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Responses from the Faroese Disability movement to List of Issues from the CRPD-Committee, RPD/C/DK/Q/1, April 17th 2014. 

Submitting organisations: 

The submitting organisation of the Faroese report (MBF) is an umbrella organisation with 23 member organisations representing the vast variation of disabilities in the Faroese Islands. MBF is working to improve the fulfilment of rights for persons with disabilities regardless of which impairment they have. Furthermore, MBF participates in the corporation of the Nordic disability organisations. While the MBF member organisations are working to improve the living conditions and fulfilment of rights for persons living with specific impairments like persons with autism, persons with hearing impairments etc. For more information you can consult the civil society reports description of the organisations.

Executive summary:
The CRPD has not been incorporated into the Faroese legislation and we have no plan of action. The Faroese Islands does not have a NHRI. There is no tradition on collecting data or working with indicators or benchmarks. In conjunction these lacks makes it difficult to move forward in implementation of rights for persons with disabilities in relation to specific areas in the society.

The areas where we see the most challenging problems are in relation to accessibility both to information and to the physical environment and in relation to education. Faroese sign language has not been officially recognized, and TV-programmes on the public service channel are only subtitled and/or sign language interpreted if considered of major interest and significance in society. 

We face high drop-out rates from primary school for children with disabilities. Teachers and other employees in the school system have only in rare occasions the needed competences to teach children with disabilities, especially the most vulnerable children suffer from this. Both change of legislation and priority to education for staff is needed if the CRPD is to be fulfilled in the educational sector.

A. Purpose and general obligations (art. 1-4)
2. In the Faroe Islands the Parliament is not planning to change the national legislation according to the present Convention.
Recommendation:

We recommend that changes of the Faroese legislation will be changed according to the present Convention.
3. In the Faroe Islands there is no action plan for the disability area.
Recommendation:

The Government must draft an implementation plan and a disability policy focusing on coherency and paying special attention bridging the various sectors?

Accessibility (art. 9)

9. There is a new law from 2013, “Byggilógin”. This law replaces the “Order NO. 149 of 3 December 2009 regarding accessibility. The law does not include old buildings. 

Accessibility to the broadcast of the public service station KVF is, as indicated in the government report, regulated in a public service agreement aimed at ensuring sign language interpretation of news, while programmes of major interest and significance in society must be subtitled and/or interpreted into sign language.

Recommendation:

We recommend that a solution will be found where both people who are deaf and people with reduced hearing gain access to all the programmes broadcasted by KVF.
9. People with disabilities who need to be accompanied in order to take part in events often find it hard to afford attendance, since they must pay both for their own entry and for that of the helper. This also applies to payment for transportation.

Recommendation:

We recommend that the Government provides transportation and attendance assistants.

Freedom to express of opinion, and access to information (art 21)

24. So far there have been taken no steps to officially recognize Faroese sign language as an official language.

Recommendation: 
We recommend that the Government officially recognizes Faroese sign language as an official language.
Education (art 24)
28. There is no training undergoing for teachers in order to enable them to adopt an inclusive education system.

Recommendation:

We recommend that service training is provided for teachers in order to implement inclusion in primary school.

The Ministry of Culture has established special rooms within the schools, called “førleikastovur” with interdisciplinary teams, but in many cases, they have no consideration for the most vulnerable children.  

Recommendation:

We recommend that the Ministry of Culture establish special education system considering the most vulnerable children.
29. There have been taken no steps to lessen the high level of drop-out of children with disabilities of the education system.
Recommendation:

We recommend that the Ministry of Culture takes steps to lessen the high level of drop-out of the education system.

31. In the Faroe Islands persons with disabilities are not guaranteed education on an equal basis with other persons.
The Compulsory Education Act does not include pupils with special needs in mainstream teaching.

Recommendation:

We recommend that the Ministry of Culture guarantees persons with disabilities education on an equal basis as other persons, and the Compulsory Education Act includes pupils with special needs in mainstream education.
A. Special obligations Statistics and data collection (art. 31)

35. In the Faroe Islands there is no data collection, indicators or benchmarks developed to access the impact and results of the public policies designed for the implementation of the Convention.

Recommendation:

We recommend implementation of a disability policy safeguarded by a budget, indicators and benchmarks.

National implementation and monitoring (art. 33)
37. In the Faroe Islands the Government has so far chosen not to establish a Human Rights Institution as done in Denmark and in the case for Greenland.

Recommendation:

We recommend that the Government draws up a plan for implementing and coordinating the present Convention in the Faroese society, establish a coordinating mechanism and an independent mechanism, to coordinate, promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the present Convention.

We recommend that the Government establishes a Human Rights Institution in The Faroe Islands.
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