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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the Concluding Observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State Report

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

The Dominican Republic ratified the CRPD and its Optional Protocol on 18 August 2009.

State Report

References to persons with disabilities in the State report:

18.
In the above-mentioned law, it is established that the act of submitting a person to torture or acts of barbarity will be punished by imprisonment for between 10 and 15 years; the term of imprisonment may be up to 30 years in cases where the crimes are committed against children, elderly or infirm persons, persons with disabilities or pregnant women, among others.

Institutional measures

159.
The Dominican Republic, through various institutions, has carried out a series of measures to protect the rights of children in accordance with article 24 of the Covenant.

160. The National Council for Children and Adolescents (CONANI), which was reconfigured in 2004 in line with Act No. 136-03, has carried out the following three programmes on behalf of children: 

…

 (c)
The Ángeles Centre run by CONANI is a professional intervention strategy designed to assist children and adolescents who have a serious disability and are living in extreme poverty in the Dominican Republic. Its mission is to provide comprehensive quality care for children and adolescents with serious disabilities based on a human rights- oriented approach that involves the family and the community.

169.
The aforementioned law establishes that the civil service shall be governed by the principles of personal merit, equal access to the civil service, job stability for career civil servants, salary equity and the option to have recourse to the Dispute Tribunal. Although the law lacks a cross-cutting gender perspective and is written in language that does not give visibility to women, two aspects should be highlighted as representing positive steps towards eliminating gender-based discrimination:

(a)
One of the principles governing the civil service under this law is equality of access to that service, which is defined as the universal right to have access to civil service posts and opportunities based solely on personal merit, without discrimination on the basis of gender, disability or other grounds;

List of Issues 

8. ¿Qué acciones y decisiones se han tomado para proteger los derechos de hombres y mujeres con discapacidad, así como su plena participación e inclusión en la sociedad?

IDA suggested Recommendations :

Articles 2 and 26

· Adopt legal measures which explicitly prohibit disability-based discrimination, including the denial of reasonable accommodation (see Article 5 on non-discrimination, CRPD)
· Take urgent measures to ensure the collection of disaggregated data on persons with disabilities in order to develop targeted policies and programmes to promote their equal opportunities of participation in society.
Articles 3 and 7

· Address the heightened risk for women and children with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence and abuse, and adopt urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and children with disabilities.
Articles 7 and 9
· Take steps to remove children with disabilities from institutions and to develop community based services and support to ensure that families can care for their children at home.  
Articles 2, 7, 10 and 26
· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, are based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law. Ensure that reproductive health services are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that all non-consensual treatment, including that for which consent is given by a third party, is not permitted by law.
Article 16

· Reform the law in accordance with Article 16, ICCPR and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of persons with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify any person from exercising his or her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned. (See also report of Special Rapporteur on Torture, 28 July 2008, A/63/175, paras 73 and 44)
ANNEX- Disability references in Concluding Observations with respect to Dominican Republic

CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2008, CRC/C/DOM/CO/2
58.
The Committee notes that the programmes and initiatives for children with disabilities, including the funding of special education centres for children with disabilities, have led to relatively high attendance rates in some provinces, but is concerned at the availability of services in other provinces, inter alia San Juan de la Maguana and San Jose de Ocoa. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that the capacities of many children with disabilities are not promoted in an appropriate way and that these children are not included in the regular educational system to the extent possible. The Committee is also concerned at the high number of children with disabilities living in institutions, which may result from insufficient support for parents who would like to care for their child at home.
59.
The Committee recommends that the State party, take into account general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9) and
(a) Ensure the implementation of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, contained in General Assembly resolution 48/96; 
(b) Strengthen efforts to ensure the right to education of children with disabilities to the maximum extent possible everywhere in the Dominican Republic; 
(c) Better support parents who wish to care for their child at home and develop community-based services for children with disabilities, including early intervention for infants with developmental disabilities in order to assist these parents; and
(d) Carefully monitor the rights of the high number of children with disabilities living in institutions in order to better protect them against violations of their rights.
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