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Introduction

The Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) was adopted by the Republic of Azerbaijan in 1992. The alternative report gives information about both positive and negative aspects of the provision of equal access for all citizens in Azerbaijan to the quality education services based on the requirements of CESCR Article 13 as well as Concluding observations on the fourth periodic report of Azerbaijan[footnoteRef:1] developed by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Article 13 Right to Education). The report shows that despite increasing funding and resources by the government in all pillars of education in the country, there are still serious gaps between urban and rural locations that should be addressed by the Government. Also, information on limited access to inclusive education of persons with disabilities is indicated in the report. [1:  Official request was sent by AEA to the Ministry of Science and Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan for obtaining detailed official statistics however no data was received at the date of submission of this report. https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2FC.12%2FAZE%2FCO%2F4&Lang=en ] 

 
Statistics[footnoteRef:2] - The official statistics on education in Azerbaijan (2022-2023)[footnoteRef:3]: [2:  ]  [3:  https://www.stat.gov.az/source/education/ Official publication Education, Science and Culture in Azerbaijan. Education section ] 


	[bookmark: _Hlk169349639]Preschool education
	Total
	Urban
	Rural

	Number of children in preschool educational institutions, person
	118071
	92409
	25662

	Number of children involved in community-based preschool groups, person
	15421
	3565
	11856

	Number of children involved in preschool groups in general educational institutions, person
	91137
	51725
	39412

	Share of children brought up in preschool educational institutions and involved in preschool groups in general educational schools in the total number of children aged of 1-5 years, % (at the beginning of the year)
	35,3
	47.3
	23.7



	Special education
	Total

	Number of children with disabilities in special boarding schools, person
	2308

	Number of children with disabilities in social service institutions, person
	292

	Children with disabilities involved in inclusive education  
	157 (1%)



	General education
	Total
	Urban
	Rural

	Number of pupils in general education institutions, person
	1704868
	1084735
	620133

	Number of teachers, person
	151572
	79891
	71681



	Vocational and specialized secondary education
	Total

	Number of students in vocational educational institutions, person
	25926

	N umber of students in vocational educational institutions per 10,000 people
	25

	Number of teachers in vocational educational institutions (key staff), person
	1540

	Number of students in specialized secondary educational institutions, person
	64623

	Number of students in specialized secondary educational institutions per 10,000 people
	64

	Number of teachers in specialized secondary educational institutions (key staff), person
	6107



	Higher education
	Total

	Number of students in higher educational institutions, person
	222809

	including 
	 

	    State, person
	196923

	    Private, person    
	25886

	Number of students in higher educational institutions per 10000 people 
	220

	Number of teachers in higher educational institutions higher educational institutions, person
	15101



Concluding observations on the fourth periodic report of Azerbaijan

Right to education 

52. The Committee welcomes the efforts made by the State party to improve the availability and quality of education, notably preschool education. However, the Committee notes with concern the pervasive difficulties faced by disadvantaged and marginalized children and the regional disparities in access to quality primary and secondary education. It also notes with concern the financial and material barriers to access vocational training and tertiary education (art. 13). 

53. The Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a) Increase its resource allocation to education in order to ensure universal and equal access to quality and inclusive primary and secondary education throughout the country, including by reducing social exclusion of internally displaced children and children living in rural areas and economic exclusion of children from poor households, and by overcoming barriers for children with disabilities; 
(b) Continue taking measures to remove the financial and material barriers to ensure non-discriminatory access to vocational training and tertiary education. 

General information

State budget expenses assigned for education sector in the country has been increasing during the last years. In 2021, it was 3.2 billion manats[footnoteRef:4], in 2022 3.9 billion manats[footnoteRef:5], in 2023 4.4 billion manats[footnoteRef:6] and this year it is planned to expend 4.5 billion manats[footnoteRef:7]. The main part of these funds was directed to the development of general education, the repair and reconstruction of schools, as well as the professional development of teachers. The resources to higher education institutions and scientific research were also increased during these years.  [4:  https://e-qanun.az/framework/46590]  [5:  https://e-qanun.az/framework/48723]  [6:  https://e-qanun.az/framework/53084]  [7:  https://e-qanun.az/framework/55892] 


The results of Azerbaijani students in the national and international tests held during the last three years have increased. In the PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) exam in 2023, Azerbaijani students showed an average of 5% better results[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://azerbaijan.un.org/az/231691-bmt-nin-%C3%B6lk%C9%99-%C3%BCzr%C9%99-i%CC%87llik-hesabat%C4%B1-az%C9%99rbaycan-2022] 


State Agency for Preschool and General Education under the Ministry of Science and Education has been established in 2023. 

Preschool education 

Due to the state-run programs and reforms on preschool education number and quality of both state-run and private preschool education institutions has been increasing the last years however the number of such institutions is very low especially in rural locations. 

The official statistics shows that the share of children brought up in preschool educational institutions and involved in preschool groups in general educational schools in the total number of children aged of 1-5 years varies significantly in urban and rural locations. In urban locations the figure is 47.3% but in rural locations it is 23.7%. This clearly demonstrates the strong need for additional resources for creation of new preschool educational institutions in rural areas.

