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Brief introduction of the organization:

China Association for NGO Cooperation (abbreviated as CANGO) is a non-profit, membership social organization operating nationwide. CANGO was established with the approval of the former Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation (now the Ministry of Commerce) in 1992 and registered with the Ministry of Civil Affairs in 1994. In 2007, CANGO was accredited by the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC) as an NGO with special consultative status; in 2011, CANGO was accredited with consultative status by the UN World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) and was qualified as an observer of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC); in 2010, CANGO was awarded by the Ministry of Civil Affairs as a National Advanced Social Organization; in 2022, CANGO was once again rated as a Grade 4A national association in China Social Organization Evaluation organized by the Ministry of Civil Affairs; and possesses the tax exemption qualification granted to non-profit organization.

By the end of 2021, CANGO had 125 domestic members and had developed project cooperation with 198 foreign NGOs, bilateral and multilateral organizations, of which 109, from 23 countries and regions, had already launched projects in partnership with CANGO. CANGO implemented charity projects in 31 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities across China, covering rural and community development, gender equality, climate change and environmental protection, hygiene and health, CSO development and support, civil society research and advocacy, benefiting up to 9.66 million people.

NGO Report on the Implementation of the Covenant in China Submitted by China Association for NGO Cooperation to UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
China Association for NGO Cooperation (CANGO) takes “To Empower Citizens and Civil Society Organizations with Fair Opportunities to Pursue Sustainable Development” as vision and “To Foster Chinese and International Civil Society Collaboration for Sustainable Global Development” as mission. Since establishment in 1992, CANGO has actively participated in cooperation with international and domestic NGOs and always maintained sound partnerships with bilateral and multilateral organizations engaged in global development and cooperation. As a platform NGO devoted to promotion of the development of domestic public welfare and international exchanges and cooperation, we attach great importance to the review of the 3rd Report on the Implementation of the Covenant in China to be conducted by UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. In combination with the works at which we are engaged, we have witnessed the efforts made by China in aspects such as environmental protection and climate change, equality of men and women, universal education, elderly care service, care for disabled person and poverty eradication, the achievements are prominent and changes are considerable, meanwhile, there are also certain insufficiencies.

I.
Environmental Protection and Climate Change
Since the 18th National Congress of CPC, China has successively introduced or revised laws and regulations such as Law of the People’s Public of China on Environmental Protection, Law of the People’s Public of China on Prevention and Control of Atmospheric Pollution, Law of the People’s Public of China on Environmental Protection Taxation, Law of the People’s Public of China on Prevention and Control of Water Pollution, Law of the People’s Public of China on Nuclear Security and Law of the People’s Public of China on Protection of Yangtze River, and has historically incorporated ecological civilization into Constitution of the People’s Republic of China. It’s not hard for us to see that Chinese government attaches great importance to and has great determination for 
We have noticed that Thirteenth Five-year Plan for Ecological Environment Protection is a programmatic document of China for ecological environment protection during the “thirteenth five-year plan” period, and proposes the general ideas and target requirements regarding ecological environment protection. In order to ensure execution of tasks and propel the entire society to make investment in environmental protection, 25 key projects of environmental governance and ecological protection have been proposed.

We have noticed that on 18 March 2017, as approved by the State Council, National Development and Reform Commission and Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development issued Implementation Plan for Classification System of Domestic Garbage. As of the end of 2020, China had basically established relevant laws, regulations and standards system for garbage classification, and formed the domestic garbage classification mode which can be replicated and generalized, so that the recoverability rate of domestic garbage had reached over 35% in cities where compulsory domestic garbage classification is implemented.

