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On behalf of the Center for the Human Rights of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry, I have the following remarks.

First, we welcome the Committee’s important work to adopt Guidelines on Deinstitutionalization and look forward to public consultation on the draft that has been produced. In full disclosure, I participated in the drafting as a consultant to the Global Coalition on Deinstitutionalization. The draft is an important step forward, and it needs to benefit from full consultation to ensure that it succeeds in reflecting the human rights concerns of people throughout the world who have been institutionalized or who are at risk for institutionalization. The regional online consultations last spring set a high standard for good practice. Whichever format the Committee chooses for the forthcoming consultation, it should have sufficient timelines for response and full accessibility measures. For linguistic accessibility, the draft should be issued in as many UN languages as possible. Sufficient timelines also allow for informal translation by civil society, promoting wider participation.

We also wish to inform the Committee of concerns regarding the draft Guidance Document on Mental Health, Human Rights and Legislation by the World Health Organization and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. We have set out these concerns in a joint letter delivered to the Committee this morning.

This project, though well intentioned, has the effect of re-inscribing the rights of persons with psychosocial disabilities within a medical model, in contradiction to the inclusive equality in all aspects of life that is guaranteed under the CRPD. It is not acceptable to have our rights addressed under the framework of a right to healthcare, and it is not acceptable for legislative guidance regarding our rights to be promulgated by a global authority accountable to the health ministries of member states.

We therefore call on the Committee to be seized of the matter and to address our concerns with the Secretary-General of the WHO and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.
