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BASIC COUNTRY INFORMATION (Sweden)

 

Government type: constitutional monarchy
 

Independence: 6 June 1523 (Gustav VASA elected king) 

Constitution: several previous; latest adopted 1 January 1975; amended several times, last in 2011 (2011)
 

Population: 9,723,809 (July 2014 est.)

Age structure:   2014 estimate:  
0-14 years: 16.9% (male 847,611/female 800,213)

15-24 years: 12.3% (male 617,054/female 582,755)

25-54 years: 39.2% (male 1,937,091/female 1,872,070)

55-64 years: 19.8% (male 571,079/female 568,093)

65 years and over: 20.5% (male 882,653/female 1,045,190) 

Ethnicities: indigenous population: Swedes with Finnish and Sami minorities; foreign-born or first-generation immigrants: Finns, Yugoslavs, Danes, Norwegians, Greeks, Turks
Religion: Lutheran 87%, other (includes Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Baptist, Muslim, Jewish, and Buddhist) 13%
Executive branch: chief of state: King CARL XVI GUSTAF (since 19 September 1973); Heir Apparent Princess VICTORIA Ingrid Alice Desiree, daughter of the monarch (born 14 July 1977)

head of government: Prime Minister Fredrik REINFELDT (since 5 October 2006); Deputy Prime Minister Jan BJORKLUND (since 5 October 2010)
Cabinet: Cabinet appointed by the prime minister
Parliament: unicameral Parliament or Riksdag (349 seats; members are elected by popular vote on a proportional representation basis to serve four-year terms)

Elections: last held on 19 September 2010 (next to be held in September 2014)

Suffrage:18 years of age; universal 
GDP, 2013: $393.8 billion


GDP, annual growth rate (2013): 0.9% 
GDP per capita, 2013: $40,900 

Major exporting products: machinery 35%, motor vehicles, paper products, pulp and wood, iron and steel products, chemicals 
Employment (5.107 million):
agriculture: 1.1%, industry: 28.2%, services: 70.7% 

Unemployment rate, 2013: 8.1% 
Annual population growth rate, 2014: 0.79% 
Infant mortality rate, 2014: 2.6 deaths/1,000 live births
A. STATUS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN SWEDEN IN LIGHT OF THE CONVENTION

I. Summary Review of most critical issues
Article 1-4 (Definition of persons with disabilities, reasonable accommodation)

The State party uses a medical model definition of persons with disabilities
The State party has a medical model definition of persons with disabilities in its national legislation. 
The State party is encouraged to amend its legislation and adopt a social and human rights model definition of persons with disabilities.
Reasonable accommodation
The State party has in place a very progressive definition of “reasonable accommodations”, however, this is not being consistently applied in practice as the recent case decided by the CRPD Committee against the State party suggests.
The State party is encouraged to apply more consistently in practice its own standards and definition of reasonable accommodation.
Article 12 (Legal capacity)

Restrictive concept of legal capacity in practice

The State party report is silent about the issue of legal capacity of persons with disabilities.  
However information in the replies to the list of issues  suggests that a limited guardianship system is still in place in the State party (the so called “deputies” and “administrators”).
The State party is encouraged to replace the more intrusive form of “administrators” by supported decision making arrangements (i.e. when the persons helps but does not replace in anyway a person in any aspect of the realisation of his/her legal capacity). It is also clear that the legal regime of supported decision making provided for in the Convention is intended for the generic situations (i.e. as a rule) and in no way denies exceptional situations when someone due to an unexpected accident falls suddenly in a coma situation; in these situations obviously someone, usually family members, have to decide on behalf of the person in a sudden coma situation (however the exception (occasional case specific substitution arrangements) should confirm the rule (the Convention adopted supported decision making) and not replace it). Indeed, most situations that require replacing substitute decision-making by supported decision making arrangements, as a rule, involve persons with a long history of harrassment and denial of their legal capacity.  These are the cases that the Disability Convention is concerned with (i.e.prevention of abuses).
I. General issues to consider when preparing reports to the Committee

In its Reporting Guidelines, the CRPD Committee requests that State parties preparing their reports meet a number of objectives including:  

1. Stae parties  should use the opportunity of the report drafting process to conduct a comprehensive review of the measures undertaken to harmonize national law and policy with the Convention

The report enumerates a number of measures that the State party has undertaken to conform with the Convention, and while noting that in some cases, the State party legislation already meets the needs of the Convention, on others it frankly recognizes that a lot still remains to be done. Examples include: article 12 (legal capacity), article 14 (deinstitutionalization) ,  article 24 (right to education), article 27 (right to work) (paras 4-8; 27-28) 
The State party is encouraged:
(1) to harmonize its national legislation more fully with the Convention; 
(2) to develop a strategy for implementation of those conventions provisions it has identified as requiring work, with clear benchmarks, timelines and appropriate funding. 

2. State parties   should use the reporting process as an opportunity to identify problems and shortcomings in their approach to the implementation of the Convention 

Sweden recognizes that persons with disabilities face a number of challenges in enjoying their rights on an equal basis with others, and that it is committed to removing barriers faced by persons with disabilities and accommodating the diverse needs of persons with disabilities to enable them to enjoy their rights on an equal basis with others (paras 4-8; 27-28). 
The State party is encouraged to follow up and implement the recommendations of the Committee in good faith.
3. State parties   should encourage and facilitate the involvement of NGOs including Disabled Peoples Organizations (DPOs) in the preparation of the report and explain the procedure used to consult with civil society organizations and the measures taken to ensure that this process is fully accessible.
The report states that  a number of NGOs were consulted. It further states that these organizations were invited to submit their views, and meetings were also held with persons with intellectual disabilities (paras. 4, 5). 
The State party is praised for this active engagement with the civil society and should be encouraged to continue interacting with civil society organizations. 
4. Sate parties  must recognize and respect the diversity of persons with disabilities  and ensure that their report is not generalized but specific to different types of disability. The report should provide statistical data  on the realization of each Convention right (disaggregated by sex, age, type of disability (physical, sensory, intellectual and mental), ethnic origin, urban/rural population and other relevant categories) on an annual comparative basis over the past four years. 

