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Esteemed/Distinguished Chairperson, 

Dear members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me to express contentment on behalf of the Delagation of the Republic of Serbia for the opportunity to present today the Third Periodical Report on Implementing the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of the United Nations in the Republic of Serbia.
In the very beginning, I would like to present to you the members of the Delegation of the Republic of Serbia composed of:

· H.E. Vladislav Mladenović, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Serbia to the United Nations and other international organisations in Geneve;
· Veljko Odalović, Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and President of the Commission on Missing Persons;
· Ferenc Vicko, State Secretary, Ministry of Health;

· Ivan Bošnjak, State Secretary, Ministry of Public Administration and Local Self-Government;

· Čedomir Backović, Assistant Minister, Ministry of Justice;

· Dr Marko Nikolić, Acting Assistant Director, Office for Cooperation with Churches and Religious Communities;

· Snežana Pečenčić, Ministry of Culture and the Media
· Dragan Vulević, Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs;
· Stevan Popović, Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs;
· Aleksandra Stepanović, Ministry of Justice;

· Vladimir Vukićević, Ministry of Justice;

· Milan Andrić, Ministry of Interior;
· Gordana Gavrilović, Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure
· Milica Todorić,  Ministry of Foreign Affairs;
· Snežana Vuković, Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development;
· Tamara Mirović, Deputy Public Prosecutor; 
· Tatjana Lagumdžija, Prosecutor, State Prosecutorial Council;

· Svetislav Rabrenović, Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor;
· Majda Kršikapa, Judge, High Judicial Council;

· Vanja Rodić, Supreme Court of Cassation;
· Marina Đakić,  Commissariat for Refugees and Migrations;

· Jovana Konjević, Commissariat for Refugees and Migrations;
· Maja Vasović, Commission on Missing Persons;
· Igor Popović, Office for Kosovo and Metohija;
· Jasna Plavšić, Office for Human and Minority Rights;

· Svetlana Đorđević, Office for Human and Minority Rights;
· Tanja Srećković, Office for Human and Minority Rights;

Esteemed Chairperson,
The Republic of Serbia is devoted to further empowering of the democratic society primarily entailing respect of human and minority rights.  
According to the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia, generally-accepted principles of international law and ratified international instruments compose an integral part of domestic legal system and they are directly applied. The Republic of Serbia is a Party to eight core UN human rights treaties.  
The Republic of Serbia supports the work and is open for cooperation with special procedures of the United Nations, which is verified by its standing invitation for all thematic procedures as of 11th October 2005. 

Our country has been actively cooperating with the Council of Europe and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe in the field of protection and promotion of human and minority rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as in promoting the rule of law and further democratisation of the society. The Republic of Serbia has ratified a number of conventions of the Council of Europe in the area of human and minority rights including the most important, European Convention for Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

As a state party to the international and regional instruments on human rights, the Republic of Serbia clearly shows its support in realising their objectives and is actively taking part in creating and implementing new standards for the purpose of promoting and protecting human rights.

The Republic of Serbia is a country with the status of a candidate for membership in the European Union. Within the comprehensive reform ongoing in the given context, special attention has been paid on promoting the rule of law and protecting human rights. The reform is related to the changes of the legislative framework towards the adoption of the best standards and practices of modern society, but it also relates to strengthening institutional capacities, freedom of media and promotion of human rights in all aspects of society. A confirmation of clear committment of the Republic of Serbia to  establish and develop legal and institutional mechanisms for developing an open, democratic and tolerant society based on principles of respect of human rights, is recent opening of the Negotiating Chapter 23: Judiciary and Fundamental Rights. 
Distingushed Chairperson
I would especially like to point out the fact that the Republic of Serbia is not able to monitor the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in its Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, since the management of the Province has been entrusted to the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) according to the Resolution 1244(1999) of the United Nations Security Council. This is the reason why the report before you does not contain detailed information on the implementation of the Covenant in this part of the territory of the Republic of Serbia.

In this regard, I suggest that the Committee invite UNMIK to submit additional information related to the implementation of the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights in the territory of Kosovo and Metohija in order to complete the report of the Republic of Serbia as a state party. I strongly believe that it is of great importance for the Committee to gain insight into the situation concerning the respect of civil and political rights in our Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, where the member of non-Albanian communities are faced with various problems and challenges in terms of exercising human rights. Bearing in mind the aforementioned, the Government of Serbia is ready  to provide all available information and thus contribute to the work of the Committee related to the consideration of the implementation of the Covenant in that part of our territory.

