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1.The following report reflects the position of the Cultural Center of the Caucasus Yezidis (CCCY), which works in the field of protecting the rights and freedoms, protecting the cultural heritage of the Yezidi community in their countries of residence. The Yezidi community of Armenia is a national minority. According to article 1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), Yezidis, as a people, have the right to establish freely their status and freely pursue their economic, social, and cultural rights to development.

2.The authors of the CCCY report CCCY welcome the official report of the Republic of Armenia and agree with several assessments and conclusions. We share the view that the Armenian government is fully committed to fulfilling its international obligations in the implementation of all the norms specified in the CESCR, which should be fully implemented with regard to the Yezidi people in Armenia.  We do agree that there have been some improvements in national legislation and domestic policy in Armenia in recent years.
3. The CCCY report, however, is an alternative to the official report. The report was prepared on the basis of monitoring social, cultural and economic rights in more than 40 settlements
 of the Yezidi community of Armenia. From the very beginning it was not our aim to confront the position of the government or to refute the official information and official conclusions. The goal of the report was to provide a different view of the situation from the official one, drawing on other sources of information. At the same time, we have tried, as far as possible, to avoid duplicating the general information contained in the government report. Such a description, in our opinion, is intended to contribute to a more diverse and deeper understanding by interested international organizations of the human rights problems in Armenia among national minorities and peoples of Armenia within the framework of the implementation of the CESCR, as well as to meaningful and constructive discussions on these topics within the country.

4. Yezidis in Armenia are the largest national minority Armenia. The Yezidi population of Armenia lives mostly in the countryside and is mainly engaged in cattle breeding.

5. The Yezidi minority in Armenia is marked by a much higher degree of politicization of its identity than elsewhere in the region, leading to often heated debates among community leaders in Yerevan who do almost nothing to address the very real social and economic problems facing the Yezidi population of Armenia.
Short summary

6. For several decades, especially in the last 5 years, conditions were created when the entire Yezidi ethnic group began to actively emigrate from Armenia. The Yezidi community is forced to leave their homes and leave the country. Several settlements of the Yezidi community are partially doomed to social and economic isolation, which is reflected in the complete lack of infrastructure development of the settlement.

7. Regrettably, a certain category of people still has a prejudiced and pejorative attitude toward the Yezidi community in the society of the titular nation. This detrimental attitude is actively spread in social networks and even in the media. Human rights organizations of the Yezidi community are forced to respond to this, although they are not always able to do so.
7. The rights and religious freedoms of the Yezidi community are respected in Armenia, but so far the authorities have not been active or supported the construction of ziyarets (shrines) or temples.

8. The Government claims the right to enjoy its own culture. However, there is a lack of political will and economic support to develop the culture of the Yezidi community. The Yezidi community of Armenia does not have a theater or a special cultural center where it can participate and develop the culture of both the Yezidi community and others.

9. Although the state grants rights and freedoms at the level of legislation, the Yezidi community has not seen the state promote and properly protect the rights to identity, education, and culture.
10. The state fails to sufficiently develop and implement programs and measures that would create favorable conditions for Yezidi women and men to express their characteristics and develop their culture, language, religion, traditions and customs.
11. Although the Yezidi community's secondary schools have partially implemented a program of native language access, the right of the Yezidi minority to gain access to and enjoy pre-school and higher education opportunities in their native language is still questionable. There is also a lack of appropriate education, including the study of the history, traditions, language and culture of the Yezidi community.

12.The right of children belonging to the Yezidi national minorities to learn their native language is becoming increasingly sporadic and not universal.

13. Armenia has adopted constitutional provisions and legislation on non-discrimination, but the implementation and implementation of this legislation at the regional level is slow for the Yezidi minority.

14. Sadly, complaints of discrimination are very rarely recorded when the possible victims of discrimination are persons from the Yezidi community.
15. Some members of non-governmental organizations of the Yezidi community believe that hidden discrimination against the Yezidi minority is present in access to basic services such as health care, drinking water, food and education.

16. Despite the lack of dynamics in the practice of multiple discrimination, however, the facts of hidden discrimination are actively spreading in all settlements of the Yezidi community without exception.

17. The state has a very poor policy of promoting and protecting the right to participate in the political, economic, and cultural life of the Yezidi community.

18. The Yezidi minority has limited access to information about public policies and decisions in their native language that are made in their best interests, especially when they are not involved in decision-making.

19. The lack of full-fledged mechanisms for maintaining dialogue between the Yezidi community as a minority and the titular nation at the regional and local levels of government makes the Yezidi community marginalized.

20. There are some mechanisms in place in Armenia at the legislative level to ensure effective political participation of minorities at the local and national levels, but when it comes to the workings of these mechanisms, it turns out that enforcement practices are very limited. 

