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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
Your Excellency, Mr. Chairperson, 
Ladies and gentlemen, Members of the Committee, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Peace and God’s mercy and blessings be upon you, and good morning to you all, 
Let me start by saying that it gives me great pleasure to extend to you my sincerest gratitude and appreciation for the significant role played by your esteemed Committee in the fight against torture through the tasks assigned to you under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. I would also like to extend my heartfelt compliments to Mr. Jens Modvig on his election as Chairperson of the Committee and to the members of the Committee who have won in the last elections, thus continuing on the path of hard and fruitful work alongside their colleagues, and wish you all the greatest of success. 
The Convention against Torture is a cornerstone in the system of international human rights instruments prohibiting torture, and it is the most prominent and comprehensive of treaties made in this regard, given the nature of its provisions and the mechanisms and measures it contains to ensure the minimum requirements for addressing this illegal conduct. Furthermore, the efforts made by your Committee effectively contribute to the optimal implementation of the provisions of the Convention through the examination of reports, submission of inquiries (the list of issues), constructive interactive dialogue and the concluding remarks made regarding the submitted reports. As we are deeply appreciative of these efforts, we would like to assure you that we attach great importance to all your concluding remarks and general comments. 
Mr. Chairperson, 
Ladies and gentlemen,
The Report of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and its relevant documents have been prepared in accordance with an integrative methodology, involving all relevant government agencies and with the consultation and active participation of civil society in order to reflect the efforts made in implementing the Convention’s provisions. 
Last year, and as part of these efforts, a permanent national committee specializing in the preparation of the human rights conventions’ reports was established, comprising a number of government agencies. This committee, with the participation of civil society, aims to strengthen our national capabilities in continuing the implementation of human rights conventions and recommendations, submitting reports in a timely manner, and coordinating the collection and analysis of data.
The anti-torture strategy adopted by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is based on firm constitutional principles stemming from the Islamic Sharia, as well as the relevant laws, national legislations and conventions, especially the Convention against Torture. This strategy is supported by a strong political will and reinforced by an effective criminal justice system, and it encompasses monitoring, control and follow-up mechanisms. An integrated system for combating and preventing torture can be formed by building a strong legal framework, effective implementation and employing control and monitoring mechanisms.
In terms of the legal framework, the provisions of the Islamic Sharia complement Decree no. 43 of the year 1377 Hijri (1958) and the provisions of the Convention, the Law of Criminal Procedures and other laws, and together they form a barrier of legal provisions that criminalize and punish the crime of torture. It should be noted that Decree 43, which was issued 26 years prior to the Convention, has broadened the concept of torture to include everything that falls under the concept of abuse, and has made punishable by 10 years of imprisonment, fines and compensation the following: “ill-treatment or coercion under the pretense of work such as torture, cruelty or confiscation of money, as well as denial of personal freedoms, including fines, exemplary punishment, imprisonment, exile, assigned residence in specific locations, illegal entry into homes, coercion into lending, leasing, selling or purchasing, and collection of taxes in excess of the amounts due or imposed by the laws.”
Work is currently underway to devise a new penal code to combat the abuse of power, to include the definition of torture as provided under the Convention. 
In terms of implementation, the relevant laws and conventions have been implemented effectively and efficiently. This includes taking the necessary investigation, prosecution and trial procedures, holding training programs for law enforcement personnel, and identifying procedural and introductory measures and guides.
 It is worth noting that, with regards to the Memorandum of Understanding for Technical Cooperation concluded between the Kingdom and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, we expect to finalize the National Guide for the Implementation of International Conventions to which the Kingdom is Party as soon as next month. We are also still holding specialized programs, seminars and workshops, the most recent of which was a seminar on the Convention against Torture that was held in January and attended by many United Nations experts. 
In terms of the national efforts made for protection against abuse, the Kingdom took many measures, including the establishment of a center specialized in receiving – around the clock – reports of domestic violence through a toll-free number. This center is operated by an all-women team and contributes to rapid intervention in cases of abuse, in coordination with government bodies and civil society, for the service of victims of domestic violence. 
