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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Arab-European Center of Human Rights and International Law (AECHRIL) has reviewed the seventh periodic report submitted by the United Kingdom (UK) to the Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, with reference to the list of issues raised by the Committee. This commentary addresses critical gaps in the realization of economic, social, and cultural rights as per the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), scheduled for review during its 77th session from February 10 to February 28, 2025.
Key Observations and Recommandations
1. Access to Justice (Article 2 (1))
Observation: The UK has not sufficiently raised awareness among legal professionals regarding ICESCR rights, and access to free legal aid remains limited, especially for marginalized groups in rural areas.
Recommendation:
· Strengthen legal aid frameworks by increasing budget allocations and simplifying the application process for disadvantaged communities, including ethnic minorities and rural populations.
· Conduct targeted training programs for judges and lawyers on the justiciability of ICESCR rights to promote better application of these rights in domestic courts.
2. Climate Change and Human Rights (Articles 2 (1), 11, and 12)
Observation: Inadequate measures to address the impacts of climate change on economic, social, and cultural rights, particularly for vulnerable populations.
Recommendation:
· Develop a national adaptation plan that ensures adequate resources to mitigate the effects of climate change on housing, agriculture, and health.
· Ensure policies address the impacts of natural disasters, with a focus on marginalized communities, while strengthening inter-institutional coordination for disaster preparedness.

3. Poverty and Social Exclusion (Articles 9, 11)
Observation: High rates of poverty persist, especially among single-person households, older women, and marginalized ethnic groups. Regional disparities exacerbate the issue.
Recommendation:
· Implement comprehensive poverty reduction strategies within the framework of the National Plan for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion (2021–2027).
· Address regional disparities in resource allocation, particularly for social services like housing and healthcare, to bridge the gap between rural and urban areas.

4. Right to Adequate Housing (Article 11)
Observation: Rising housing costs, limited social housing projects, and insufficient response to homelessness continue to undermine the right to adequate housing.
Recommendation:
· Accelerate the implementation of a comprehensive social housing policy that provides affordable and adequate housing.
· Prioritize earthquake recovery efforts, ensuring housing support for vulnerable groups, including ethnic minorities such as Roma and older persons.
· Strengthen homeless prevention programs, supported by data collection on homelessness, disaggregated by gender, age, and ethnicity.

5. Right to Health (Article 12)
Observation: Health disparities persist due to insufficient services in rural areas, a shortage of healthcare professionals, and long waiting times for specialized diagnostic services.
Recommendation:
· Expand healthcare coverage in underserved regions, particularly rural and island areas, and address the shortage of medical staff through targeted recruitment and retention strategies.
· Ensure that asylum-seekers, refugees, and other marginalized groups have equitable access to healthcare services.
· Reduce waiting times for diagnostic services exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic and ensure robust harm reduction measures for vulnerable populations.

6. Right to Education (Articles 13 and 14)
Observation: Educational inequalities remain significant, with high dropout rates among Roma children and other disadvantaged groups.
Recommendation:
· Strengthen programs to combat school absenteeism and improve the transition from primary to secondary education for Roma and other marginalized children.
· Promote inclusive education policies that ensure equitable access to quality education for all children, regardless of ethnicity, gender, or socioeconomic status.
· Implement concrete measures to address the educational setbacks caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, focusing on disadvantaged children.

General Recommendations and Alignment with ICESCR Provisions
1. Alignment with ICESCR:
The UK must ensure that its domestic policies and legislation are fully aligned with ICESCR provisions, particularly Articles 2, 6, 9, 11, 12, and 13.
2. Data Collection and Monitoring:
Robust mechanisms for data collection, disaggregated by gender, ethnicity, and geographical location, are essential to monitor progress and address gaps in implementing ICESCR rights.
3. Collaboration with Civil Society:
Strengthen engagement with civil society organizations to ensure transparent, inclusive policymaking processes that address systemic human rights challenges.
4. Resource Allocation:
Increase budget allocations for key social services, including healthcare, housing, education, and poverty reduction programs, in alignment with Articles 2(1) and 11.
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