21. The Government and Parliament of Armenia, while ensuring the effective functioning and funding of structures, institutions and mechanisms responsible for promoting the participation of minorities in political life, apply the residual principle to the Yezidi community.

22. Though one representative of the Yezidi minority is introduced as a member of parliament, his actions are not enough to serve the interests of the Yezidi community.
23. It is disappointing to observe that there are very few or sometimes even no representatives in the judiciary and law enforcement agencies, and the state is not doing enough to facilitate the integration of the Yezidi community into the civil service.
24. The Yezidi Community does not possess or manage the resources, either locally or regionally, to provide social services. Along with this, the Yezidi community has no control over the provision of basic social services.
25. Consultations, whether in the process of evaluating and developing economic growth projects, with the national minorities for whom these projects are intended, are very superficial. The position and interests of the Yezidi community in the development of national policies and social programs, including in the stages of planning and implementation, also do not comply with the CESCR.
26. The lack of enforcement practices to ensure the active, unhindered and effective participation in development processes of people from the Yezidi community affected by these processes has a negative impact on the entire Yezidi community.

27. Even though State legislation guarantees national legislation and ensures equal social rights, however, there is actually hidden discrimination against ethnic minorities.

28. Civil society organizations of the Yezidi community of Armenia have made a number of efforts to establish a network for information exchange and coordination, but without real financial support from donors from abroad, as well as state support, these initiatives have remained very ineffective.

29. Yezidi minorities do not have equal access to productive resources, including credits, technology, training and mentorship, information and land.

30. CCCY cannot find information on the collection and regular analysis of statistics on minorities in the formal and informal sectors of the economy.

Detailed analysis of the situation in accordance with CESCR
31.Sashik Sultanian, head of the Yezidi Center for Human Rights, which functions in Armenia, has noted in numerous speeches and publications that "despite the assurances of the official authorities of Armenia that the Yezidi community allegedly does not have systemic or other serious problems, however, the Yezidi community does not have any serious problems.Even if many Yezidis are doing well, but we should not forget about those who are under influence(pressure) discrimination. The Yezidi community is in a 'wobbly' state...". In his speeches, Sultanyan notes that " recently, more and more people want to keep silent about the problems of Yezidis in Armenia and ask others not to talk about it. I want to talk about all these problems, if you don't believe me, then I will point out these problems in the form of facts...we want the Yezidi community to preserve its roots. I'll paste references to reports by European colleagues on the problems of the Yezidis in Armenia. These reports say that many have already forgotten their native language and other problems. Our words are supported precisely by the data of the Council of Europe. Maybe they don't send you this data, but they do send you data from other organizations, so maybe that's why you don't see the problem in Armenia? Our organization works closely with the Ministry of Education of Armenia, which itself claims that the Yezidi community has problems with learning the Yezidi language. We also cooperate with all the ministries of Armenia that accept our requests about the problems of Yezidis, because they know that they exist. In Armenia, many Yezidis are doing well, but we should not forget about those who are under the influence (pressure) discrimination. Because of discrimination, they are not doing very well. For example, those who live in villages. Now I will show you the chairman's document with his signature, where he gives statistics of the council members in this village, and there is not a single Yezidi in it. Do you think it’ normal? Further statistics of the Armavir region. You know that most of the Yezidis live here. In Armavir and in Armenia as a whole, where Yezidis and Armenians live in the village, there is no Yezidi chairman of the village council anywhere in them. In villages where only Yezidis live, for example in the village of Alyagyaz, there are of course Yezidis in the council. In the village of Kurakend, there are now Yezidis on the council, but there used to be an Armenian, although only Yezidis lived there. But I'm only talking about places where Yezidis and Armenians live. There are 300 Yezidi villages in Armenia, and only 25 of them have Yezidi village chairs. Do you think it’s normal? »

Sultanyan notes that several Yezidi villages simply leave their places of residence and emigrate to Europe due to large social and economic problems. A number of villages, such as Kuryagend, Sichanur, Tlik, state bodies or oligarchs close to the authorities, officials in power have taken away their land and because of this, residents want to leave this village. Another example of economic pressure on the Yezidi community is the situation in a Yezidi village Marmarik in the area (Marze) Kotayk, in which the Yezidis were also taken away by representatives of the policeman, justtell that this land no longer belongs to them. The situation is similar in the Yezidi village Sichanur, in which the land was sold illegally and the village was left without means of subsistence. They don’t know where to put their cattle, which is the only way to survive.

In the village of Kurakend, all the land was sold to an oligarch, the villagers were discriminated against and left homeless. I would also like to mention those Yezidi shepherds whose pastures are located in the mountains; they are charged more tax.

