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Room XVI, Palais des Nations 
Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to be with you for the opening of the fifty-sixth Session of the Committee and to welcome you on behalf of the Secretary-General.

This morning I would like to discuss with you three recent  developments of interest to your mandate: the post 2015 sustainable development goals; the June meeting of Chairpersons of treaty bodies; and the preparations for the 50th anniversary of the Covenants in 2016.  


Turning first to the Sustainable Development Goals: on 2 August, Member States endorsed by consensus the Post-2015 Outcome Document: "Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development".  The Outcome Document will now be considered for adoption by Heads of State at the UN Summit beginning later this week.  

It is reassuring to see that the text includes some focus on the human rights aspects of development. Importantly, it is explicitly grounded in the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the international human rights treaties. Throughout the preambular language, the goals and the targets, the text offers a universal, integrated and indivisible vision of sustainable development, reflecting both freedom from want and freedom from fear. It also places the struggle against inequalities, discrimination and exclusion at its heart, and includes an expansive list of concerned individuals and groups.  
I am also pleased to see that the text provides the basis for accountability architecture at national, regional and global levels.  Globally, this has been entrusted to the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development under ECOSOC.  

While the exact contours of the accountability architecture are still to be defined, many realise that the information gathered and analysis made by the human rights mechanisms (including treaty bodies such as CESCR) are tremendous assets that should be exploited. Concrete proposals in this regard are already being formulated and I encourage you to consider ways in which your work can link to this important agenda. 

Accountability for the SDGs will be grounded in indicators that will measure progress towards meeting goals and targets.  In this context, the Outcome Document calls for disaggregated data, reflecting long-standing recommendations from this and other treaty bodies.  As we move forward on developing the accountability architecture, we hope to connect these indicators as much as possible with the human rights treaties.  This, in turn, will help link your monitoring work with the broader development agenda.
As you know, treaty bodies and OHCHR have, over recent years, highlighted the need for strong accountability mechanisms in the sustainable development goals.  So, it is heartening to see that these efforts have borne fruit and encouraging as well as we work towards real implementation of these new goals. 
Chairperson,
Distinguished Members,

Turning now to the second point, in June of this year the 27th Annual Meeting of Chairpersons of Treaty Bodies was held in San José, Costa Rica. Your Chairperson participated in the meeting and I am sure he will brief the Committee in more detail. 


One important outcome of that meeting was the Chairs’ endorsement of  the San José Guidelines against intimidation or reprisals. These Guidelines set out a series of procedures available to the treaty bodies to help respond to acts of intimidation or reprisals against individuals or groups who cooperate with the Committees.  In doing so, the Guidelines re-emphasize the right of everyone to have unhindered access to and to communicate with the treaty bodies and their members for the effective implementation of the treaty body mandates.  I commend the Guidelines to your reading with a view to giving effect to those Guidelines that encourage civil society actors to engage with your Committee.

Another important outcome of the meeting was the call of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica for academic institutions across the world to begin a reflection on options for the further strengthening of the human rights treaty body system. Such a reflection will build on the recently concluded treaty body strengthening process, and will form a timely contribution to the General Assembly’s 2020 review, as required by resolution 68/268. 

Chairperson,

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Allow me to say a few words about the initiatives of the Office related to the 50th anniversary of the two Covenants next year.  We are preparing the launch of the anniversary celebrations on Human Rights Day this year, on 10 December.  This begins a year of celebrations and will continue through to the actual anniversary of the adoption on 16 December 2016.  Various events are planned, including a panel discussion during the High-level segment of the Human Rights Council in March, the joint meeting of this Committee with the Human Rights Committee in June, and, ideally, a commemoration in the context of the General Assembly. 

OHCHR has been preparing a series of promotional materials to raise awareness of the Covenants and your work, including an easy-to-read version of the two Covenants and a video demonstrating the impact of your work.  We have been in periodic contact with your focal point to discuss preparations and of course we are available to provide you an update on the celebrations during the session.

I know that you have a busy session before you – this, your third session for the year – so I would conclude by wishing you a successful session and assuring you of my, and my colleagues, continued support for your work.

Thank you.
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