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Annex No. 11. The Law on the Protection of Victims of Domestic Violence in Republika Srpska contains a number of provisions providing for the special protection of victims of gender-based violence.
Annex a)
Given that the objective of the Law is to protect the victims of domestic violence, it contains a number of provisions which provide for special protection of victims of this form of gender-based violence. Thus, Article 8(1) stipulates that a victim of domestic violence is entitled to the psychosocial assistance and social and medical protection in accordance with laws in the field of health and social protection. In accordance with this Law, the right to special assistance and protection shall be exercised by the person who is: a) a child, b) an elderly person, v) a disabled person and g) a person under guardianship (paragraph 2). The child is a victim even if he/she was present during a violent act against another family member, although the violent act itself was not committed against him/her (paragraph 3). The provision of Article 9(1) of the Law on Protection against Violence specifies that the protection, assistance and support of victims of domestic violence are to be provided by members of the Ministry of the Interior, the Prosecutor's Office, Social Work Centers, i.e. Social Protection Services, Health and Educational Institutions and the competent court (hereinafter: Subjects of Protection). The Subjects of Protection shall act in accordance with provisions of this Law and provide protection, support and assistance to the victims of domestic violence regardless of whether a criminal or infringement proceeding is initiated against the perpetrator (paragraph 2). Article 10 of this Law (paragraph 1) shall provide for the right of access of victims of domestic violence to all Subjects of Protection and they shall be exempted from all costs of the procedure. The victims shall be entitled to free legal aid during the exercise of their rights and protection, in accordance with regulations regulating the area of ​​free legal aid (paragraph 2). A special part of this Law is devoted to the process of exercising the protection of victims of domestic violence. Thus, Article 11 stipulates that the Subjects of Protection shall be obliged to immediately provide for urgent resolving of domestic violence cases, by considering that the victim's interest and well-being are a priority in these proceedings, and especially if the victim is a child, an elderly person, a disabled person and a person under guardianship (paragraph 1). In cases of domestic violence, the Subjects of Protection shall be obliged to mutually cooperate and exchange the data and information required (paragraph 2). This Law especially emphasizes the obligation of reporting the domestic violence. According to the provision of Article 12 of this Law, family members, the Subjects of Protection as well as employees of educational, social and health institutions, as well as any other citizen, shall be obliged to, immediately after finding out that a domestic violence has been committed or that there are grounds for suspicion that it was committed, report the domestic violence to the police. Upon receipt of the report that the domestic violence has been committed, the police shall be obliged to immediately inform the Social Work Center which will without delay provide social protection and psychosocial assistance to victims, take other measures within their jurisdiction, and prepare an official report (paragraph 2). The health institution will ensure a free medical examination to the victim in order to determine whether there is a physical or psychological integrity violation (paragraph 3). The police shall immediately inform the competent prosecutor of the perpetration of the domestic violence and it shall attach the evidence collected and the information provided to the report (paragraph 4). Should the competent prosecutor establish that the act of domestic violence does not have the characteristics of the criminal offense, the case shall be returned to the notifier referred to in paragraph 4 of this Law for further action. The request for initiation of infringement proceeding for acts of domestic violence laid down in this Law may be submitted by: a) the police, b) other authorized bodies in accordance with the Law providing for the offenses and v) the injured party.
As regards the procedure of exercising the protection of victims of domestic violence, this Law provides for the possibility of imposition of emergency protection measures which can be imposed prior to initiation of the procedure or during the procedure. The provision of Article 13 provides for the imposition of emergency protection measures prior to initiation of the procedure or during the procedure, for the purpose of eliminating an immediate physical and psychological integrity hazard, preventing the recurrence of violence and guaranteeing the safety of the victim. The emergency protection measures include: a) removal of the perpetrator from the appartment, house or other residential building and/or b) banning the perpetrator to approach or contact the victim of domestic violence. The authorized person shall submit a request for imposition of emergency protection measures to the court, irrespective of whether it is a case of misdemeanor or felony. The Social Work Center's obligation is to establish a plan to assist victims of domestic violence in each case of domestic violence. 
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By-laws regulate the method of implementing certain provisions of the Law on the Protection of Victims of Domestic Violence in more detail. Seven rulebooks were adopted in total, namely: the Rulebook on Standards for Realization of Safe House (“Official Gazette of RS”, number 25/13), the Rulebook on Content and Manner of Keeping the Register of Safe Houses (“Official Gazette of RS”, number 25/13), the Rulebook on the Manner of Allocation of Funds to Safe Houses (“Official Gazette of RS”, number 62/13 and 11/17), Rulebook on the Content of Records and Reports on Domestic Violence (“Official Gazette of RS”, number 71/13 and 93/14), Rulebook on Methods of Implementation of Emergency and Protective Measures under the responsibility of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (“Official Gazette of RS”, number 73/14), Rulebook on Methods of Implementation of Protective Measures - Mandatory Psychosocial Treatment (“Official Gazette of RS”, number 111/14) and Rulebook on Methods of Implementation of Protective Measures – Mandatory Addiction Treatment (“Official Gazette of RS”, number 5/15).
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