We have also noticed that in order to implement The Paris Agreement, Chinese government has clarified the work time schedule, roadmap and working drawing of carbon peaking and carbon neutrality goals starting from top-level design. The State Council printed and distributed Action Plan for Carbon Peaking Prior to 2030 on 26 October 2021. Focusing on carbon peaking target prior to 2030, the action plan makes general deployment for promotion of carbon peaking work, and incorporates carbon peaking into full process and all aspects of economic and social development. Subsequently, implementation plans for key fields such as energy, industry, urban and rural development, transportation, agriculture and rural area, implementation plans for key industries such as coal, petroleum and natural gas, iron and steel, non-ferrous metal, petrochemical and building materials, supporting assurance plans such as scientific and technological support, financial support, statistical accounting and talent training as well as implementation plans for carbon peaking in 31 provinces, regions and municipalities have been formulated.
II.
Equality of Men and Women
We have noticed that policies and regulations related to gender equality and women development have been continuously optimized at nation level. Law on the Protection of Rights and Interests of Women was revised for the third time in 2022, and was increased from totally 61 articles of 9 chapters to totally 86 articles of 10 chapters, so as to strengthen national responsibilities for assurance of human rights of women, clarify the connotation of discrimination against women, clarify relevant responsibilities of State Council, governments and women's federation organizations at various levels, incorporate equality of men and women into national education system, propose to embody social gender mainstreaming in infrastructure planning and construction, strengthen the protection of women with multiple vulnerable identities, incorporate gender discrimination in employment into labor protection supervision, and stipulate that the state should establish and optimize gender statistical system, etc. Civil Code went into effect in 2021, further clarifying the equality of men and women in aspects such as marriage, family position and inheritance rights, affirming the value of household work of women, and clarifying civil liabilities related to sexual harassment and employers’ obligations, etc. In 2016, Law against Domestic Violence went into effect, making a breakthrough in the definition of domestic violence and expanding the types of domestic violence and the objects of protection, emphasizing prevention, publicity and education, clarifying the responsibilities of relevant departments, determining the role of social organizations in the fight against domestic violence, and establishing a number of handling mechanisms against domestic violence.

According to relevant data of National Bureau of Statistics, we have noticed that from 2011 to the present, 31 provinces (regions and municipalities) across the country have established gender equality evaluation mechanism for laws and policies. In terms of education, the gender inequity in primary education phase has been basically eliminated, women’s access to secondary education and higher education has been increased substantially, the education level of women has been enhanced prominently, and the gender inequity in terms of average number of years of education has been prominently reduced. In 2018, the proportion of female students studying for bachelor’s degree in common colleges/universities and female students studying in junior colleges was 52.5%. In 2019, the proportion of female students studying for master’s and doctor’s degree was respectively 52.17% and 41.32%. All of the above indicators show a rising trend. In terms of employment, in 2018, women accounted for 43.7% of employed population in the entire country, showing a steady growth since 2015. The number of female employees in entities in cities and towns was 64.3 million, showing an increase of 17.48 million persons in comparison with 2010, accounting for 37.2% of employees in entities in cities and towns, and showing a slight growth since 2013. The distribution proportion of female employees in three industries has changed from 69:14:17 in 2000 to 42:20:38 in 2015, showing continuous optimization of structure. In 2018, female employees accounted for 1.0% of principals of entities and 11.0% of professional technicians. In 2010, female employees accounted for 25.1% of principals of entities and 51.1% of professional technicians, both showing a rising trend.

We have noticed that even though the understanding of gender equality has been enhanced at policy and society level, but due to the complexity of social development and regional difference, especially the huge impact brought by the epidemic to the world, promotion of gender equality still faces continuous challenges. We make proposal as follows: firstly, establish more equal and compatible labor and social assurance system in employment field; secondly, strengthen mainstreaming and education of gender equality to the society; thirdly, encourage and support CSOs to participate in promotion of gender equality.

III.
Universal Education
We have noticed that in July 2021, nine departments such as Ministry of Education started implementation of Outstanding Teachers Directed-cultivation Plan for Underdeveloped Regions in Midwest (namely “Outstanding Teachers Plan”), so as to cultivate approximately 10,000 normal-university students with bachelor degree per year specially for 832 impoverished counties and terrestrial border counties in Midwest. In April 2022, 8 departments such as Ministry of Education printed and distributed Basic Education Teacher Enhancement Plan for the New Era, adopting the “Outstanding Teachers Plan” as one of important measures for construction of teachers’ team and promotion of high-quality balance of teachers in underdeveloped regions in Midwest.

We have also noticed that through multiple methods such as registration of impoverished persons, education aid, collaboration between the eastern and western regions, directed student recruitment and skill training, Chinese government ensures that impoverished persons are able to accept various levels and various types of education. As of the end of 2020, compulsory education enrolment ratio of disabled children had reached over 95%, and number of students enrolled for special education had reached 880,800 persons. Over 80,000 students from minority regions and impoverished regions are admitted per year to study inland and share high-quality education resources. In 2020, number of migrant workers’ children at compulsory education phase reached 14,297,000 persons, in which 85.8% of migrant workers’ children studied in state-run school or were granted with the service of governmental purchase of education resources.