The report does not provide information disaggregated by type of disabilities. Additionally, there is no consistent impact assessment of the measures taken (in general or for each of the single groups of persons with disabilities) by types of disabilities. 

The State party is encouraged to provide disaggregated data and information with regard to the impact of the measures, plans, policies and programs for different groups of persons with disabilities, including children and women, both in the urban and rural areas. 
5. The report should not merely list or describe the legislation adopted by the State party. It should contain specific information relating to the implementation in law and in fact of Articles 1 to 33 of the Convention, taking into account analytical information on recent developments in law and practice affecting the full realization of the rights recognized in the Convention by all persons with all forms of disabilities within the territory or jurisdiction of the State party. 
The report  presents information on State party’s measures to implement the Convention on article by article basis, The State party itself recognises that despite the huge success of its disability policy in all areas, still a lot remains to be done to ensure equal rights of persons with disabilities with those without disabilities (paras 27-28). 
The State party should be encouraged to give a short and long-term perspective and agenda for the implementation of those Convention provisions it has identified as requiring further work.
6. The report should indicate whether the State Party has adopted a comprehensive disability anti-discrimination legislation in accordance with the Convention  
The State party has a number of legislative Acts, such as the Human Rights for Persons with Disability Act 2008, the Discrimination Act 2010, the Building Act 2001. However, a comprehensive disability specific anti discrimination legislation in line with the Convention does not appear to be in place yet; in particular there is not yet a general definition of disability in line with the human rights and social model definition of disability; issues of legal capacity and supported decision making arrangements remain, inclusion in the education sector remains an issue since there is in place the so called “special needs” arrangements in schools; and arrangements are in place allowing the institutionalization of persons with disabilities on the sole basis of their disability, among others.
The State party is encouraged to proceed with updating its national legislation and develop its practices to conform them more fully with the Convention. 

7. The report should indicate the judicial and other appropriate remedies in place enabling victims to obtain redress in the case of violation of their Convention rights 

The report indicates that the Equality Ombudsman is the institution entitled to bring discrimination cases before courts on behalf of persons with disabilities (paras. 36,37). 
The State party should be encouraged to amend its legislation to allow persons with disabilities direct access to justice institutions alongside with the opportunity offered to them to bring these cases via the Equality Ombudsman. 

8. In the report, any reservation to or declaration relating to any article of the Convention by the State party should be explained and its continued existence clarified

Sweden signed  both the Convention and its optional Protocol on 30 March 2007 and ratified them on 15 December  2008. The Convention and the Protocol entered into force for the State party  on 14 January 2009. 
The State party has made no reservations or interpretative declarations to the Convention. 

9. The report should indicate any provisions of legislation currently in force that the State party  considers to be an obstacle to the implementation of the Optional Protocol and whether or not there are plans to review such provisions
The report provides no indication of existence of any such obstacles; therefore Swedish nationals could report any violations of the Convention to the Committee as a mechanism of last resort. 

III. Analysis of the report (article by article)
Articles 1 to 4 of the Convention
Under these Articles, the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information clarifying, inter alia, the following issues:

a) The definition of “disability” and “long-term impairment” under national law

b) The definition of “reasonable accommodation”  and “disproportionate and undue burden”

c) The implementation of the Convention principles including, but not limited to, promotion of the full realization of the rights

A. Definition of “persons with disabilities”
The Discrimination Acts 2010 defines disability as “a permanent physical, mental or intellectual limitation of a person’s functional capacity that, as a consequence of injury or illness existed at birth, has arisen since then or can be expected to arise” (para.12, see also para.10-11, 13,14). 
The report states that Sweden continues to use the so-called “environmental” concept of disability with reference to WHO International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (para 9). However despite it saying that this classification takes “context-related factors in account”, the definition that Sweden has embraced in its own legislation gives no indication that any context-related factors were taken into account. Indeed it fully embraces the “medical model” definition of Disability. This contradicts the letter and spirit of the CRPD Convention, which specifically stipulates that disability under the Convention, is an evolving concept which should cover both temporary and long term forms of disability. 

Therefore this  definition based on the impairments alone of persons with disabilities needs to be updated to incorporate the social and human rights model definition of persons with disabilities enshrined in the Convention. Under the Convention the problem are not the  impairments per se, but the involving environement. It is only but because of the barriers found in society (stereotypes, inaccessible environment, lack of reasonable accommodation), that persons with impairements become ‘disabled’. . Therefore, there is a  need to remove those barriers in the first place and allow persons with impairments to be useful members of society: working, studying and actively participating in the political life of their nations by electing and being elected or appointed to public positions, including ambassadors, ministers in the Government etc.

 It should be noted that defining persons with disabilities is not just a matter of terminology. The more or less emphasis given either to the impairments or the barriers in society defines the long term approach of the State party to the issues of protection and promotion of their rights. Where there is a medical model definition, the tendency is to provide such remedies to the situation of persons with disabilies like, charity and special schools, but more importanty it results in denial of legal capacity and restriction of the rights of such persons to vote, to marry and establish a family or dispose of their own financial assets ets.In the later cases an assigned guardian will decide for persons with disabilities.

The Convention, however, represents a radical departure from such approaches since it requires replacing “substitute decision making systems” (the guardianship regime) with supported decision-making arrangements, which are regularly reviewed and take into account the particular circumstances of the persons requiring such support. Further, instead of charity and special care institutions, the Convention requires State parties  to promote a barrier free society, that can accomodate the education needs of children with disabilities in the common general schools; more employment opportunities for persons with disabilities in working places that offer reasonable accommodations to everyone; and communities that offer a number of in-house services to allow independent life of persons with disabilities, among other measures.   
It is also important to incorporate in the national legislation of the State party a definition of persons with disabilities which effectively works to prevent discrimination of any persons on the basis of disability as required under article 4(1)(e) of the Convention. Often time people are also discriminated because of their association to a person with disability.

The State party is encouraged to adopt a social and human rights model definition of persons with disabilities.

