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		Annex 2
		Report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its twenty-seventh session
1.	The Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its twenty-seventh session from 25 to 26 January 2024. All five members of the Working Group attended the session: Rhoda Reddock (Chair), Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia, Dalia Leinarte, Bandana Rana and Natasha Stott Despoja (Vice-chair).
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted the agenda of its twenty-seventh session.
3.	The Secretariat updated the Working Group on actions taken regarding information received alleging grave or systematic violations of rights enshrined in the Convention. It further briefed and updated the members on recent developments in relation to pending inquiry proceedings and on completed inquiries under the follow-up procedure. The Working Group adopted recommendations for approval by the Committee. The Working Group also updated the table of inquiries to be presented to the Committee.
4.	The Working Group discussed ways and means of improving its working methods under the standard operating procedures. It discussed possibilities to enhance follow-up to completed Inquiries. It decided to work on the follow-up procedure intersessionally and requested that the Secretariat prepare a short presentation of the positive impact of previous inquiries, including legislative and other changes, for future communications with State parties.
5.	The Working Group discussed matters in relation to inquiry submissions Nos. 2023/3; 2023/2; 2022/2; and 2021/1; pending inquiries Nos. 2019/1; 2017/3; 2016/1; 2014/3; 2014/2; 2012/1; and inquiries completed and under the follow-up procedure Nos. 2013/1 (South Africa), 2011/4 (Mali), 2011/2 (United Kingdom) and 2011/1 (Canada).
		Actions taken at the twenty-seventh session
6.	The Working Group decided to refer for adoption to the Committee the following recommendations:
a) In relation to submission No. 2023/3, that the Secretariat request additional information from relevant United Nations entities and specialized agencies and national human rights institutions, maintaining confidentiality throughout the process;
b) In relation to submission No. 2023/2, that the Secretariat clarify the possibility and requirements for the Committee to participate in inquiries jointly conducted with other human rights treaty bodies;
c) In relation to submission No. 2022/2, that the Secretariat prepare a detailed request for information from the team in charge of the fact-finding body on the human rights situation in the State party concerned, and continue its research into how special procedures country mandate holders are able to use funds for visits to the country covered by their mandate for visits to a third country when necessary;
d) In relation to submission No. 2021/1, that the Secretariat request additional information from UNFPA Headquarters in New York; 
e) In relation to Inquiry No. 2017/3, that the Secretariat send a reminder to the State party concerned to respond to its correspondence;
f) In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, that the Secretariat continue collaborating with the relevant OHCHR field presence to arrange for a possible invitation of one of the members designated to conduct the inquiry to a regional event, and explore the possibility of holding meetings with relevant stakeholders on this occasion;
g) In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/3, that the Secretariat send a response to the Note verbale of the State party dated 12 December 2023 proposing dates for an inquiry visit;
h) In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/2, that the designated members brief the Committee on their inquiry visit;
i) In relation to Inquiry No. 2012/1, that the Secretariat send a Note verbale to the State party requesting a visit during the last quarter of 2024;
j) In relation to Inquiry No. 2013/1 (South Africa), that the two designated members having agreed to the template of a follow-up assessment table discussed by the Working Group as a pilot, the Secretariat attach the table to the follow-up assessment letter to be sent to the State party:  that the piloted template, including the new assessment categories, be considered by the Committee for adoption and future use;  and that the Secretariat put forward a request to include such template in its entitlements for translation as an official document, when finalized and accepted by the Committee;
k) In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/2 (United Kingdom/Northern Ireland), that upon receipt of information from the sources of information and the national human rights institution, the designated member presents the follow-up assessment in response to each of the recommendations to the Committee at its eighty-eighth session;
l) [bookmark: _Hlk156572179]In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/1 (Canada), that the Secretariat transmit the follow-up report of the State party to the sources of information and, if relevant, to the national human rights institution; and that the Committee designate Ms. Eghobamien-Mshelia to assess the follow-up information received and present an assessment for consideration by the Committee.
8.	The Working Group decided to hold its twenty-eighth session from 9 to 10 May 2024 in Geneva.
