CRPD closing remarks – 10 March 2022

Thank you for the floor.
Madam Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, let me express my joy and gratitude at the end of this fruitful meeting which allowed for the discussion of important topics in every respect. 
Madam Chair, I would like to emphasize that with the transformation of the ombudsman system last year, Hungary took a major leap forward with a view to the implementation of the CRPD. 
From 2021, following the Hungarian Parliament’s decision, the Hungarian regulations allowed for the creation of a robust and exemplary ombudsman system in Europe, which provides protection for the disadvantaged much more efficiently than before.
The classic scope of responsibilities of the ombudsman institution, which is entirely independent from the government and which is accountable only to the Parliament, was extended, from January 2021, with the power to act as an authority in order to ensure the enforcement of equal treatment. With the merger of the Equal Treatment Authority into the Office of the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights, the tasks of a similar nature, which had been handled by different authorities, were now gathered in the hands of a single body, and parallel and inefficient investigations that had been common before were now eliminated. With that, the investigation of equal treatment related matters was raised to a higher constitutional level in Hungary.
Today complainants may choose whether they would like the Ombudsman to conduct a classic ombudsman-type inquiry or an administrative authority proceeding in their case. 
In administrative authority proceedings, the Ombudsman may impose sanctions in the event of finding an infringement; for instance, he may oblige the offender to terminate the unlawful situation, he may impose a sanction, or he may order the public disclosure of the decision establishing the infringement. Today these instruments are rather unique in Hungary. The Ombudsman’s decision made in his capacity to act as an authority is enforceable by authority instruments. In addition to that, in authority proceedings, it is possible to reach an amicable settlement between the parties, which, in our experience, can be the most efficient tool of legal remedy in certain cases.
In the course of my proceedings, I pay special attention to ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities. My capacity to act as an authority allows for more efficient action with a view to preventing discrimination affecting the disabled and to ensuring equal opportunities for them. One of the cardinal elements of the equal opportunities of persons with disabilities is their equal access to public services, that is, ensuring the accessibility of public services. In line with the EU directives, the relevant obligations of public service providers are also required under Hungarian national law. The scope of public services is defined broadly by the legislator, so all of that affects a considerable proportion of the life of the disabled. I have conducted authority proceedings in numerous cases, obliging the service providers targeted by the complaints to make their services accessible within a given time limit, or to ensure the accessibility of the buildings concerned. Several cases were settled amicably between the parties.
Besides assessing incoming petitions, I have also launched some ex officio inquiries. I would like to inform the distinguished members of the Committee that currently, I am examining ex officio to what extent equal access to care provided by general practitioners is ensured for persons with disabilities in towns with county rights. 
Distinguished Committee, having followed the questions posed over the past three days, I must also highlight that from 1 January 2015, executing the provisions of the Optional Protocol of the Convention against Torture and other Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights also acts as the National Preventive Mechanism in Hungary. In the framework of the Civil Consultative Body that I have set up, I have also involved civil society organizations in this work, and during this activity I have always paid and will continue to pay special attention to the promotion of the implementation of the CRPD.
Finally, I would like to underline that the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights now has a capacity for investigation and intervention that is broader than ever to take action with a view to enforcing fundamental rights and especially, the rights of persons with disabilities.
I consider it my personal responsibility – or if I may say, I can personally guarantee – that in both the basic competence of the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights and in the two above-mentioned separate competences, thus especially in authority proceedings conducted for the sake of ensuring the enforcement of equal treatment and during the activity of the OPCAT National Preventive Mechanism, I promote – to the best of my knowledge – the implementation of the CRPD, thus ensuring the rights of persons with disabilities to the fullest extent possible.
All in all, I can affirm that the Government has been a useful partner in my work, and as I have mentioned in my speeches before, it has taken into consideration the findings of my inquiries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Hungary, there is consensus about the fact that we need to make continuous efforts to fully promote, protect and preserve the rights of persons living with disabilities, as well as to enhance respect for their inherent dignity.
Thank you for your attention.