B. The definition of “reasonable accommodation” and “disproportionate and undue burden”

The report indicates that the Discrimination Act 2010 defines “reasonable accommodation”, as measures taken to enable persons with disabilities “to achieve a comparable situation to persons without such a disability” (paras.17, 18).
In accessing a “reasonable” measures, the Act requires taking into account factors such as “financial burden, nature and degree of employee’s disability and the duration and form of employement”. Technical and other developments must also be taken into account. (para. 17) 

The State party has in place a very progressive definition of “reasonable accommodations”, however, this is not being consistently applied in practice as the recent case decided by the CRPD Committee against the State party suggests.

The State party is encouraged to apply more consistently in practice its own standards and definition of “reasonable accommodation”.

C. The implementation of the Convention principles and the promotion of the full realization of the rights
In terms of legislative measures to implement the Convention, the report notes that Sweden has a dualistic system of law, which means that norms of international treaties must be transformed into corresponding national law, before they can be applied within the territory of Sweden. For this reason the State party has conducted a pre-ratification evaluation of its national legislative needs which culminated with the adoption of the government bill “human rights for persons with disabilities” in 2008. (paras. 7,8).

Other legislative measures adopted include the Discrimination Act 2010  and other legislation in the social sphere (para.11).

 In terms of practical measures adopted to implement the Convention, the report notes that taking into account the fact that a review of living conditions of persons with disabilities, as compared to those without disabilities, has proved that there is a long way to go to achieve equal conditions; the government has developed overall goals for the disability policy and a corresponding strategy and an action plan have been designed for the period 2010-2016 (paras. 19-23).
The report notes that the State party has defined the following areas as priority in its disability agenda: accessible public transport, and civil service and easily eliminated obstacles in the built in environment, and opportunities for work and employment (paras. 24-26).

The report frankly notes that while Sweden already complies with a number of provisions of the Convention such as those in article 10-17, and 23, there are areas in which a “considerable amount of work” still remains to be done for the realization of the goals of the Convention including in areas covered by provisions of articles 8,9 and 27 (paras. 27-28).
The State party is praised for adopting these implementing measures, and is encouraged to update its legislation,strategies and plans in order to achieve the full realisation of the Conventions norms and principles.
Article 5 Equality and non-discrimination

Under this article, the Committee encouraged the State party to provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

a) The real possibility of using existing laws to protect rights; 

b) measures to guarantee equal and effective protection, including reasonable accommodation; and
c) policies, programs and affirmative action to ensure a de facto equality of persons with disabilities with other members of society
The report relies on the Swedish Constitution and on the Discrimination Act 2010 to argue that equality and non discrimination are ensured in the State party.  The report notes that the Discrimination Act 2010 prohibits discrimination on all grounds including disability. It also covers all areas of society life including employment in the private and public sectors such as service in the army, as well as education, health and medical care, housing and social insurance (paras.29-32, see also paras. 15,16). 
In terms of measures adopted in the State party to guarantee equal and effective protection, the report notes that employers and education providers are required to provide reasonable accommodation such as measures intended to improve the physical access to workplace or schools, technical devices to facilitate lifting, stronger lighting or good ventilation etc (paras. 33-35).
In terms of real possibility of using existing laws to protect rights, the report states that anyone in breach of the Discrimination Act2010 is required to pay compensation, and discriminating agreements are declared invalid by courts. The Equality Ombudsman and certain non-profit organizations are entitled under the law to bring cases in the courts on behalf of an individual who has been a victim of discrimination. The Ombudsman may also suggest constitutional amendments to counteract discrimination (paras.36-37). 
In terms of policies, programs and strategies to ensure a de facto equality, the report notes the new Swedish minority policy strategy which includes changes to strengthen the rights of minorities; the work of police authority who has adopted a plan of action 2010-2012 which specifies zero tolerance to all forms of discrimination and harassment including against persons with disabilities. The report notes that the prosecution authority, the Swedish national courts administration and the Swedish prison and probation service also have similar action plans (paras. 38-49).
The State party  is praised for its various measures and actions adopted to ensure equality and non discrimination and is encouraged to amend its legislation to grant persons with disabilities a direct access to courts in addition to the existing mechanism by which such cases are brought on their behalf by the Equality Ombudsman. 
Article 6 Women with disabilities

Under this article, the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:  

Recognition of gender inequality of women and parity of rights between women, girls, men and boys, and among persons with and without disabilities (in schools, employment, etc.; prevention of violence against women)
The report states that the goals for the Government’s gender equality policy are to ensure that both men and women have the same power to shape society and their lives. The overall goal is subdivided in sub-goals and particular measures are taken in areas in which gender inequality is particularly marked (paras.  304-305). Therefore the State party recognises the prevalence of gender inequality of women and is determined to continue its measures to overcome such measures in all areas of life. 

The report states that the Discrimination Act 2010 includes prohibition of discrimination due to gender and disability. Specific measures intended to counteract gender inequality in schools, labour market policy within medical and healthcare services and other areas have been undertaken by the government (paras. 306-309).
In terms of prevention of violence against women the report states that a national action plan was adopted to combat violence against women (paras. 310-311).
The Sate party  is praised for its work towards eliminating gender based discrimination and is encouraged to provide disaggregated statistical data on discrimination against women with disabilities, types of disabilities, and provide more detailed information on which specific plans and programs it has adopted to counteract gender based discrimination.  
Article 7 Children with disabilities

Under this article, the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

The issues concerning children with disabilities, including children being able to freely express their views and children having appropriate assistance.

The report states that the Swedish child rights policy is based on the fundamental provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and is targeted to ensure that no child is discriminated on the basis of a disability. The report further notes that the new 2011 Constitution of Sweden specifically provides that it is a public responsibility to ensure that the rights of children are looked after (paras. 312,313, 325).

A new strategy introduced in 2010 also requires public granting of the human rights of children to guide the actions of local and municipal authorities. The report states that the Act concerning support and services for persons with certain forms of functional impairments was also amended to included new provisions protecting the interests of children (paras 314-318).
The report notes that children in Sweden have little opportunities to express their views. To investigate the extent of this problem, the government is funding a research by the Swedish disability federation and the ombudsman for children (para. 318, 326).