Sultanyan notes that the above-mentioned problems are only the tip of the iceberg of ongoing violations. 
Economic and social degradation of Yezidi villages in Armenia

32.Crisis phenomena are increasing in the agricultural sector of the Republic of Armenia, which causes the migration of Yezidi farmers to go bankrupt. The most acute problem is the non-profitability of small Yezidi farms, which have no money to buy seeds, fertilizers, plant protection products, agricultural machinery, or to carry out irrigation. The state prefers to subsidize and support mainly the farms of the titular nation.
Many  Yezidi villages are located in the arid zone, where agriculture is impossible without irrigation.  Some Yezidi villages have become empty due to the critical situation with water (including drinking water). For example, the village of Tlik historically received water from four natural springs, this water was watered in gardens and vegetable gardens, and cattle were watered. However, due to the increasing dryness of the climate, the springs have dried up. Water was brought to the village for drinking and household needs, but it was not enough for full-fledged agricultural activities. As a result,  only 7 out of 120 families are left in the village by 2020.

Even in those Yezidi villages where there are water sources nearby (rivers, springs, irrigation channels), there are problems with irrigation systems. The equipment of irrigation networks, created in Soviet times is worn out, many of them have fallen into complete disrepair. Instead of modern high-efficiency irrigation systems, such as drip irrigation, Yezidi farmers divert water through ditches dug in the ground to water their land. As a result, unjustified water losses occur, and water simply does not reach many areas.

The lack of proper roads, especially in mountainous areas, is another problem. In some fields, it is difficult to deliver equipment, which farmers, usually, also have problems with. Agricultural machinery is old, often breaks down, and there are no spare parts for it. Yezidi farmers do not have enough funds to purchase new equipment. Small-scale farms simply cannot solve problems both with the purchase of equipment and with the creation of a normal infrastructure (roads, irrigation systems). Therefore, the issue of enlarging the farms of Yezidi farmers is acute.

In Soviet times, there were collective farms and state farms, which were dissolved with the collapse of the USSR. Today, the issue of new forms of agricultural cooperation is acute. We need a project to expand farms while preserving the ownership rights of farmers of the combined lands. And these farms need state support, which is simply not available. 

A critical situation has developed not only in agriculture, but also in animal husbandry, which is engaged in most Yezidi farmers. The capacity of the domestic livestock market in the Republic of Armenia is small, and the problem could be solved by exporting livestock products, which should be facilitated by the state. In addition, the products of Yezidi farmers have recently faced "unfair" competition in the domestic market.

For example, some unscrupulous cheese producers prefer to make a cheap "cheese-like product" from vegetable fat and milk powder instead of natural cheese, the production cost of which is lower than that of natural cheese. The Yezidis who produce their own cheese on their farms face having to compete with "pseudo-cheese" made from powder and palm oil. Even "honest" producers who buy milk from Yezidi farmers are forced to lower their purchase prices in order to compete with counterfeit products.

Unfortunately, the introduction of certain "European standards" in the agricultural sector by the state "out of the best intentions" without taking into account the specifics of Armenia leads to new problems and puts Yezidi farmers on the verge of survival. So the law passed recently by the Parliament of the Republic of Armenia, which requires slaughtering cattle only in licensed slaughterhouses, is "written off" from European norms. Perhaps it would be justified in the conditions of Austria and Switzerland, where good roads lead to all mountain pastures, there are no problems with the transportation of livestock, there is a wide network of the same slaughterhouses equipped with modern equipment. However, in conditions where cattle graze on high-altitude pastures all summer "far from roads and civilization", compliance with the law becomes problematic.

At the beginning of 2020, livestock farmers, including Yezidis, protested against this law, which they described as Armenian Mass media in particular in the article" Due to the "meat" law, Armenia may lose at least 35 thousand citizens." The representative of the NGO "Young Yezidis", human rights activist Said Avdalyan then explained that the dependence of Yezidis on the income received from the sale of meat is 90%, and those who accept such innovations have no idea about the procedure for slaughtering livestock.

On the contrary, Yezidi livestock breeders need laws, that, as in the same European countries, provide for budget subsidies for livestock both cattle and sheep. EU countries understand that this way not only ensures food self-sufficiency of the state and increases the export potential of agriculture, but also solves the issue of employment of the rural population. After all, otherwise you will have to spend much more money on unemployment benefits. It is necessary to support the agricultural sector and farmers not through social assistance, but through the implementation of programs to improve the efficiency and profitability of the industry.

The lack of sufficient support for Yezidi farmers from the state, problems with legislation, "saving" on investments in agricultural infrastructure in places where the Yezidi community lives compactly, in particular, the creation of modern irrigation systems, providing water to arid regions, leads to the fact that Yezidi agriculture has become unprofitable. 

The right to the native language and education of Yezidis in Armenia
33.Armenia's goal is to participate in cultural, social, economic and socio-political life Armenia, thus integrating into the life of the entire Armenian society. The Yezidi community is determined to defend its right to self-existence, culture and religion, and the right to full-fledged education in its native language, because it believes that these rights are not fully implemented. However, there is still no clear political will and support from the Armenian authorities.

