Japan’s engagement with the Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children
Facts and figures
· Latest number of child abuse: 122,578 (April 2016 - March 2017)
· Those are the number of child abuse cases consulted to 210 Child Consultation Centers in Japan
· Those are the highest number recorded since 2002
· Among these child abuse cases, physical abuse (31,927 (26.0%)), neglect (25,842 (21.1%)), sexual abuse (1,622 (1.3%)), psychological abuse (63,187 (51.5%))  
· Reference: Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare “Release of results of the 13th report on verification of child abuse cases which resulted in deaths, etc.” August 17, 2017 (http://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/houdou/0000173365.html <-Japanese only)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Number of victims of child sexual exploitation through social network services (other than "online dating sites") was 1,736 in 2016.    


Sustainable Development Goals
· Japanese Government has established “the SDGs Promotion Headquarters” headed by the Prime Minister and composed of all ministers on May 20, 2016. “The SDGs Promotion Headquarters” has issued “SDGs Implementation Guiding Principles (https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/sdgs/dai2/siryou1e.pdf)” and “Specific Measures to Achieve the SDGs (https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/sdgs/dai2/siryou2e.pdf).”
· In the “Specific Measures to Achieve the SDGs,” EVAC related measures are included such as;
· “Promotion of countermeasures for child sexual exploitation” by National Police Agency
· “Further implementation of measures to prevent child abuse” by Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
· “Promotion of countermeasures for human trafficking” by Cabinet Secretariat

Japans engagement with End Violence
· Pathfinding: Pathfinding countries are those who commit to accelerate action to end violence against children and take several concrete steps to do so. These include appointing a senior level government focal point, strengthen or build multi-stakeholder multi sectoral platform, reinforce data collection, develop road map and/or national action plan to end violence against children, implement and evaluate the plan, share lessons learned with other countries and ensure corrective action. UNICEF (through Japan Committee for UNICEF) and CSOs in country are aligning efforts to advance the pathfinding dialogue with the government of Japan at the highest level and engage multiple stakeholders including the private sector in ending violence against children. CSOs who have advocated for pathfinding process for almost a year now include World Vision Japan, Human Rights Watch, Human Rights Now, Save the Children Japan and ACE. 

·  Meeting government and stakeholders: Various Ministries are part of the pathfinding process in all pathfinding countries ensuring violence against children is addressed with a strong multi-sectoral approach. In September 2017, End Violence Director, Susan Bissell visited Japan where a series of important dialogues were held including a meeting with various Ministries (Cabinet Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, National Police Agency), a public seminar on ending violence against children (UNICEF, CSOs and government) and meeting with leading Japanese private sector companies. 


· Trust Fund: A multi-donor trust fund supports activities to achieve the vision of the End Violence Partnership and aims to prove through ‘catalytic’ investment that evidence based programming yields tangible results and there is an ‘investment case’ to be made. The Fund has three windows; online sexual exploitation of children, violence in everyday lives of children (supporting pathfinding countries) and violence in humanitarian settings. End Violence is in dialogue with the government of Japan about contributing to the Trust Fund under the humanitarian window. If Japan decides to contribute to the Trust Fund, it is likely to be followed by an invitation to the government of Japan to be part of the End Violence Board and the Fund Steering Committee.

· Solutions Summit: End Violence, together with the governments of Sweden and the United Kingdom is organizing the first global End Violence Solutions Summit in Stockholm, in February 2018. The government of Japan has been invited to the Solutions Summit as part of the group of WeProtect countries. This will be another key opportunity to showcase the Government of Japan’s commitment and role as a global leader in ending all forms of violence against children. Japan’s formal engagement with End Violence as pathfinding and/or contributor to the Fund will strengthen long term and stronger political will and commitment to act to address violence against children both domestically and globally.