Destingushed  Chairperson, 

The strategic legislative and institutional framework for the protection of human rights has been established in the Republic of Serbia.

 The Constitution of the Republic of Serbia guarantees equality of all its citizens and the right to equal legal protection without discrimination. Human and minority rights guaranteed by the Constitution  are directly implemented. 

In addition to already existing, the Republic of Serbia has established two more human rights mechanisms:

(1) Council for Monitoring the Implementation of the Recommendations of the United Nations Mechanisms for Human Rights and 

(2) Council for Monitoring the Realisation of the Action Plan for the Implementation of the Strategy for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. 

In order to meet the recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review Second Cycle (2013) and the effective monitoring of their implementation, the Serbian government in 2014 established the Council for Monitoring the Implementation of the Recommendations of the United Nations Mechanisms for Human Rights. The main goal of this body is more efficient monitoring of recommendations and the improvement of cross-sectoral cooperation with regard to their implementation, as well as strengthening of cooperation with UN mechanisms. The Council has drafted a plan for the follow-up of all recommendations addressed to Serbia containing the status of implementation, goals, deadlines and bodies responsible for the implementation of each recommendation.

There are two key principles in the work of the Council: inclusiveness and transparency. Inclusiveness means that the work of the Council includes not only executive authorities and the competent committee of National Assembly but also independent bodies, civil society organisations and other relevant actors as well. Transparency implies openness and honesty in the process. The Council provides a forum for discussion and exchange of opinions of the participants and it gives an opportunity for improving the communication and cooperation both within the executive branch, as well as between the executive bodies and other stakeholders.

Another  mechanism is the Council for Monitoring the Realisation of the Action Plan for the Implementation of the Strategy for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, established by the Government in 2015, with a task to monitor the progress of enforcement of measures and implementation of activities, in accordance with deadlines and to timely warn of challenges in the enforcement of  measures within the framework of the Action plan for the Implementation of the Strategy by 2018.

Issues regarding the protection and promotion of human and minority rights are addressed at the highest state level. The National Assembly, being the highest representative body and holder of constitutional and legislative power, conducts the activities in the field of human and minority rights and gender equality through the work of the Committee on Human and Minority Rights and Gender Equality.

The Republic of Serbia has established independent bodies for the protection of human rights and provided all necessary conditions an requirements for their work. 

Distinguished Chairperson,
Since the last reporting period the strategic framework for the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights has been improved in line with our long-term policy in the field of human rights. 

Strategy for Prevention and Protection from Discrimination until 2018 and the accompanying Action Plan provide for measures and activities aimed to further contribute to the prevention of discrimination in our society.

By adopting the Strategy for Social Inclusion of Roma for the period from 2016 to 2025, the work on providing access to services and better quality of life for the Roma citizens, based on previous Strategy for Improvement of the position of Roma until 2015, has been continued,.

The National Strategy for the Prosecution of War Crimes adopted in 2016, is aimed at  creating conditions for significant improvement of the efficiency of the investigation and prosecution of war crimes in Serbia.

Distinguished Chairperson,

Allow me to inform you that through implementation of existing legislation, introduction of ammendements, changes and additions where necessary in order to improve it and adoption of new legislation related to the implementation of individual civil and political rights, the process of achieving them and strengthening their protection in practice has been facilitated and simplified.

The Republic of Serbia in the previous period  has made significant progress in the legislative and policy framework in order to protect and improve the status of women, with an emphasis on protection from domestic and intimate partner violence.

Law on Amendments to the Criminal Code harmonised legislative framework with the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence.  New criminal offences and more severe penalties for certain criminal offences against sexual freedom have been introduced, while for some of these offences mitigation of punishment is expressly prohibited.

In November 2015, the Rulebook on Detailed Conditions and Standards for the Provision of Telephone Helplines Services for Women Survivors of Violence in accordance with Article 24 of the Istanbul Convention was adopted. 

     In accordance with Article 10 of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, the Republic of Serbia has established the Coordination body for Gender Equality, with a task to consider all matters and coordinate the work of the state administration in relation to gender equality. 

