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1. The present document contains the follow-up information in response to the questions asked by the distinguished member of the Committee, Ms Wenyan Song, Ms Rosario Manalo and Ms. Dalia Leinarte.

Statistics on non-citizens, applications for naturalization, and citizenship granted, disaggregated by sex.

2. According to the data gathered by the Office of the Citizenship and Migration affairs, on 1 January 2020, there were 222 089 non-citizens registered in the Population Register of Latvia. Out of them 114 803 were women and 107 286 – men. In 2018, Latvia granted citizenship to 820 Latvian non-citizens (420 women and 400 men). In 2019, 689 non-citizens of Latvia received citizenship of Latvia; out them 371 were women and 318 – men. 

3. The Office of the Citizenship and Migration affairs does not disaggregate by sex data on those passing naturalisation tests in specific years, as all applicants for the citizenship of Latvia may repeatedly take the exams in case the knowledge and skills are not sufficient to pass both or one of the exams for the first time. Latvia continues to encourage non-citizens to apply for naturalization, and for this purpose has conducted informative and targeted campaigns, where information about the procedures to acquire citizenship consultations is offered. One of the aims of the campaigns is to increase awareness of the targeted audience about the possibility of obtaining Latvian citizenship through naturalization and naturalization tests, as well as about the possibility of self-testing with the help of an electronic tool, through which it is possible to attempt the naturalization test on a trial basis. This allows persons to overcome their fears and anxiety about the level of their skills and knowledge necessary to pass the naturalization exams. In this regard, it must also be noted that not all persons who receive citizenship of Latvia pass both naturalization exams. For example, retired persons (older than 65), persons with disability and those who have acquired education in Latvian, are exempted from taking one or both naturalization exams.

Measures to reduce the demand for prostitution

4. Latvia is mindful of the fact that in order to reduce the demand for prostitution, a complex and well-considered measures in many areas are necessary. The competent authorities evaluate various measures to identify the most appropriate model for Latvia; a number of initiatives and reforms have already been launched. 

5. First, Latvia considers that early preventive measures is one of the most important ways to reduce the spread of prostitution and ensure that new persons are not involved in prostitution. Such targeted awareness and educational measures are to be directed towards all groups of society, in particular children. As regards the education of children, the new curricula includes tasks and exercises that develop and shape civic responsibility and cooperation skills of students to live a successful life.

6. Secondly, the informative campaigns, inter alia on human trafficking for purposes of sexual exploitation are implemented also in the framework of Guidelines for Prevention of Trafficking in Human Beings 2014-2020. The informative campaigns raise the awareness among general public about the vulnerability of persons, that are involved in sexual exploitation, therefore informing the women about the negative consequences and discouraging them from engaging in prostitution. 

7. The Ministry of Interior continues to work on the draft law on Restriction of prostitution. The aims of the law are to restrict and reduce prostitution and risks of human trafficking; to protect health and wellbeing of the society; to eliminate involvement of children and youth in prostitution, to reduce risks of violence against persons involved in prostitution and to discourage engagement in prostitution, as well as to diminish the demand for services of prostitution. Currently the draft law is open for consultations among State institutions as well as NGOs. The process of consultations is complex, as the views range from the opinion that the prostitution should be legalised to reduce spread of HIV, to the view that buying of sexual services must be prohibited completely. The authorities also need to take into account that the situation in Latvia indicates that prostitution in many cases is a social problem and that it borders with human trafficking. Accordingly, attention must be devoted to social rehabilitation of persons involved in prostitution, and, as pointed out by NGOS, such rehabilitation services must be provided for a sufficiently long period to be successful. As a result, the financial implications of this draft law is the issue to be resolved in the interdisciplinary discussions. 

Measures taken to raise interest in STEM and reduce dropout rates in schools.

8. Latvia has taken a number of steps to increase interest in Sciences, technology, engineering and mathematics. In comparison with the previous curricula, the new curricula, provides more focus and lessons in mathematics and IT, thus responding to the development of technologies and new demands of the society for specialists in IT and technical industries. 

9. To respond to early indications of possible dropouts of pupils in the general education system, since 2017, the project PuMPuRS (support for premature interruption of studies) is implemented with an aim to reduce the number of dropouts in the schools. More than 500 schools of Latvia have participated in the project with more than 30 000 individual support plans drafted to help the students to acquire necessary knowledge, to raise self-awareness and return them successfully in classes.

10. From 2014 to 2018, a project Know and Do was carried out by the Agency for International Programs for Youth. The aim of the project was to motivate and activate young people, aged 15-29 years, who are not in education, employment or training (NEET) and are not registered at the State Employment Agency as unemployed. The project was carried out in cooperation with local municipalities, and in the framework of the project, information campaigns addressed young people, who were offered individual support and other necessary measures to foster their return in education. 