General education (includes primary and secondary education)

During 2022-2023 construction, reconstruction and renovation of general education schools[footnoteRef:9] has been continued both in urban and rural locations and was a priority.  Projects have been implemented in order to strengthen the material and technical base of these schools. Raising teachers' salaries and organizing training for their professional development has also been one of the priorities. Projects on digitizing the schools and increasing digital educational resources have been implemented. Expansion of inclusive education resources and implementation of inclusive education programs have also been prioritized. [9: ] 


Still there are certain differences in resources provision of schools in urban and rural locations in the country that are reflected in the following data:

Technological equipment of schools
· About 80% of urban schools are equipped with modern computer equipment, while in rural schools this number is about 40%[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  ] 


Financial investments
· In Baku and other big cities, per capita education costs are around 1200-1500[footnoteRef:11] manat per year, but in remote regions this figure is between 500-700 manat. [11:  National currency (1AZN= apr. 0.588USD)] 

· 60% of the funds allocated for the repair and reconstruction of schools in the regions are directed to Baku and the Absheron Peninsula, and the remaining 40% are distributed among other regions.

Differences in wages of teachers[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://report.az/en/finance/average-salary-in-baku-revealed/] 

· The average monthly salary of general school teachers in Baku varies between 800-1000 manats, while in rural areas this figure is around 600-700 manats.
· About 20% of teachers in the regions have to work in extra jobs, while in Baku this number is less than 10%.

Infrastructure
· 95% of urban schools have high-speed internet connection, while in rural schools this number is around 70%[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2024-azerbaijan] 

· 85% of city schools are provided with modern sports halls and laboratories, this figure is about 40% in rural schools[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  https://bakuresearchinstitute.org/en/building-smart-cities-and-villages-in-azerbaijan-challenges-and-opportunities/] 

· 30% of rural schools are in need of major repairs and are not equipped with the necessary teaching equipment[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  https://azerbaijan.unfpa.org/az/topics/%C9%99hali-dinamikas%C4%B1] 


The problem of shortage of teachers continues, especially in the regions. According to the statistics of 2023, classes in some subjects were empty in some rural schools due to the lack of teachers. This problem is exacerbated by the fact that 15% of teachers do not want to work in regions[footnoteRef:16]. [16:  https://azerbaijan.unfpa.org/az/topics/%C9%99hali-dinamikas%C4%B1] 


There is need to raise the level of professionalism (subject knowledge, general pedagogical skills and methodical approaches) of teachers working in general educational institutions in rural regions especially rural remote locations. More importance should be given to deepening and expanding the subject knowledge of teachers. These are also needed for the teachers to go through obligatory certification process. 


Vocational education 

During 2022-2023 the resources allocated to vocational education have been increased. The infrastructure of vocational educational institutions has been renewed, educational programs have been modernized, and new specialties have been opened in accordance with the requirements of the labor market. These measures served to increase the quality of vocational education. Creation of new centers in vocational education and modernization of existing centers continued. Implementation of special projects on industry and innovation fields and improvement of students' practical skills were among the main directions during these years.

As a result of increasing the funds allocated by the state for the development of vocational education, the teaching conditions in some institutions have been improved. 

At the same time, the infrastructure related to vocational education in the regions was still weak and the problem of shortage of qualified teaching staff remained. There have been deficiencies in modernizing the material and technical base of educational institutions and providing them with modern teaching tools. In 2023, about 60% of vocational education institutions in the regions lack modern teaching tools. In general, lack of funds and resources for the development of vocational education institutions in the regions has been one of the main problems. Additional funds and resources are required to provide students with modern equipment in these institutions.

Higher education

In the field of higher education, further strengthening of university infrastructure and introduction of new educational programs continued. New programs and educational opportunities were created in universities, and various scholarship programs were organized for students. Expanding international relations of universities and increasing opportunities for students to study abroad have been one of the main priorities. 

Compared to Baku, higher education institutions located in the regions of Azerbaijan have less financial resources and infrastructure. This leads to unequal distribution of resources among students. Students who get higher scores in the admission exams tend to select universities located in Baku rather than in the regions.

By the end of 2023, less than half of higher education institutions are still operating with outdated infrastructure and technical equipment. This negatively affects the quality of education and hinders the development of students[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  https://nces.ed.gov/] 



Inclusive education

"State Program for the Development of Inclusive Education for Persons with Disabilities in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2018-2024”[footnoteRef:18] was adopted in 2017 however its implementation was not at desirable level and did not achieve many of its targets.  [18:  https://edu.gov.az/az/esas-senedler/14514] 


The project "Improving the skills of teachers in the field of inclusive education" was implemented with the support of the European Union[footnoteRef:19]. During the implementation of the projects, 268 children with disabilities were involved in inclusive education in 15 general schools and 13 preschool educational institutions. [19:  https://edu.gov.az/az/news-and-updates/16057] 


12 thousand 562 people were involved in special education in Azerbaijan in the 2021-2022 academic year[footnoteRef:20]. 157 of them were involved in inclusive education, 8456 people were involved in home education. This shows that the wide application of inclusive education is still limited. [20:  https://riib.az/site/news/512-azerbaycanda-inkluziv-tehsil-siyasetinin-icmali-movzusunda-deyirmi-masa-kecirilib-] 


Majority of educational institutions do not have accessible infrastructure for people with limited physical mobility. 

The specialized education institutions for children with disabilities (9 special boarding schools and 2 social service institutions) are located in urban places in Baku and Absheron. 
There is limited or no statistics on number of persons with disabilities who are students in higher education institutions.

 Recommendations

· Allocate additional resources for creation of preschool education institutions in the regions of the country and train additional preschool education teachers. 
· Increase resources for professional development trainings for preschool, general and vocational/specialized secondary education teachers in the regions. 
· Develop new programs on raising material and technical base of vocational schools and specialized secondary schools in the regions of the country. The additional funds and resources are required to provide students with modern tools and equipment in these institutions.
· Develop programs for further construction, reconstruction and repair of primary and secondary schools in remote regions.
· Develop new program or programs for development of inclusive education at all education pillars.
· İmprove official statistics on access of persons (including children) with disabilities at all education pillars.
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