Representatives of the Yezidi community "It is very important for us that the native language of Yezidis is recognized and considered as part of the linguistic and cultural heritage of Armenia. Today we have a need for the authorities to Armenia has pursued an active and consistent policy in the field of education in order to protect our rights to full-fledged education in our native language."

This implies, first, the need to learn the state language, and at the same time, the availability of appropriate opportunities to learn their native language or in their native Yezidi language. Unfortunately, we see that in Armenia there are tendencies to strengthen the teaching of the state language at the expense of the maximum reduction of teaching in the native Yezidi language.

34.The right of members of the Yezidi community to preserve their identity can only be fully realized if they acquire a proper knowledge of their native language during this educational process. At the same time, Yezidis are responsible for integrating into the society of their State by acquiring sufficient knowledge of the State language. We can observe such a vision in all international legal norms. These norms, which can and should be enforced by the State, can be a great boon for the Yezidis Armenia. Armenia has made international commitments and must adhere to the basic principles of equality and non-discrimination in access to education in the native language of the Yezidi community. Education concerns not only the system of compulsory secondary school education, but also pre-school, higher and special education.
Government agencies Armenia should effectively address the issue of the rights of the Yezidi community in the field of education. Unfortunately, sufficient measures are not being taken, available resources are not being used, and international assistance opportunities, especially economic and technical ones, are not being used to actively implement the right of the Yezidi community of Armenia to education in their own language or study it.

Armenia has not yet created real environment that allows organizations that represent the Yezidi community to participate actively in the development and implementation of policies and programs related to education for minorities.

In places where the Yezidi community is densely populated in Armenia, regional and local authorities have not yet been given the appropriate authority in the field of education for the Yezidi community, thereby facilitating the participation of Yezidis in the process of forming educational policies at the regional and local levels. The Yezidi community does not have the opportunity to participate and choose to participate in the education system at the local level in the Yezidi language and to teach it. According to international law, the Yezidi community in Armenia, like others, has the right to establish their own private educational institutions and manage them in accordance with local legislation. These institutions may include schools that teach the Yezidi language. Given the right of the Yezidi community to establish and manage its own educational institutions, States should not interfere with the exercise of this right. This is often done through illegal burdensome legal and administrative requirements. At the same time, if patrons and entrepreneurs want to open private educational institutions that teach the Yezidi language, they are harassed and distanced from these initiatives, using administrative levers of pressure.

Today, the Yezidi community has a great need for professional education, adult education, and training of professional groups, including lawyers, police, journalists, government officials, and even political and public figures. You can also add educational activities outside of a traditional school, such as religious education classes or summer educational camps.

Over the past decade, when referring to the Yezidi community in Armenian society, they have discussed education for national minorities very narrowly - only secondary incomplete education in the native language, which currently covers no more than 10% of the Yezidi community.  This attitude forms a lack of competitiveness for the Yezidi community. Such thinking makes the Yezidi community very, very weak as a community, it is reflected in the real lack of representation in many spheres of socio-political, cultural and social life in Armenia. 

Today we can state the fact that the remainder of the Yezidi mother tongue education systems in Armenia are being destroyed gradually, and this process has been going on for the last 30 years. Inthe Armenian violated in this regard Article13 of the CESCR, which clearly states the State's obligations to guarantee the right to education at all stages of individual development.

As you know, the first years of education are crucial for a child's development. According to studies in the field of education, a child's native language is an ideal means of teaching in preschool and kindergarten. The children of the Yezidi community are not provided with the conditions that allow their parents to have such a choice. Choosing pre-school education in your native Yezidi language has simply become impossible. This situation actually puts the condition of the Yezidi people in question in the near future. The Yezidi language should be taught as an academic subject on an ongoing basis, which unfortunately is not being done. The State language should also be taught as an academic subject on continuous basis, preferably by bilingual teachers who have a good understanding of the cultural and linguistic characteristics of the Yezidi community. Unfortunately, such conditions have not yet been created, which will lead in the near future to the actual assimilation of the Yezidi people and complete "dissolution" into the titular nation. Despite numerous European reports and recommendations from leading international organizations, much of the curriculum in secondary schools for Yezidis is still taught in a non-Yezidi language. According to the recommendations of the Council of Europe, the Yezidi language should be taught as an academic subject on a permanent basis in places where the community is densely populated. The provision of primary and secondary education in or instruction in the Yezidi language depends on the availability of teachers who have been trained in all subjects in their native language. However, we still do not see that this opportunity is provided or that sufficient enabling conditions are provided for appropriate teacher training and that access to such training is facilitated.

The reality is that taking into account the importance of preschool education in the native language, from this point of view, the educational system Armenia has stopped taking into account the language and culture of the Yezidis, even in places where the Yezidi community lives compactly. These are almost all settlements of the Yezidi community without exception Armenia, which has not had Yezidi preschool institutions in their native language in the last 30 years.