The supervisory role is a pillar in the fight against torture, and it is represented by the presence of administrative supervision within concerned government agencies; the use of technology and online applications in monitoring and follow-up; and the establishment of independent control mechanisms through which specialized agencies conduct visitations and inspections to prisons, detention centers and otherwise, given that these locations are subject to the supervision of the judiciary, the Bureau of Investigation and Public Prosecution and the Human Rights Commission. Civil society also plays an important role in control mechanisms through the inspections carried out by the National Society for Human Rights and its receipt of complaints, not to mention the supervisory role of the Shura Council, which monitors the performance of government agencies. 
Mr. Chairperson,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia attaches great importance to the development of judiciary facilities and the review of national legislations for the amendment thereof or the issuance of new legislations that contribute to the general protection of human rights, as illustrated by the Kingdom’s report and its response to the list of issues. This is evident by the issuance of the new Law of Criminal Procedures, a royal decree for the establishment of a committee specialized in drafting the Judicial Decisions Law, the Civil Associations and Institutions Law and the Saudi Lawyers Committee Statute and a new statute for the General Presidency for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice as well as the amendment of the Human Rights Commission Statute. 
The new Law of Criminal Procedures provided for many guarantees at all stages of investigation and trial, and it is considered to be the general framework for criminal justice and the protection against torture. It strictly prohibits subjecting the accused to torture or degrading treatment, and also requires that the accused is made aware – upon arrest – of their legal rights, including the reasons for their arrest or detention, and their right to counsel and phone calls. In Article 139 thereof, the new Law of Criminal Procedures provided that the state shall bear the expenses of the defense lawyer assigned to the accused if they are financially incapable of doing so. These are significant measures that promote the guarantees of fair trials. 
Furthermore, Royal Decree No. A/20, dated 29/11/2014 (7/2/1436H) was issued, which provides for the establishment of a committee specialized in the drafting of the Judicial (Fiqh) Decisions Law, classified as articles within the chapters of Islamic jurisprudence. The draft law shall record and codify the crimes and punishments provided for in the Islamic Sharia, and the designated committee has already come a long way in its preparation. 
To strengthen the role of civil society, the Civil Associations and Institutions Law was promulgated by Royal Decree No. M/8, dated 2/12/2015 (19/2/1437H), which aims to regulate and develop civil society institutions, contribute effectively to sustainable development and promote the culture of volunteer work.
As for promoting the role of lawyers, the Saudi Lawyers Committee statute was promulgated by Ministerial Decree No. 317, on the 27/4/2015 (8/7/1436H). The General Assembly of this committee shall comprise all licensed attorneys within the Kingdom, and the committee shall be in charge of regulating the legal profession and supporting and strengthening the role of lawyers with regards to the protection of human rights, including providing free legal assistance.
The Council of Ministers issued a decree promulgating the new statute for the General Presidency for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. It contains revisions for the tasks and responsibilities of the Presidency, and determines the procedures and measures necessary for its performance in coordination with law-enforcement agencies.
Decree No. 237 was promulgated by the Council of Ministers on 15/3/2016 (5/6/1437H), and provided for the amendment of the Human Rights Commission statute. As such, Article 1 now provides for the direct affiliation of the Commission with the King, in order to strengthen its independence and allow it to perform the role assigned to it in the protection and reinforcement of human rights.
Mr. Chairperson, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, under the leadership of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud – may God preserve him – shall continue its efforts towards the protection and promotion of human rights, including the prevention of torture. This stems from its constitutional principles, which are based on the Islamic Sharia that prohibits, criminalizes and penalizes all forms and perpetrators of torture. The Kingdom has taken all the necessary anti-torture procedures and measures in accordance with its national legislations and its obligations under the Convention against Torture and other human rights conventions to which it has become party.
 I would like to highlight the increased benefits resulting from the Memorandum of Understanding for Technical Cooperation concluded with the High Commissioner for Human Rights and which included a number of programs and events over the last period. This will cover approximately 17 various activities and programs, some of which are related to the Convention against Torture, during the years 2016 and 2017. 
In conclusion, we are all looking forward to a constructive interactive dialogue that reflects the efforts made in implementing the Convention against Torture and increases the benefits derived from the extensive expertise of the members of the Committee against Torture. 
Thank you for listening, and may Allah’s mercy and blessings be upon you.
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