The report notes that a number Acts contain provisions counteracting discrimination against children on account of their disability in particular in the education sector and in the healthcare service sector such as the Discrimination Act 2010 and the Education Act 2008 (paras. 319-324).  
In terms of data on cases of ill-treatment of children, the report provides little information, however notes that a number of institutions in the State party compile data on children, but the State party has been reluctant to collect data on children with disabilities, for fear of infringing the individual’s integrity (paras. 327-329). 
The State party is encouraged to provide further information with regard to the legal measures undertaken to give effect to the provisions of the Convention on children with disabilities in particular on issues such as the real possibility of using available institutions to protect rights enshrined in the Convention; the extent of the support provided to families with disabilities; disaggregated data with regard to cases of ill-treatment of children and measures planned to counter such acts. 
The State party is also encouraged to provide information on the contents and level of implementation of strategies and plans adopted to address the barriers faced by children with disabilities in education.  

Article 8 Awareness-raising

Under this article, the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Work done in the education system and the media to portray a positive image of persons with disabilities (change attitudinal behaviour, and bias with regard to persons with disabilities); work done with persons with disabilities and others to inform about the contents of the Convention

A. Work done in the education system and the media to portray a positive image of persons with disabilities (to change attitudinal behaviour, and bias with regard to persons with disabilities)

In order to portray a positive view of persons with disabilities the report states that the following measures were adopted (paras. 38-43):
a) The Swedish Agency for Disability Coordination  (Handisam) was established in 2006 which is tasked with supporting the government in the implementation of the disability policy (para. 50);
b) Handisam was commissioned in 2009 in cooperation with the National Association of Mental Health (NSPH) to conduct a nationwide program intended to increase knowledge about and changing attitudes towards persons with mental illness or mental disabilities (para. 53)
c) Handisam was also commissioned in 2010 by the Government to support municipalities and county councils in the inmplementation of the UN CRPD. To this effect the report states that Handsam conducted 11 regional conferences in municipalities and county councils in cooperation with the Swedish Disability Federation and with the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions (para. 51);

d)  Sweden also worked activily within the Nordic Council of Ministers and the European Union to spread knowledge troughout Europe about the contents of the CRPD Convention (paras. 54-56).

The State party is encouraged to proceed with the dissemination of positive information about persons with disabilities. The State party should be encouraged to extend the dissemination work to cover the education system with programs intended to portray a positive image of persons with disabilities among the children and university students.
B. Work done with persons with disabilities and others to inform about the contents of the Convention

The report states that the Swedish Disability Forum and other NGOs were conducting a project intended at persons with disabilities, disability organizations and decision makers at all levels through meetings, seminars and study groups to provide more learning opportunities for them about the contents and meaning of the Convention provisions and how it can be used to influence the living conditions of persons with disabilities (para. 52).
The State party is encouraged, to develop other methods of disseminating information about the Convention, including the use of the media, the incorporation of provisions of the Convention in the school and University programs on human rights education. 
The State party should also disseminate information about existing remedies that persons with disabilities could utilize in case of violation of their Convention rights, including their right to address their grievances directly to the Committee under the Optional Protocol.  

Article 9 – Accessibility

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures (legislative and others) for access to the environment (physical (built in, transport), information, communications, social (facility and services provided to the public); accessibility standards, control, and sanctions for non-compliance

A. Measures (legislative and others) for access to the environment (physical (built in, transport), information, communications, social (facility and services provided to the public)
The State party has adopted a number of measures (including acts and implementation plans), aimed at facilitating the accessibility of the built in environment, communications and social services (paras. 57-99). 

These acts include:

i) The  Swedish Planning and Building Act 1987 (as amended in 2001; in 2010 a proposal was made for further amendments) (which includes accessibility and usability by persons with disabilities as one of the requirements for construction works  (paras. 65-73);
ii) The Act on Housing Adaptation Grants  1992, concerning the provision of grants for work to increase the accessibility and usability of existing housing for persons with disabilities (para. 74);

iii) The Public Procurement Act (adoption date unspecified) (which stipulates the need to have accessibility requirements in consideration when formalizing public procurement contracts) (para. 58);
iv) The Disability and Public Transportation Act 1979  (requiring services to ensure that means of transport are accessible to persons with disabilities as far as possible (para. 85);

v) The Special Transport Services Act 1997 (requiring municipalities to arrange transport services for those who due to their disabilities are unable to use the general public transport system (para. 85);

vi) The National Special Transport Services Act 1997 (offering compensation to those who due to their disability use more expensive means of transportation (para. 85);
vii) The Education Act 2010 (which stipulates that schoold children are entitled to free school transport as needed by their disability condition (para. 85);
viii) On Maritime transportation, the Swedish Maritime Administration has issued a number of national regulations and general advice in line with European regulations, about the adaptation of passanger vessels with regard to persons with disabilities (para. 86);
ix) The State party also applies the EU regulations regarding rights of persons with disabilities, when travelling by air (para. 87);
x) A number of measures were adopted to improve accessibility of railway transportation and road transport, including work on accessible railway stations, and bus-stops. The report states thatt over the last 10 years the government has worked to improve accessibility of railway and road transportation. By 2011 some 60 railway stations had been rendered accessible and Sweden was aiming to have at least 150 railway stations accessible in the future. Similar work is planned for bus-stops in the State party (paras. 88-93).
The report states that a number of practical measures were undertaken to implement the various legislative acts and regulations existing in Sweden:

 the State party adopted a 10-year Action Plan (2000-2010) on disability policy goals, and the 2001 Ordinance on the government authorities’ responsibilities for the implementation of the disability policies (para.62);

Handisam (The Swedish Agency for Disability Policy Coordination) has produced in 2009 a proposed action plan  for e-inclusion which highlights policy areas to enable persons with disabilities to share in the information society in a easily manner (paras. 59-61);
 A number of measures were also adopted with regard to e-accessibility to information in various areas including education and at various levels (paras. 94-99), and on accessibility in public transport (paras. 82-84);
The report notes that Sweden has grants in place for the conversion of public meetings areas and non governmental cultural premises into accessible places. In 2009 some 50 out of 100 conversion projects were financed with these grants (para. 79);
The report also states that the Swedish Institute of Assistive technology has been working on graphic symbols and other information signs in order to increase the use of non verbal information presentation in building and other public locations particularly for those with affected vision, cognitive capacity or movement (paras. 81,82).
The State party  is praised for its accessibility measures and encouraged to proceed with the adoption of legislative and other measures to ensure full accessibility to public spaces, information and social communication media in urban and rural areas, including the adoption of accessibility roadmaps with detailed phases of implementation of the standards.
B. Accessibility standards - control and sanctions for non-compliance