Actually, more than 50,000 (the official statistics are understated) of the Yezidi community in Armenia have no pre-schools or orphanages in their native Yezidi language.
Many Yezidis, Yezidi organizations and international organizations perceive such steps as assimilation. There are no pre-school institutions, which means that children enter schools with a non-native language sector, but without primary training. Many experts,legal experts, and human rights activists consider this a restriction on the right to education, and this restriction makes itself felt in the future in the academic performance of students. During their studies, they always face difficulties in obtaining education in their native language.

Naturally, in places of dispersed residence, Yezidi parents begin to think about sending their children to kindergartens in the language of the titular nation, and later to schools with a non — native language  sector. All this is so interconnected and intertwined, but in the end it comes down to one thing — the actual disappearance of the right and opportunity of Yezidis to receive education in their native language.

It is important to note that we are talking about the existence of an international and constitutional right to receive education in their native language. When this right to opportunity disappears – it is already discrimination, and the direction of the entire Yezidi community towards assimilation.

Today's children and entire generations before that from areas of compact residence, for the most part, can neither read nor write in their native language, and they prefer to speak not in their native language. They were denied the opportunity to receive education in their native language.

If you look closely at the Yezidis today, they show signs of blurring their ethnic identity, identity, and assimilation. Naturally, the Yezidi community, the socially active part of Yezidis, has a fear that the same method of education will continue in secondary schools in all countries of residence and in the future.

Unfortunately, the Yezidi educational programs do not properly include subjects such as national history, culture, etc. The history and geography of the Yezidi people are taught neither in their native nor in the state language, making the education process very, very poor.

It is noteworthy that the majority of Yezidi teachers, not openly, of course, for fear of losing their jobs, expressed their opposition to the above-mentioned programs for a variety of reasons, mainly due to the gradual loss of the right to education in their native language.

Secondary schools do not properly teach subjects such as national history, culture and religion of the Yezidi people, and some subjects are taught in the majority language. School leaders and some teachers have exposed the Yezidi community to the threat of assimilation for the sake of their careers and under pressure from the "upper classes".

As the overwhelming majority of public organizations of Yezidis in Armenia note and state, today the Yezidi community faces the threat that in the next 20 years the Yezidis will lose their identity.

On the part of educational structures In Armenia, the Yezidi community sees no interest in solving the above-mentioned problems, training national personnel for pre-school institutions and secondary schools of the Yezidi community. It is becoming clear that the State is not interested in training personnel and teachers for the education system of the Yezidi community. This provision contradicts international obligations and the Armenian legislation itself. Today, it is important for the Yezidi community to suspend political and practical actions aimed at assimilating the Yezidi community. 

The higher education in the Yezidi language will be accessible if international standards work in the places of compact residence, and the necessary conditions are established by the state authorities in the state structures of education, and that these conditions will be sufficient to meet the needs of the Yezidi community. At the very same time, the Yezidi people should have the legal right to seek ways and means to establish their own institutions of higher education. It is also essential to consider the experience in the recent past of having their own Yezidi educational institutions in the country's general education system and managing them, a fact that must be taken into account in determining future models of provision. In view of the importance and significance that international instruments attach to intercultural education and the presentation of minority history, culture and traditions, state education departments have not yet fulfilled their obligation to guarantee the inclusion of the teaching of full Yezidi history, Yezidi culture and traditions in the general compulsory curriculum for Yezidi schools. It is important that the content of curricula for the Yezidi community be developed with the active participation of Yezidi organizations, which, unfortunately, is not happening.
Monitoring of the situation suggests that national strategy for addressing issues related to the preservation of the languages and identity of the Yezidi community and all national minorities in general has not yet been developed and implemented in Armenia.
The lack of textbooks in minority languages was also highlighted as creating communication problems between young Yezidi students who do not speak Armenian and Armenian teachers. Yezidi children usually take between two and three years to learn Armenian; teaching other subjects in Armenian before that time hinders their development. Although there are some Yezidi teachers, if they are not from the same village, there are reports of transportation problems during the winter months. 

Availability of Yezidi textbooks, number of classes available for Yezidis, harassment of Yezidi children in the classroom, establishment of correctional classes for Yezidi children who leave school in April( in some villages, Yezidi children leave with their parents for summer pastures)The education of Yezidi teachers and the premature departure of Yezidi children from school are all causes for concern. Armenian authorities have tried to address some of these problems, for example by offering remedial classes for children working in pastures in the summer, and providing easier access to teacher training schools for Yezidi teachers. However , the Yezidis did not seem to take advantage of these measures, and communication between the authorities and the community was less than consistent.
Expert opinion
35. According to Morse Florence
, an employee of the office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, who visited the Yezidi community in Armenia, there are big problems in the field of human rights among the Yezidis of Armenia:
«I realized that not only the Yezidi community, but also other communities  have the biggest problem  - the loss  of identity
, as well as language and literacy. Based on the discussions and opinions of representatives of the Yezidi community, I realized that they have a deep problem of learning the language at school. And we know that within a  decade, when minorities cannot learn their native language, it leads to the collapse of their identity. When a child does not have the opportunity to learn his native language, he begins to notice that his native language is not important, his personality is not important, and that he will be insignificant, and  will not evaluate his native language..."

