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Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I declare open and welcome you to the one hundred and twenty-fifth session of the Human Rights Committee. 

As we open this session, I would like to congratulate and warmly welcome the six new members of the Committee: Mr. Christopher Arif Bulkan, Mr. Shuichi Furuya, Mr. Hernán Quezada, Ms. Vasilka Sancin, Ms. Hélène Tigroudja, and Mr. Gentian Zyberi. It is my hope that you find your new roles rewarding, and that they bring you a measure of professional satisfaction. 

You arrive at a time when the human rights agenda has been subjected to increased hostility. Indeed the very raison d’etre behind human rights is being tested. As the Secretary-General stated in his opening statement last week to the fortieth session of the Human Rights Council “The human rights agenda is losing ground in many parts of the globe, but I am not losing hope.  Yes, we see troubling trends, but we also see powerful movements for human rights and social justice..”. In this context, the work you do here contributes to reinforcing basic human rights principles. You are tasked with guiding States parties as to how they may be better able to fulfill their human rights obligations, and to provide authoritative guidance on the interpretation of those obligations. As highlighted by the High Commissioner on numerous occasions, the human rights treaties and the work of the treaty bodies’ are even more relevant in today’s challenging environment and the High Commissioner is committed to continue to work with all relevant stakeholders to contribute to discussions on the long term sustainability of the treaty body system. In this context, your engagement and contribution as that of all members of this Committee. Will continue to be most valuable. 
Distinguished members of the Committee,


Since the last time we met, OHCHR has continued to implement its four year work-plan, and the 2019 Annual Appeal, the first since the High Commissioner joined, has been launched. We will continue to focus on supporting the implementation of the outcomes of human rights mechanisms, which is one of the six pillars guiding our work during this period. In the Appeal, the HC highlighted other key areas of our work including, strengthening the rule of law and accountability, protecting and expanding civic space for greater participation, countering discrimination, integrating Human Rights more strongly in sustainable development policies and programmes, supporting early warning and prevention and protecting rights in situations of conflict and insecurity. The High Commissioner is also very aware of the challenges faced by Treaty Bodies, particularly your Committee, to address individual complaints in a timely manner, and the serious consequences that the delays have had on the persons who submitted their complaints. Your support and efforts, led by the then-Chair Yuval Shany, have been paramount in this regard, particularly to seek support for the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section and also to think of ways forward, together with my colleagues, to streamline the procedure. A lot remains to be done to provide the Section with the human resources it needs, but not only. Projects such as the creation of a Portal are for example on their way, and the team is taking concrete actions to enhance the efficiency of the procedure.
2020 TBs Review
This year’s meeting of the Chairs of the treaty bodies will take place in New York from 24 to 28 June. It will be the last formal opportunity for the Chairs to meet before the Review of the treaty body system, which should take place by 9 April 2020. Hence the importance of making use of every possible opportunity during the first half of the year to reflect on the questions that the Chairs have shared with all the Committees and any other issues that the Committees may wish to contribute in the context of the 2020 review. While I note that your Committee has elaborated its position on the basis of the questionnaire, I encourage you to continue to engage in open and constructive dialogue within your Committee and with other Committees and to pursue discussions at this critical time leading to the 2020 Review.

We look forward to the outcome of such discussions. The Secretariat of the meeting of the Chairs of treaty bodies also stands ready to support you in this regard. A dedicated extranet page on the 2020 Review has been created, with all available information and background documentation.  

Let me also take this opportunity to recall that the General Assembly in its resolution 73/162 adopted in December last year, requested the Secretary General to submit the next biennial report on the status of the treaty body system in January 2020 in advance of the review. In terms of timeline, the Secretary General, with input from the Office, will need to finalize the report by September, and will be developing its contours by the end of June. 

The Office has shared a note verbale requesting input from States and other stakeholders on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/268 and on the 2020 review more generally. The information is posted on the treaty body strengthening webpage of the Office. The deadline to receive information is now being extended until 1 April 2019.

The report will certainly highlight some of the lessons learned from the implementation of resolution 68/268. The Secretary General’s report will also address some of procedures and activities that were not adequately funded or for which resources were underestimated or simply not included in the formula. This includes adequate resources for the timely treatment of individual complaints, but also inquiries, early warning and urgent action procedures, inter-State communications, and visits of the SPT. We believe that the outcome of this process will bring the necessary solutions to allow the system to function effectively and to make a difference, where it matters most, at the national level, for the rights holders and bringing us closer to living up to the commitment to “Leave No One Behind”. 
Members of the Committee,
Finally, allow me to express the appreciation of the Secretariat for the work of the outgoing Bureau of the Committee, led, over the past two years, by the Chairs Mr. Yuji Iwasawa followed by Mr. Yuval Shany and supported by the Vice-Chairs, Mr. Fathalla, Ms. Jelic, Ms. Cleveland, Mr. Politi and Ms. Waterval, several of whom have left the Committee already. The efficient work of this Committee over the past two years was also a product of a strong bureau.

Distinguished Members of the Committee

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In conclusion, allow me to wish you, on behalf of the High Commissioner, a very productive session, my colleagues and I look forward to working with you.
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