The report states that the Planning and Building Act specifies sanctions for transgression of its requirements. These sanctions range from financial fines to prohibition of the use of the building or part thereof until the faults have been rectified. Controls of compliance of the building with the building Act and decisions on sanctions are taken at the municipal level by the municipal building committee (paras. 68, 69; 71-74). 
A new parliamentary proposal in 2010 provides that accessibility and usability of a building was to be accessed at the time of issuing construction planning permissions (para.70).
The report states that a survey conducted in 2010 by the National Board of Health and Welfare about accessibility of Swedish welfare offices and healthcare centres concluded that accessibility is high for persons with disabilities (paras. 75, 76). 

However the survey also showed that in most of healthcare centres and social welfare offices, accessibility problems persist for persons with impaired vision, hearing and cognitive disabilities (paras. 77, 78). 

The State party is encouraged to provide additional information with regard to control mechanisms and sanctions for non-compliance. In the absence of these controlling mechanisms, the State party is encouraged to develop them. 
Article 10 – Right to Life 

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Right to life of persons with disabilities; Prohibition of arbitrary deprivation of life

The report notes that the State party protects the right to life of persons with disabilities through its Constitution prohibiting the death penalty and through its ratification of a number of international acts both regional European and universal such as the European Convention on human rights and the Additional Protocol II to the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (para. 100). 
However, the report says nothing about whether or not guardians and caregivers may under the existing legislation, decide on behalf of a person deprived of legal capacity about termination or withdrawal of medical treatment, nutrition or any other life support, without his/her free and informed consent. 
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee on whether the right of guardians to decide about termination of medical treatment is established in the State party. If so the State party is encouraged to update the Committee on the measures planned or undertaken to ensure the free and informed consent of persons with disabilities under all circumstances in accordance with the principle and right of full legal capacity of persons with disabilities (article 12), and the right of everyone not to be arbitrarily deprived of life (article 10). 

Article 11 - Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures taken to include persons with disabilities in national emergency protocols; Measures taken to ensure that humanitarian aid relief is distributed in an accessible way to persons with disabilities caught in humanitarian emergency
The report states that Sweden acts through the Swedish Civil Contingency Agency to ensure the protection and security for all those in situations of risk, including persons with disabilities. The basic training for rescue personnel already includes skills to identify understand and deal with persons with disabilities in emergencies. However, the State party recognizes that more remains to be done in this regard due to the complexity of the task (para. 101).

In particular, the government is determined to increase cooperation between rescue services and disability organzations to increase knowledge about materials and equipment needed by persons with disabilities in emergencies (paras.102, 103).
The report notes that the Swedish Civil Contingency Agency may also participate in humanitarian relief efforts in foreign countries. Such efforts are to be undertaken based on the strict respect for the human rights of persons with disabilities developed in cooperation with the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and organizations of persons with disabilities among others (paras. 104-108).  

The State party is praised for adopting these policies and is encouraged to increase training of rescue personnel in close cooperation with organizations of persons with disabilities and to adopt a comprehensive legislation for situations of emergency, including controlling mechanisms and sanctions for non-implementation.
Article 12 - Equal recognition before the law
Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Legislation does or does not exist which restricts the full legal capacity on the basis of disability and measures being taken towards conformity with article 12; support for persons with disabilities to exercise their legal capacity and manage their financial affairs; existence of safeguards against abuse of supported decision-making models

The report contains littel to no information with regard to the implementation of article 12 in the State party. 
The Convention in article 12(2) requests State parties to recognise that persons with disabilities  “enjoy legal capacity on equal basis with other in all aspects of life”, and to take appropriate measures to provide access to persons with disabilities  to “the support they may require in exercising their legal capacity”. In article 12 (4) States parties are urged to ensure that measures to support persons with disabilities  in the exercise of their legal capacity are protected with safeguards that “respect the rights, will and preferences” of the person requiring support and are subject to regular review by independent and impartial authority or judicial body. 
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the implementation of article 12 in the State party, and in particular to provide information on the measures undertaken to abolish the gurdianship system and to replace it with a supported decision making system that respects “the rights, will and preferences” of persons with disabilities. 
Article 13 - Access to justice

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Effective access to justice at all stages of the legal process; effective training of personnel in the national justice and prison system; age-related accommodations

i) Effective access to justice at all stages of the legal process

The report states that the following measures were undertaken to facilitate the physical accessibility of justice institutions: 
a) As of 2010 all courts were supposed to be accessible to persons with disabilities,including interpertes for persons with impaired vision and hearing (para. 112).
b) In addition district courts and courts of appeal have witness support operations (para. 113). 
c) The Crime Victim Compensation and Support Authority provides assistance for persons with disabilities to conduct voice calls. The Authority also provides a court proceedings introduction to everyone (paras. 114, 115).

There is nothing said in the report about measures (legislative and otherwise) undertaken to ensure full legal capacity and access to justice of persons with disabilities in equal terms with others for the persons under guardianship (their right to be witnesses, and to report about offences against themselves or other that they have witnessed; the status of the doctrine of insanity in the justice system of the State party, among others) 

ii) Effective training of personnel in the national justice and prison system

In term of measures undertaken to provide effective training to personnel in the national justice and prison system, the report notes that the Swedish Prosecution Authority includes in the training of prosecutors issues related to the treatment of young persons and children with disability (para. 132).

The report also notes that a report prepared by the Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention concluded in 2007 that there was a need in the State party to increase knowledge among practitioners within care and the judicial system regarding violence and disability (para. 109).
          iii) Age-related accommodations

With regard to age-related accommodations the report notes that the Crime Victim Compensation and Support Authority has conducted a project to develop a checklist for the judicial system about the situation of children with disabilities suspected of being victims of crime. Another study was conducted to highlight the way in which the Child andYouth Habilitation reports about violence against children with disabilities to the social welfare board (para. 110).  However the report says nothing about the outcome of these research projects.
The State party is encouraged to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities who allege that their rights under the Convention have been violated in particular for those under guardinaship (including their right to be witnesses, and to report about offences against themselves or others that they have witnessed).

