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Distinguished colleagues,
Excellencies,
Representatives of States parties,
Members of civil society and organizations of persons with disabilities,

A. YOU OPEN THE SESSION
It is my pleasure to open the thirty-fourth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
At the outset, I would like to warmly welcome Committee members, delegations of States parties, representatives of United Nations entities, national human rights institutions, and organizations of persons with disabilities participating in this session.
B. YOU GIVE THE FLOOR TO THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL (ANDREA ORI)

C. YOU MAKE A STATEMENT 

Since the closure of the thirty-third session, the Bureau and I have continued our engagement to support the effective functioning of the Committee and to advance the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
In December 2025, I participated in the online meeting of the Chairs of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies, 
Earlier this year, following discussions among Committee members, the document “Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Position: Non-paper on UN Human Rights Treaty Body Strengthening.”  was submitted on 18 February 2026 to OHCHR through the Secretariat of the Chairs Meeting.
The Committee also contributed to the preparations for the nineteenth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention, including proposals concerning the main theme and round-table topics, as well as the consideration of potential panelists.
In addition, I participated in discussions related to the Global Disability Fund, where I provided advice on strengthening its role in supporting the implementation of the Convention. I emphasized the importance of reinforcing international cooperation under Article 32 of the Convention and ensuring that the Global Disability Fund effectively support States parties in fulfilling their obligations.
We continue advancing work towards the development of a General Comment on article 11 of the Convention, addressing situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies, and preparing for the consideration of the zero draft of General Comment No. 11 on article 29 of the Convention, concerning the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life. In addition, the Committee will continue its discussions on several important thematic issues, including the development of guidelines on intersectional discrimination and issues related to violence against persons with disabilities.
The Committee will also continue to address individual communications and inquiries under the Optional Protocol, as well as matters related to the working methods of the Committee.  

Distinguished colleagues,
During the preparation of this session, the Committee was informed that, due to the serious liquidity crisis affecting the United Nations, accessibility services for the session — including International Sign interpretation and real-time captioning — might not be provided.
The Committee made clear that the absence of these services would undermine the meaningful participation of deaf Committee members and other members with disabilities, limit the ability of States parties to engage in constructive dialogue with the Committee, and prevent the global deaf community from accessing the proceedings of the session.
The Committee issued public statement, which was also shared with the Permanent Missions in Geneva of the 193 States parties to the Convention, clearly expressing the Committee’s position.
The Committee further emphasized that accessibility and reasonable accommodation must be treated as essential operational requirements for all treaty body sessions, and called upon the United Nations to ensure that similar situations do not arise in the future.
At the same time, the Committee noted that the ongoing UN80 reform initiative does not sufficiently reflect the United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy and called upon the Secretary-General to ensure that disability inclusion is fully reflected in the future development of the United Nations system.
In addressing these challenges, the solidarity of the international disability community was crucial. I would like to express our appreciation to the International Disability Alliance, the World Federation of the Deaf, Member States of the United Nations, and many organizations of persons with disabilities and disability rights advocates around the world who voiced their strong support.
Thanks to these collective efforts, International Sign interpretation and real-time captioning were ultimately confirmed for this session, 

Distinguished members 
This session takes place under particularly challenging circumstances. Recent developments in the Middle East have caused disruptions to international travel, affecting flights and the ability of some participants to reach Geneva. At the same time, the United Nations continues to face a serious liquidity crisis, which has had important operational implications for the work of the treaty bodies.
Despite these challenges, I am pleased that the Committee can convene its thirty-fourth session and continue fulfilling its mandate under the Convention.
Distinguished colleagues,
This session also takes place at a particularly significant moment. The year 2026 marks the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Over the past two decades, the Convention has transformed the global understanding of disability by affirming that the rights of persons with disabilities are an integral and indispensable part of the international human rights system.
This anniversary provides an opportunity not only to reflect on the progress achieved, but also to renew our collective commitment to the full implementation of the Convention.

Distinguished colleagues,
The challenges encountered in preparing this session remind us that the principles of accessibility, inclusion, and meaningful participation must remain central to the work of the United Nations.
They also remind us that the Convention is not only a legal instrument, but a transformative framework that continues to guide our efforts to build inclusive societies.
I would also like to acknowledge the continued engagement of organizations of persons with disabilities, whose voices, expertise, and lived experiences remain essential to the work of this Committee.
Finally, I would like to thank the members of the Committee, the Committee Secretariat Office, and all partners who have worked tirelessly to make this session possible.
As we mark twenty years of the Convention, let us reaffirm that the rights of persons with disabilities are not a marginal concern, but a central pillar of the international human rights system, and that our shared responsibility is to ensure that these rights are fully realized for all persons with disabilities, everywhere.

Thank you.