Reports of international organizations on land privatization by the Yezidi community

36. The reports of international authorities
 on Armenia indicate that representatives of minorities feel excluded from political representation, which is minimally represented in the National Assembly( only one MP)  or significant positions in the government. And this is the case and continues in 2021,despite the fact that a number of reports were conducted several years ago.  Whereas Armenian authorities reportedly allocate a budget for the promotion of minority cultures, minority organizations have expressed concern that they are underfunded; this situation is particularly serious for those minorities that do not have an external kin-state to provide an alternative source of resources, which is the Yezidi community in Armenia.
There are several Yezidi associations in Armenia, as well as some Kurdish associations. According to international organizations, Yezidis in the villages of Armenia lost out in the process of land privatization, many were left without property rights or the necessary access to pasture lands. Although opinions differ as to the extent to which this can be attributed to discrimination, the very fact that it is a national minority that has been disadvantaged has given rise to claims of discrimination.

The Armenian authorities claim that there were no applications for privatized land plots from Yezidis. In 2000, a new law was adopted providing for the privatization of land by auction. While some observers considered this arrangement unprofitable for the relatively poor Yezidi community, government officials suggested that the Yezidis lost land auctions because the community's representatives did not participate in the auction. In any case, the outcome of the lost auctions created tension between the Yezidi community and the Armenians.

Claims were also submitted to international organizations that instead of good land, the Yezidis received wastelands or unusable land in the mountains
. The mixed Yezidi-Armenian village of Zovuni is a good example. In the early 2000s, residents of Zovuni village began to complain that, unlike their Armenian neighbors, they did not receive their land certificates, despite the privatization process that began in 1991. Government officials claimed that the Yezidis did not submit their applications on time or properly.

 Yezidi community leaders claimed that they were not informed of the auction sale until after it was completed.  Yezidis were also reportedly subjected to xenophobic insults from land buyers. In 2005, a complaint was filed with the Human Rights Defenders ' Office on behalf of 250 Yezidis from the village, although this complaint appears to still be pending. Residents of Zovuni village and their neighbors in Avo village were also concerned about poor irrigation, gas and sewer equipment in the village, highlighting the steady process of depopulation and herd decline as a consequence of socio-economic deprivation. Zovuni Yezidis also expressed concern about hidden discrimination in light of the authorities ' failure to remove dangerously dilapidated electricity poles from the village and the failure of three Yezidi candidates to stand for election to local councils. Repeated promises by the authorities to help improve the situation have reportedly not led to any change.

Overall, it appears that Yezidis have been sidelined in the privatization process, and disputes over land use have soured Yezidi-Armenian relations in some areas. Although Armenian officials insist that they followed the law by notifying the Yezidis of upcoming auctions and so on, failures in communication between the authorities and the community led to the latter losing. This has had a major impact on the economic sustainability of the Yezidi community. This also had the side effect of disputes leading to crimes against Yezidis that were reportedly not properly investigated by the police.

The right of the Yezidi community to develop and enjoy its culture. Yezidis need cultural centers, theaters, exhibitions of their artists!
37. Just as with civil rights, the cultural rights of the Yezidi people in Armenia impose an obligation on the State, namely the obligation to respect, protect and exercise these cultural rights. The obligation to respect rights requires the State to refrain from interfering with the organization and to further and intensively promote the enjoyment of cultural rights. The obligation to exercise rights requires States to take appropriate legislative, administrative, budgetary and other measures to fully realize cultural rights. 
The situation regarding the rights to share and develop culture with other members of the Yezidi community in their places of residence largely reflects the general situation of human rights and freedoms. Today in Armenia, the cultural rights of the Yezidi community are given secondary importance(sometimes not at all). The accessibility and exercise of cultural rights, access to culture, gives society the basis for democratization and the establishment of a State governed by the rule of law. It is precisely with developed cultural rights and access to culture by ethnic minorities ( in our case, the Yezidis) that the legal awareness of the population and the possibility of creating a State governed by the rule of law can be guaranteed.  Considering the situation regarding the cultural rights of the Yezidi community in Armenia, we can see an almost identical situation – the right to culture of the Yezidi community is gradually being dissolved and evaporated, which contradicts Article15of the CESCR.
The State has legislated for the right of the Yezidi community to enjoy cultural rights. But the Yezidi community does not have a sufficiently effective mechanism for protecting and preserving culture and access to it. The perception of proactive connivance on the part of the State and the lack of political will do not justify the current situation and the situation of the Yezidi community. The real chances that the Yezidi community will be able to access, develop, and preserve its characteristics, traditions, and culture are minimized. In the long run, to zero.