The State party is encouraged to provide information about any age-related accommodations undertaken to meet the needs of children with disabilities.

 The State party is encouraged to provide updated information on the status of the doctrine of insanity in the State party’s justice system.
Article 14 - Liberty and Security of the Person

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure that persons with disabilities are not deprived of liberty on the basis of disability; prohibition of institutionalization of persons with disabilities 
The report states that in Sweden deprivation of liberty of persons on account of their disability is generally not allowed (with limited exception) (paras. 116,117).

Moreover in order to promote full inclusion of persons with disability, the State party has undertaken since the 80s a phased project of deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities (children with disabilities were no longer placed in institutions, and the number of adults in institutions was gradually reduced) complemented by work to build up support for them in the community, which was completed in 1999 (para. 118).

As for those persons with disabilities incarcerated for specific crimes, the general rules apply, although as of 2011,the new Prison and Remand Legislation provides for incarceration measures tailored to the specific circumstances of the individual (paras. 119,120).  
 There is no information about the work of psychiatric institutions of the State party.  
The State party is praised for its work to deinstitutionalize persons with disabilities as completed in 1999.

The State party is encouraged to provide information about the work of psychiatric institutions and to take phased steps towards abolishing the exception in which incarceration on account of a disability is still allowed.  
Article 15 - Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Prevention from medical or scientific experimentation without their free and informed consent; persons with disabilities should be made part of national strategies and mechanisms to prevent torture

The report refers that torture in general is prohibited in the State party by the Swedish Constitution; in addition Sweden has signed numerous Conventions against torture, both the universal and regional level , and it conducts regular dialogue with three expert Committees. It further notes that the European Convention on human rights is part of the Law of Sweden and it prohibits torture. (paras. 121-123).
The report notes that in some limited cases legislation provides for treatment without consent (para. 117).
Unfortunately the report provides no information with regard to more specific legislation on prevention of medical and scientific experimentation without the free and informed consent of persons with disabilities.
 Further, the report provides little to no information with regard to the work of psychiatric institutions.
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee on more specific legislation on prevention of medical and scientific experimentation and treatment without consent that implement the provisions of the Constitution. 

The State party is encouraged to brief the Committee on the measures undertaken to abolish treatment without consent, and replace this practice with a mechanism of supported decision making that allow consent to be provided beforehand. 

The State party is also encouraged to update the Committee about the work of psychiatric institutions. 
Article 16 - Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to protect persons with disabilities, from all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse; social protection measures to assist and support persons with disabilities; measures to ensure that all services and programmes designed to serve persons with disabilities are accessible and effectively monitored by independent authorities; measures to ensure that all persons with disabilities who are victims of violence have access to effective recovery, rehabilitation programmes; and acts of violence and abuse against persons with disabilities are identified, investigated and, where appropriate, prosecuted

The report states that the National Board of Health and Welfare has found evidence that compulsory measures have been taken against persons with disabilities in the area of accommodation ( para. 124);
This has prompted the adoption of a Government Bill in 2008 intended to strengthen supervision over social services. This supervision role has been given to the National Board of Health and Welfare as of 2010 (para. 125);
The report states that the Government has also developed other actions to combat abuse of women including an action plan and the development of evidence based practice (paras. 126-128);

The Government has  adopted an amendment to the Social Services Act in 2007, stressing the need to pay attention to  crime victims’ needs for assistance, and provided SEK 2 million in funds (date of the provision unspecified) to disability organizations working to prevent violence against women with disabilities (paras. 129-131);
The report also notes that the Government has commissioned the Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention to chart knowledge with regard to acts of violence against persons with disabilities, identify what is still unknown, and report about possible ways of preventing violence against persons with disabilities. A report prepared by the said Council in 2007 identifies gaps relating to vulnerability and contains proposals for preventive measures (para. 109). 
In term of measures undertaken for prosecution of acts of violence against persons with disabilities, the report notes that Swedish Prosecution Authority includes in the training of prosecutors issues related to the treatment of young persons and children with disability; and that the prosecution considers as an aggravating circumstance when the victim is a person with disability (para. 132).  

 The report provides no disaggregated statistics regarding the incidence of acts of violence against persons with disabilities; there is no information concerning any possible criminalization of certain types of offences against persons with disabilities such as abandon of a child with disabilities; 
The report also fails to inform about any possible work done by institutions entrusted with the monitoring of places of deprivations of liberty of persons with disabilities, or statistics on cases of prosecutions of abuse against persons with disabilities. 

The State party is encouraged to provide disaggregated data regarding the number and nature of cases of violence against persons with disabilities reported to the authorities and the number of convictions and sanctions on perpetrators.
The State party is also encouraged to provide more clear information about measures available for assistance and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities, victims of violence in the State party.

Article 17 - Protecting the integrity of the person

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Protection of persons with disabilities from medical (or other) treatment given without the free and informed consent; protection of persons with disabilities from forced sterilization, and girls and women from forced abortions; independent review organizations (role and composition) and programmes of work

The report states that 3 Acts of the State party protect the rights and liberties of people living in Sweden: the Constitutional Act 1974; the Freedom of the Press Act 1949 and the Freedom of Expression Act 1991 (paras. 133,134).

The report notes that in the State party all medical interventions are voluntary with the exceptions of a few cases such as the interventions made against persons with mental disability on the basis of the Act on Compulsory Psychiatric Care 1991; the Forensic Psychiatric Care Act 1991; and the Communicable Diseases Act (adoption date unspecified) (paras.135-137).
The report notes that in 2008, the government set up an investigation to review the whole of the compulsory psychiatric care legislation to strengthen the conditions under which a person may be subject to compulsory care. The final report which was supposed to be presented in 2011 was also to propose among others, alternative imprisonment - the so called closed accommodation - for those who commit a crime with developmental disability, autism or brain injury acquired in adult life (paras. 138,139).
The report states that a new form of care – open compulsory psychiatric care, and open forensic psychiatric care were introduced in 2009 which replace institutionalization of persons with disabilities on the sole basis of their disabilities. In these cases care is conducted outside of medical institutions under certain conditions (paras. 140,141).
The report notes that in Sweden there is no compulsory sterilization, all sterilization is only allowed on a voluntary basis (para. 142).