National Strategy for Gender Equality for the period from 2016 to 2020 with the Action Plan by 2018 has also been adopted.  The objectives of this strategic document are: changes in gender patterns and improving gender equality; increasing equality between women and men by applying policies and measures for equal opportunities as well as introducing the engendering in the adoption, implementation and monitoring of public policies.

Law on Prevention of Domestic Violence stipulating the temporary removal of the offender from the home and temporary restraining order for a period of 48 hours which may be issued by a police officer was also adopted. 

Since February 2016, The Republic of Serbia has been using the EU Gender Equality Index in six areas: distribution of time, money, work, knowledge, power, health and the two sub-areas: violence against women and cross-sectoral differences. Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and the European Institute for Gender Equality initially calculated that index of gender equality in the Republic of Serbia amounted to 40.6 % (EU average is around 52%).

Law on Civil Servants stipulates that when hiring for the state body positions, under equal conditions, all working posts are available to the candidate.  When hiring for the state body position, employers pay special attention in order to have the ethnic composition, gender representation and the number of persons with disabilities in accordance with the structure of the population.

On the basis of these legal provisions, women make up 62.24% of the total number of civil servants. There is 53.23% of women in managerial executive positions and 45% hold a significant position. After the parliamentary elections, the National Assembly was constituted and the female representatives now make up 34% of the composition. President of The National Assembly is a woman, as well as two Deputies.

The Government of the Republic of Serbia includes five female ministers, and one of them is the Deputy Prime Minister and President of the Coordination Body for Gender Equality.

The Internet campaign "Violence Off" (#iskljucinasilje) was launched, in order to raise awareness about domestic violence and to present new legal measures in the field of  prevention and protection from violence.
Within the project "Prevention of gender-based violence" in 50 primary and secondary schools in Serbia - 1800 members of staff, 5800 girls and 4900 boys have been trained to recognize and react in situations of gender-based violence.

Distinguished Chairperson,

National Judicial Reform Strategy for the period from 2013 to 2018 with an Action Plan has been adopted. The process of reviewing reappointment of judges has been completed and the unelected judges are integrated into the judicial system of the Republic of Serbia.

Government adopted a Code of Conduct for members of the Government about the limits of permissibility commenting on court decisions and procedures, while the draft code for MPs is being prepared.

By adopting a new Law on the Protection of the Right to Trial within a Reasonable Time and thanks to the great efforts of all courts, Serbia created the conditions for progress in the realisation of the right to trial within a reasonable time, the possibility of seeking compensation in case of violation of this law was enabled, the duration of the court proceedings was shortened and the number of unresolved cases from the previous period was reduced.

After the formation of the new government in August 2016, the work on the Draft Law on Free Legal Aid in collaboration with representatives of civil society and bar associations was continued.

Distinguished Chairperson,

The Republic of Serbia is committed to improving the situation of persons deprived of liberty on any grounds, as well as raising public awareness about the importance of protecting their rights. Also, measures to strengthen the capacity of professionals in order to prevent inhuman and degrading treatment are being taken.

The Law on Police regulates the use of coercion, while mandatory instruction provides for reporting and assessment of the justification and correctness of the use of force.

In order to improve police procedures against persons deprived of their liberty, the Safeguards against the ill-treatment of persons deprived of their liberty has been adopted in 2012.

The Republic of Serbia has also adopted a special Law on Enforcement of Non-custodial Sanctions and Measures that is in line with the recommendations of the Council of Europe Probation Rules, thus creating a unified regulatory framework aimed at improving conditions for the implementation of sanctions carried out in the community.

The provisions of the Amnesty Law related to conditional release and the Strategy to Reduce the Overload of Accommodation Capacities in Institutions for Execution of Criminal Sanctions in the Republic of Serbia, in the period from 2010 to 2015, reduced overcrowding in prisons. Accommodation capacities in prisons amount to 9,459 places.

In accordance with the Strategy for Development of Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions System by 2020, numerous investment activities have been planned.

War Crimes Investigation Service cooperate and act upon requests by the Prosecution for war crimes, with which it has formed joint teams to improve the quality of investigations and more efficient treatment. The service currently runs on more than 20 war crimes cases.

In the field of prevention and fight against torture and ill-treatment the Republic of Serbia is planning to strengthen the capacity of the Ombudsman, especially in its role as a national mechanism for the prevention of torture. Also, through the definition of clear channels of communication between police officers, the National Preventive Mechanism and civil society organisations, it is planned to achieve a higher level of coordination and raise the general level of awareness about the necessity of full elimination of all forms of torture.