Meanwhile, we also very appreciate the gradual increase of education investment made by Chinese government. Firstly, preschool education. From 2016 to 2020, the central finance accumulatively invested more than RMB 80 billion to support the implementation of preschool education action plan of different regions and put forth effort to expand inclusive preschool education resources. In 2020, there were 234,100 inclusive kindergartens, accounting for 80.24% of kindergartens in the country; there were 40,828,300 children in inclusive kindergartens, accounting for 84.74% of the children in kindergartens in the country. Secondly, compulsory education in urban and rural areas. From 2016 to 2020, the central finance invested more than RMB 600 billion of urban and rural compulsory education assurance fund. By the end of 2020, accumulatively 2,809 counties (cities and districts) nationwide had realized basically balanced development, accounting for 96.76%. From 2016 to 2020, the central finance accumulatively arranged RMB 103 billion of meal subsidy fund for nutrition improvement plan to improve the nutritional status of students of rural area. In 2020, nearly 38 million students nationwide benefited from the nutritional meal subsidy policy. Thirdly, configuration of education infrastructure. In 2020, the proportion of schools which are able to provide basic public sanitation facilities at basic education phase was 99.2%. The Internet access rate of primary and middle schools (including teaching points) nationwide had increased from 69.3% in 2015 to 100% as of the end of 2020, and 98.35% of primary and middle schools possess multimedia classroom. The national digital education resources public service system has been connected with 212 platforms at different levels, all 32 platforms at provincial level have been connected with the national system, primary and middle school teachers have uploaded more than 14 million persons/times of high-quality courses to the platform, and the level of education informatization throughout the country, especially in the Midwest regions, has been further enhanced. This has also effectively realized “continuity of learning in case of suspension of class” during the epidemic.

IV.
Elderly Care Service
In recent years, the number of elderly persons has increased in China year by year, and it is predicated that the number of elderly persons will increase to 300 million and China will become a moderately aging society by 2025. We have noticed that the Chinese government has actively promoted the work of social assistance for the elderly persons and care for the elderly persons in the following three aspects:

Firstly, old-age insurance. The construction of old-age insurance system of China has made great progress in recent years. In terms of basic old-age insurance, number of insured persons of basic old-age insurance has increased from 788 million to 1.03 billion in China in a decade, forming the old-age insurance system covering the largest population in the world. At the same time, the old-age insurance treatment has also been significantly enhanced. In terms of the construction of system, a harmonized basic old-age insurance for urban and rural residents has been formed, the provincial unified planning of old-age insurance has been comprehensively realized, and central adjustment system for basic old-age insurance fund has been established. The old-age insurance system which takes enterprise pension as a supplement and takes old-age insurance, commercial old-age insurance and individual old-age insurance as third corner stone has been initially established. In 2016, China carried out pilot long-term care insurance in 15 cities, and expanded the pilot insurance in September 2020, so as to explore the provision of assurance for elderly persons who have lost self-care ability and cannot take care of themselves. By the end of 2020, the pilot long-term care insurance had covered 110 million persons, funds income had reached nearly RMB 20 billion, and accumulatively 1.36 million persons had benefited from the insurance.

Secondly, elderly care mode. During the “13th Five-year Plan” period, Ministry of Civil Affairs and Ministry of Finance jointly carried out pilot reform of home-based and community-based elderly care in 203 regions, in which innovative measures such as “home-based elderly care bed” emerged. According to the Statistical Communique of the National Bureau of Statistics over past years, the number of elderly care service beds was: 7,142,000 in 2017, 7,463,000 in 2018, 7,614,000 in 2019, 8,238,000 in 2020, and 8,135,000 in 2021.
Thirdly, service efficiency. Since 2020, relevant departments have energetically propelled the level of adaptation of internet application to elderly person and obstacle-free popularization for special group. Implementation Plan regarding Effectively Solving the Difficulties of Elderly Person in Using Intelligent Technology printed and distributed by General Office of the State Council and Special Action Plan for Transformation of Internet Application for Adaptation to Elderly Person and Obstacle-free Transformation printed and distributed by Ministry of Industry and Information Technology propose to propel transformation of 115 websites and 43 Apps to adapt to elderly person as priority, and put forth efforts to solve the difficulties encountered by elderly person and disabled person in usage of intelligent technologies.
V.
Care for Disabled Person
We have noticed that since 2012, Chinese government has introduced more than 90 laws and regulations involving the protection of disabled person and focused on investment in six aspects as follows to enhance the living quality of disabled person.