Yezidis in Armenia still do not have working cultural centers, Sunday schools, the Yezidi community is deprived of its own theater, there is no encouragement and support for Yezidi cultural scientists, artists or other artists. In general, this can be described as follows: the many thousands of Yezidi people in Armenia are not given the opportunity to organize and develop their cultural life.

Yezidi community, Yezidi activists under pressure from the authorities

38. The coalition, which includes five nongovernmental organizations:  Socioscope Social Research and Consulting Center, Pink NGO, Women's Resource Center, Real World, Real People, and PEN Armenia prepared a coalition alternative report. The NGOs raised acute and pressing human rights issues in Armenia, and also raised questions about the situation of human rights defenders in Armenia, how their rights are protected, and how freely and without persecution they can speak about human rights issues in Armenia.
The Coalition  stressed and expressed concern about the smear campaign against human rights defenders: «Smear campaigns conducted by state media and government officials were often used to stigmatize civil society organizations and human rights defenders and discredit their work in Armenia from 2015 to 2018. These campaigns portrayed human rights defenders as foreign agents and spies who could lead to increased threats. After the "Velvet Revolution" in May 2018, smear campaigns against human rights defenders were once again launched in an unprecedented manner by individuals associated with the former political elite, in an attempt to discredit the Government by promoting myths about the activities of foreign-funded non-governmental organizations, human rights defenders and their motives. In post-revolutionary Armenia, anti-human and inhumane movements of human rights defenders are more pronounced." 

In an alternative report  , the coalition of organizations notes that they are being "turned" from  human rights defenders into "spies", trying to destroy their reputation so that citizens do not turn  to them if their rights have been violated. Thus, human rights defenders become targets of the special services and are further persecuted.

The NGO coalition  raised issues related to the rights of human rights  defenders working with the most vulnerable communities, persons belonging to minorities: "Human rights defenders working in the field of sexual and reproductive health and rights are also extremely vulnerable in the public sector, as they are harassed both by State institutions and by reactionary groups that promote a discriminatory culture. In recent years, as a result of their human rights work, they have been repeatedly targeted for hate speech and humiliating statements."
39. On 20 May 2021, officers of the Investigative Department of the National Security Service of the Republic of Armenia searched the home of human rights defender Sashik Sultanian, as well as the homes of his colleagues and the office of the "Yezidi Center for Human Rights", as part of a criminal investigation for "actions aimed at inciting national, racial or religious hatred, racial superiority or humiliation of national dignity" (Part 1 and Part 2 of Art 226 of the Criminal Code). Over the past year, Sashik Sultanian has been under constant prosecution and his passport
 was confiscated by officers of the Investigative Department. Laptops, computers, flash drives, and documents were seized during the searches. Sashik Sultanian was forbidden to use his phone and record what happened during the search. On the same day, similar searches were conducted in the apartments and cars of Muraz Shamoyan, news editor of the Yezidi Center for Human Rights, and Amo Sadoyev, a volunteer of the organization. On 21 May, Muraz Shamoyan, Amo Sadoyev and Sashik Sultanyan were summoned for interrogation to the Investigative Department. Muraz Shamoyan was interrogated for eight hours without a break, during which the investigator reportedly said: "Western NGOs should be shut down.

40. Sashik Sultanyan is a well-known human rights activist and head of Centre for Human Rights the Yezidi Center for Human Rights in Armenia. The human rights activist actively advocates for the rights of the Yezidi community in Armenia and internationally. The Yezidi Center for Human Rights (YCHR) is a group of Yezidi human rights defenders who implement projects to preserve the identity, language and culture of national minorities, as well as promote the participation of the Yezidi community in the socio-political and economic life of the country. The organization's goal is to protect the rights of Yezidis and other ethno-religious minorities based on fundamental human rights principles.

On October 3, 2020 L. Tatoyan, an investigator of the Investigation Department of the National Security Service, initiated a criminal case against Sashik Sultanyan based on the statement that the human rights defender made to the Iraqi Yezidi media on June 8, 2020 www.yazidinews.com , which, in his opinion, was off the record. In the recorded conversation, the human rights defender outlined his opinion about the state of protection of the rights of Yezidi citizens in the Republic of Armenia. The comments of the human rights defender were regarded by the Investigation Department of the National Security Service as "actions aimed at inciting national, racial or religious hatred, at racial superiority or humiliation of national dignity. The criminal case was initiated on the basis of a complaint about the recording of a conversation sent to the Investigative Department of the National Security Service by the leader of the far-right movement Veto, Narek Malyan. The Veto movement, which calls itself a social and political movement against the Soros Foundation in Armenia on the Internet, actively seeks to smear human rights organizations in the country.
Sashik Sultanyan has long been a target for his peaceful human rights work. In July 2020, unknown persons launched a campaign in Armenian social networks to smear the human rights defender through Facebook posts. 