The report omits cases in which a person is under guardianship, the question remains to know who in such cases is supposed to give authorization for sterilization. 
The report is also silent about forced abortions.
It is clear that the denial of legal capacity of persons with disabilities has implications for the enjoyment of all others rights of persons with disabilities including the protection of their personal integrity.  
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the results of its investigations on conditions of compulsory care whose report was to be delivered in 2011.
The State party is encouraged to provide further information about the essence of closed accommodation for persons who commit a crime.
The State party is praised for the introduction of alternatives forms of care for persons with mental disability, the so called open compulsory psychiatric care, and to update the Committee about the progress of its deinstitutionalization policy, how many have been granted this new alternative form of care, and how many are still in institutions?

The State party is also encouraged to establish independent review boards in the composition of NGOs, human rights entities and medical and judicial institutions to review cases of consented therapeutic sterilizations, to prevent abuse. The State party is encouraged to clarify the role of guardians in cases of sterilizations and abortions.
Article 18 - Liberty of movement and nationality

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure the right of persons with disabilities to acquire a nationality and not to be deprived of it; to ensure the right of persons with disabilities to enter or leave his country freely; measures to ensure that every new-born child with a disability be registered upon birth and given a name and a nationality

The report states that legislation exists in the State party which grants every new-born child with disability the right to be registered upon birth and the right to have a nationality; to freely leave and enter the State party, and freedom of movement (paras. 143-147).  

However, the report recognises that the realization of the right to freedom of movement inside the State party may be hampered by the absence of an accessible environment, which is the case with  the means of transport in the State party that are not yet fully accessible (paras. 148,149).
There is nothing said in the report with regard to persons with disabilities seeking to immigrate into Sweden. 
The State party is strongly encouraged to update the Committee about its legislation and practices concerning the immigration of foreign persons with disabilities into the State party. 
Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community
Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

The existence of independent living schemes, including the provision of personal assistants for persons who so require; the existence of in-house support services allowing persons with disabilities to live in their community; the existence and range of options of residential services for living arrangements, including shared and sheltered accommodation which take into account the form of disability; the degree of accessibility for persons with disabilities to community services and facilities provided to the general population

In terms of legislative framework for independent life and inclusion in the community of persons with disabilities, the report lists the following Acts (paras. 150-51; 153157):

a) The Social Services Act 2001 (which provides that those unable to satisfy their own needs are entitled to assistance from the State, to strengthen their potential for independent life); 

b) The Support and Service for Persons with Certain Functional Impairments  1993 (support assistance to persons with extensive and permanent disabilities such as those with intellectual disabilities; autism or autism like conditions, persons with permanent intellectual impairments due to brain injuries in adult life; and persons with other permanent physical or mental disabilities);
c) The Assistance Benefit Act 1993 (which allows persons with disabilities to decide for them how the assistance is to be organized).
These Acts entitle persons with disabilities to the following types of assistance: advice and other personal support, personal assistance, relief service in the home, supervision for schoolchildren. They also provide for residence arrangements (group housing, service housing) for residence with special services for children and adults and other specially adapted housing for adults. They also include grants for adaption of accommodation, open care for persons with mental disabilities, car support, and rehabilitation centers for persons with impaired vision or hearing (paras. 153-157).
The report states that the law entitles persons with disabilities to apply against a decision on social assistance (para. 152).

The report does not provide enough information to access the degree of implementation of the programs and projects of Assistance designed in the State party, as well as the mechanism of control, monitoring lines and responsibilities for non-compliance.
There is little information about the number of persons with disabilities presently living in institutions.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the degree of implementation of its various programs and projects of assistance for independent life.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the functioning of the complaints mechanism in case of non-compliance (non deliverance of the assistance required).

The State party is encouraged to provide statistics about persons with disabilities living in institutions. It is also encouraged to develop a comprehensive medium and long term program of deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities with clearly defined bench marks and controlling mechanisms. 

Article 20 - Personal mobility

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to facilitate the personal mobility of persons with disabilities, including the use of street signs for accessibility; measures taken to ensure that the technologies are user-friendly; measures taken to give training in mobility skills to persons with disabilities and specialist staff 

The report states the Disability Policy 2000-2010 adopted in 1999, and the Ordinance on the Government responsibility to implement the Disability policy place on the government agencies the responsibility to ensure full involvement of persons with disabilities in social life. To achieve this goal, state agencies are to adopt action plans of work to ensure that their premises, activities and information are accessible to persons with disabilities (para. 159).

The report states that a new strategy adopted in 2008 calls for accessibility initiatives in three areas: accessible public transport, accessible civil service and easily eliminated obstacles. At the time of drafting of the report, many traffic signals in the State party emit now audible signals and have tactile markings (paras.160, 161).

The report notes that the system of guide dogs for persons with visual impairments in well developed in the State party (paras. 163-165).
There is little information about the extent of the practical implementation of the Disability Policy 2000-2010.
The State party is encouraged to provide information about the extent of the practical implementation of the Disability Policy and whether it has been extended beyond 2010. 
Article 21 - Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure that information provided to the general public is accessible to persons with disabilities; measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can use their preferred means of communication in all forms of official interaction and access to information, such as sign language, Braille, and other accessible means; measures to urge private entities and mass media to provide their information and services in an accessible form for persons with disabilities; degree of accessibility of mass media and percentage of public websites that comply with the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) standards; Legislative and other measures taken linked to the official recognition of sign language(s)

The report states that the Constitution Act and the Freedom of Expression Act guarantee the freedom verbally or in writing to impart information and to express thoughts, opinions and feelings. The principle of freedom of expression also incorporates the right to public access to public documents to forward and publish information. The State party has taken various accessible measures to ensure that persons with disabilities share the same right of freedom of expression (paras. 166-168). 

