, that there is a large-scale movements of migrants, estimated by 10,000 internally displaced people (IDPs), due to terrorist attacks carried out between January and June 2019.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Iom, international organization for migration (iom) north-est Nigeria update june2019https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/situation_reports/file/iom_northeast_nigeria_update_jan_to_jun_2019.pdf] 

In addition, Boko Haram militias[footnoteRef:17] are executing civilians, aid workers and infrastructure workers, most of whom are foreigners. According to Article 2 of the Convention, the term migrant worker refers to a person engaging in a remunerated activity in a state of which he is not a national, and therefore it is Nigeria's responsibility to provide protection for migrant workers forced to flee persecution and violence taking place continuously in north-eastern Nigeria. [17:  United Nation Secretary-General : Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on Nigeria , December 24 ,  2019 https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2019-12-24/statement-attributable-the-spokesman-for-the-secretary-general-nigeria] 

Recommendations:
· We recommend Nigeria to consider issuing the two declarations stipulated in Articles 76 and 77 of the Convention and recognize the competence of the Committee to receive and study communications submitted by state parties to the Convention and individuals regarding violations of the rights of migrants and members of their families under the Convention.
· The State party is obliged to adhere to the procedural system of submitting timely reports and responding to the list of issues in accordance with Article 73 of the Convention.
· Amending the Immigration Act, 2015 in accordance with the framework of Article 84 of the Convention.
· It is a must to develop a clear and flexible information system to address issues relating to immigration and migrants in accordance with Article 65 of the Convention.
· Intensifying efforts in providing health care services to migrants and their families, and strengthening cooperation with civil society organizations and providing them with assistance through offering effective training mechanisms for dealing with migrant issues.
· Issuing statistics on the number of migrants targeted by terrorist operations and including them in its report submitted to the committee.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Providing resources and legal support mechanisms enhancing internal migration, in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
image1.png
International Alliance for Peace and Development