The Armenian authorities, concerned that international organizations have begun to listen to the statements of representatives of the Yezidi community about mass violations of the rights and freedoms of Yezidis in Armenia, have launched a campaign to suppress the activity of Yezidi public activists. More than 30 non-governmental organizations in Armenia have asked the Prime Minister of Armenia to " exercise proper supervision over the National Security Service, which is subordinate to him; otherwise, this illegal persecution seeks to leave a shameful mark on the already compromised democratic order of Armenia
."

The international organizations like Freedom House
 and Human Rights Watch
 have launched an active campaign to defend the Yazidi activist.  On June 2, 2021, Hugh Williamson, Director for Europe and Central Asia of Human Rights Watch, sent an open letter to the Prosecutor General of Armenia, Artur Davtyan, about the invalidity of the charges against Sashik Sultanyan. Subsequently, in view of the international scandal surrounding the Yezidi activist, Armenian human rights defender Arman Tatoyan was also forced to join the process, who " shares the concerns of human rights defenders, non-governmental organizations, including the international human rights organization Freedom House in connection with the criminal prosecution of the head of the Yezidi Center for Human Rights Sashik Sultanyan
»."The international organization Front line Defends joined the international scandal and the protection of the rights of the Yezidi activist
.

�Yezidi village in Armenia: Haykashen, Aytakh, Aknalich, Alagyaz, AmreTazaAragatsavan, Aragatsotn, Argavand, Arevik, Arevut, Artashar, Gai, Getap, Jamushvan, Yerashaun, Zovuni, Matsamor, Galto, Apaga, Midzhnatun, Hakko, Akunk, Arshaluis, Nor, Gehi, Jarjaris, Tlik, Zartonk, Shenkani, Kaniashir, Avshen, Mrgashat, Sagmosavan, Sorik, Ferik, Shamiram, Nalbandian, (MetzShairar) Armavir (Ghurduhuli), Aigeshat (Kuzigidan), Jrarpi (Karhun), MirakSipan (PAMP)


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg9pbzsSF0c&feature=emb_logo" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg9pbzsSF0c&feature=emb_logo�


�� HYPERLINK "http://yazidis.info/ru/news/2262/%D0%A0%D0%B0%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA-%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B0-%D0%92%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%85%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%9E%D0%9E%D0%9D-%D0%BF%25D" �Yezidis.info/ru/news/2262/�


�� HYPERLINK "https://rm.coe.int/second-report-on-armenia/16808b5533" �https://rm.coe.int/second-report-on-armenia/16808b5533�


�� HYPERLINK "https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCCPR%2fCSS%2fARM%2f43371&Lang=en" �https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCCPR%2fCSS%2fARM%2f43371&Lang=en�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-report-on-international-religious-freedom/armenia/" �https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-report-on-international-religious-freedom/armenia/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://hcav.am/en/yezidi-center-for-human-rights-statement/?fbclid=IwAR3WrnglUH8fN6p8toIbtRpi-FHutt7tWDClaT69lQcIZEXgFRSB_XlQ4C8" �https://hcav.am/en/yezidi-center-for-human-rights-statement/?fbclid=IwAR3WrnglUH8fN6p8toIbtRpi-FHutt7tWDClaT69lQcIZEXgFRSB_XlQ4C8� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://freedomhouse.org/article/armenia-authorities-must-drop-charges-against-yezidi-human-rights-defender-and-protect?fbclid=IwAR1vD_VWJcwgdSPjAJf-n8EkAPu-WCu12UOfgAflI-PkfZyhRYp_pqoG9K0" �https://freedomhouse.org/article/armenia-authorities-must-drop-charges-against-yezidi-human-rights-defender-and-protect?fbclid=IwAR1vD_VWJcwgdSPjAJf-n8EkAPu-WCu12UOfgAflI-PkfZyhRYp_pqoG9K0�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/06/16/armenia-malicious-prosecution-activist" �https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/06/16/armenia-malicious-prosecution-activist� 


�� HYPERLINK "https://armeniatoday.news/%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bb%d0%b8%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0/334880/" �https://armeniatoday.news/%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bb%d0%b8%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0/334880/�


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/judicial-prosecution-human-rights-defender-sashik-sultanyan?fbclid=IwAR1h8EQ6QD-7wHK64avq7aTeOWTwwJWSK-4ONy9dNinPsTRJ9qb2eYMvPsc" �https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/judicial-prosecution-human-rights-defender-sashik-sultanyan?fbclid=IwAR1h8EQ6QD-7wHK64avq7aTeOWTwwJWSK-4ONy9dNinPsTRJ9qb2eYMvPsc�
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