Firstly, shake off extreme poverty. Through financial assistance, China has lifted 7.1 million impoverished disabled persons in rural areas out of extreme poverty, established living subsidy system for disabled persons in difficulty and nursing care subsidy system for severely disabled persons. Over 27 million disabled persons nationwide have obtained the two subsidies, and more and more disabled persons have obtained community-based and home-based care service. On 29 April 2021, Law of the People's Republic of China on Promotion of Rural Revitalization came into force, clearly stipulating to strengthen care service for vulnerable groups including the disabled persons.
Secondly, barrier-free construction. China has made substantial progress in terms of barrier-free construction in urban and rural areas, and barrier-free facilities can be seen everywhere in China. In August 2019, important progress was made for improvement of research, development and production of barrier-free compartment of Fuxing bullet train for high-speed railway. Barrier-free design and facilities configuration have reached advanced level in the world. The newly revised Standard on Configuration of Civil Airport Passenger Terminal Barrier-free Facilities and Equipment was officially implemented on 01 December 2020.

Thirdly, compulsory education. China has attached great importance to compulsory education and fusion education for disabled children. Disabled examinees can use Braille test paper and special desk/chair, and over 10,000 disabled students are enrolled in universities and colleges annually. In February 2022, Education and Employment Department of China Disabled Person’s Federation as well as Colleges and Universities Students Department of Ministry of Education jointly printed and distributed Notice regarding Normalization and Optimization of 2022 Separated Examination for Recruitment of Disabled Examinees for Common Universities and Colleges.

Fourthly, rehabilitation and treatment. China has established rehabilitation assistance system for disabled children and constructed rehabilitation universities at national level, and provinces (regions and municipalities) have established rehabilitation centers. In November 2019, China Disabled Person’s Federation, Ministry of Civil Affairs and National Health Commission joint printed and distributed Work Standard on Community-based Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons.

Fifthly, employment and income increase. China attaches great importance to and actively promotes employment and income increase of disabled persons, especially has established “Beauty Workshop” for employment of disable women so that they will live a more dignified life. China encourages disabled persons to participate in politics, over 6,000 disabled persons, relatives and friends of disabled persons and persons engaged in work for disabled persons take the posts of deputy to the people's congress and member of political consultative conference at various levels. Over 430,000 disabled persons have been granted with vehicle driving license after passing test.

Sixthly, cultural and sports activities. China attaches importance to cultural and sports activities for disabled persons. Chinese Parasports Delegation has taken the No. 1 position on the list of golds and medals in Paralympic for five times in succession. And Beijing 2022 Paralympic Winter Games was successfully convened in 2022.
VI.
Poverty Eradication
Poverty alleviation development work has been a key work and traditional service field of CANGO. We have also witnessed the gradual transition of poverty alleviation mode of Chinese government from the initial infrastructure construction and fund support to poverty alleviation through science and technology, poverty alleviation through access to education, poverty alleviation through health care and poverty alleviation through industrial development. China has formulated a targeted poverty alleviation roadmap featuring adjustment of measures to local conditions and classified guidance in “the 13th Five-Year Plan”: firstly, propel characteristic industry featuring “one product/brand for each village”, so as to propel poverty eradication for over 30 million persons in impoverished regions; secondly, introduce poverty alleviation based on promotion of “intelligence”, strengthen vocational education to enable over 10 million persons to learn a technique and make a living by skill; thirdly, national finance “assistance”, China provides national finance “assistance” for 3.78 million persons who have lost the ability to work due to disease or disability and 6.28 million elderly persons over 70 years old. China comprehensively completed the battle against poverty in 2020: China has lifted over 50 million impoverished persons of rural area out of extreme poverty, and has realized poverty reduction for accumulatively 82.39 million persons in 6 years; the net income per capita of impoverished persons had been increased from RMB 4,124 in 2016 to RMB 9,057 in 2019, showing an annual average growth of 30%; and the issue of regional general poverty has been basically solved.
We have also noticed that Chinese government comprehensively consolidated and expanded the achievements made in the poverty eradication in 2022 and introduced three measures as follows: firstly, optimize and execute the monitoring and assistance mechanism for avoiding return to poverty; secondly, support regions which have shaken off poverty to develop characteristic industry; thirdly, strengthen the self-development capability of regions which have shaken off poverty. In view of the above achievements, we make further proposal as follows: in the future work, strengthen governmental guidance in the formulation of policies, reduce administrative intervention, encourage and promote solving of social issues through social means on the basis of demand orientation.