Distinguished Chairperson,

Republic Public Prosecutor's Office, after obtaining comments and proposals from the Serbian Journalists Association, prepared the Draft Agreement on Cooperation and Measures to Raise the Level of Safety of Journalists.

The Republic Public Prosecutor and the Minister of Internal Affairs signed a cooperation agreement in April 2016 that the representative associations of journalists supported with due consideration to the introduction of a specialised state body that would deal with the protection of journalists.

In December 2015, the Republic Public Prosecutor issued an Instruction according to which the appeal, the higher and basic public prosecutors' offices maintain separate records in respect of offences committed against persons performing activities of public interest in the field of information related to the activities they perform and attacks on the website of the media.

Distinguished Chairperson,

Allow me to inform you that for purposes of sanctioning incitement of national, racial or religious hatred, amendments to the Criminal Code introduced a new Article (Article 54a), which introduces a special circumstance for sentencing for a criminal offence committed out of hatred. If the offence was committed out of hatred because of race and religion, national or ethnic origin, gender, sexual orientation or gender identity of another person, the circumstance shall be valued as an aggravating circumstance by the court, unless it is not prescribed as an element of a criminal offence.

The Republic Public Prosecutor in December 2015 adopted General mandatory instruction on keeping separate records of certain crimes, among others, crimes committed out of hatred, pursuant to Article 54a of the Criminal Code, as well as the obligation of appellate public prosecutor's offices to submit quarterly reports to the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office.

  The Public Assembly Act came into force in February 2016, while the Criminal Code regulates the criminal offence "Preventing public assembly", where the right to freedom of assembly is protected through the institution of criminal responsibility.

The Political Parties Act regulates the establishment and legal status of political parties, registration and removal from the register, the cessation of political parties and other issues relevant to the work of political parties.

Distinguished Chairperson,

     Allow me to report that we are working on the amendments to the Family Law in the part which refers to the concept of deprivation of legal capacity, in order to eliminate the  complete deprivation of legal capacity.

Amendments to the Law on Extra-judicial proceedings resolved the issue of identification documents for more than 25 000 people, allowing them to access to basic rights.

Law on Registration Books and Instructions on Keeping Registers and Forms govern the process of recovering damaged or missing registry books that are kept in the area of ​​Kosovo and Metohija, in accordance with which a total number of 2,919 entries were made in 2015.

When it comes to the protection of children from violence, the Government Council for Child Rights coordinate activities in the field of children's rights. The Council has launched an initiative for the adoption of the Law on the Protector of the Child Rights. This mechanism shall enable children to file a complaint about the violation of their rights to the Ombudsman. We wish that through this initiative, independent national bodies exercise additional control of the public administration in the field of child rights.

Distinguished Chairperson,

Allow me to inform you that our country has faced the problems of migrant-refugee crisis in a very responsible way, and that we have shown that we fully respect international and European standards and values. According to estimates, more than 900 000 migrants and refugees from war-affected areas have passed through our country, without any significant incidents. In the reception centres, since the beginning of the migrant-refugee crisis, we  received 6 976 children and adolescents aged up to 18 years. In such a situation the citizens of Serbia have shown a high level of understanding, tolerance and solidarity, as well as the willingness to help people in need, while the Government of Serbia greatly contributed to such understanding.

The Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs has brought an instruction on the treatment in social welfare centres and social welfare institutions, which provides emergency shelter and guardian protection  of unaccompanied minor migrants, as well as adequate health care and psycho-social support.

     Our country has submitted more than 2000 criminal charges against the smugglers and traffickers, indicating, inter alia, the commitment to addressing systemic issues of the protection of persons passing through the territory of the Republic of Serbia.

Distnguished  Chairperson,

In conclusion, I want to emphasise that the Republic of Serbia, being aware of the current challenges, remains consistent in its efforts to fulfil international commitments and standards in the area of ​​civil and political rights.

Today's dialogue with the Committee is seen as part of this process. I am convinced that  today we shall observe all the issues that are of particular interest to the Committee.

For the delegation of the Republic of Serbia, the dialogue shall be useful experience for our efforts to keep improving and strengthening human rights protection system.

Thank you for your attention.
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