The report states that the Swedish Copyright Act 1960 contains technology neutral provisions which give persons with disability the right to produce copies of copyright-protected material in Braille. The producing of sound recordings requires a separate permission from the government.  The report notes that the State party has been paying special attention to the opportunities offered by the new technologies and is trying to ensure that no group of persons with disabilities is left out of these developments. For example work is ongoing to ensure sign interpreting via mobile phones (paras. 169-170).

 The report contains little information about the extent and impact of the implementation of the accessibility measures to ensure freedom of information for persons with disabilities (in particular the measures taken to facilitate access of persons with disabilities to public TV channels and radio channels including production of regular programs for persons with disabilities). 

There is also little information about any measures taken to facilitate official interaction of persons with disabilities with public institutions in sign language, Braille or other accessible means. 
The report is also silent about any specific plans, incentives and strategies adopted to urge private entities to provide their information and services in accessible format, as well as control measures and sanctions in place for non-compliance. 
The State party is encouraged to proceed with work towards ensuring full freedom of expression and access to information for persons with disabilities.
Article 22 - Respect for privacy

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to protect the privacy of personal, health and rehabilitation related information of persons with disabilities; measures taken so that persons with disabilities are not concealed on the pretext of protection of privacy

The report states that the privacy of personal, health and rehabilitation related information of persons with disabilities is protected by the Constitution Act, the Secrecy Act 1980, and the Personal Data Act 1998 (para. 171). 

The report does not explain to which institution persons with disabilities can complain for the violation of the privacy of their personal information.
The State party is encouraged to provide further information with regard to the extent to which these legislative acts are implemented and the institution responsible for receiving complaints about violation of the privacy of personal information. 
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about efforts undertaken to prevent concealing of persons with disabilities on pretext of protection of privacy.
Article 23 - Respect for home and the family

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure that persons with disabilities may exercise the right to marry and to found a family on the basis of full and free consent; that persons with disabilities have access to family planning, assistive reproduction and adoption or fostering programmes; that parents with disabilities, who so require, are provided with the adequate support in their child-rearing responsibilities, ensuring the parent-child relationship; that no child is separated from her/his parents because of the disability of either the child or one or both of the parents; to support fathers and mothers, in order to prevent concealment, abandonment of the boy or girl with a disability; to avoid institutionalization of boys and girls with disabilities whose parents are unable to care for them

The report notes that the State party ensures the equal right of persons with disabilities to marry and establish a family, parenthood and personal relationship on equal terms with those without disabilities. The principle applies also to such cases as family planning, and fertility, and their rights over their children, guardianship and adoption (para. 172, 173).

1. In terms of support to parents with disabilities in their child-rearing responsibilities, the report states that all parents in the State party receive adequate support and advice for the care of their child. Support initiatives also come from pre-school, school and youth habilitation. Municipalities are required to provide support and treatment within the field of habilitation and rehabilitation (speech and language therapy, physiotherapy) (paras. 174,175, 180,182,183).

2. In terms of measures to ensure that no child is separated from his/her parents because of the disability, the report notes that the Parents and Children Code contains provisions regarding the right of children and guardians/parents to receive support from the Social Welfare Board, and a separation of the child can never occur on account of the disability of either the child or parents (para. 176-178).  

3. In terms of measures to avoid institutionalization of boys and girls with disabilities whose parents are unable to care for them, the report states that when the best interests of the child require them to live in place other than their own homes, in order to avoid institutionalization, the child is placed in a relative’s or closely related person’s house, and if this option fails he is placed in family home or an institution (paras. 178,179).
The report notes that despite the support provided by the State party to families of children with disabilities, the National Association for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities raised the issue of a specific group of children (some 7000) in the State party who have a combination of intellectual disabilities with other forms of disabilities and who therefore have extremely specific needs and whose parents in vulnerable situation are in need of structured support (para. 181).
The State party is encouraged to expand its system of disability support programs in order to reach out to all children and families with disabilities, especially those in vulnerable situations such the parents of children with multiple forms of disabilities including intellectual forms referred to by the National Association of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities.
The State party is encouraged to provide statistical data on the number of institutions and number of children with disabilities in institutions and measures being undertaken to return them to family homes and prevent institutionalization of children with disabilities.  


Article 24 - Education
Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure that every child with disabilities has access to early-stage education, and mandatory primary, secondary and higher education

1. In terms of inclusive education, the report states that the education system of the State party is based on the principle of inclusion and that only 1, 7% of all pupils attend special schools for children with intellectual impairments or other forms of disabilities. Municipalities are responsible for providing free transportation for children in the compulsory 9 year elementary school from the 7th birth year, and in certain cases upper secondary level (paras. 184-187).
2. In terms of pre-school education the report states that it is offered from age one, and from age three, children are en titled to 525 hours of free of charge pre-school education per year. However pre-school education is made available to everyone in need of it, irrespective of the financial possibilities of parents, a “maximum tariff” system is used (para. 187).
3. In terms of special education, the report states that those who are considered “unable” to follow the ordinary schools are accepted for compulsory education in schools for children with intellectual impairments. These schools can also be integrated with compulsory ordinary schools (para. 188).
-In addition to this, the State party has a further three national and five regional special schools. By the time of submission of the report, these schools had a total of 500 pupils. The report states that the five regional special schools offer education equivalent to the general compulsory education in two languages, Swedish language, and Swedish sign language and are intended for deaf and hard of hearing persons. However, most of deaf children go the ordinary compulsory elementary schools (para. 189).
-The report states that the three national schools offer special education for those who usually have a combination of disabilities, for example visual impairments and other physical disability, deaf-blind people and people with speech disability, deaf people with a developmental disability. In these schools instruction is done in Swedish, sing language and other special communication methods (para. 190).
-The report notes that one municipality has been chosen to offer special secondary education for all children with complex forms of disability in the State party (deaf-blind, hearing impaired with intellectual impairments. The report states that in these schools special education is integrated to the extent possible with the ordinary education. Another four municipalities have entered recently entered into an agreement with State party to provide the same type of secondary education to pupils with complex disabilities from all the regions of the State party (paras.191, 193).

-The State party says that a new Education Act has entered into force in 2011, which grants children the right to appeal a decision of the head teacher about special needs of a child. In addition additional subsidies have been granted to schools to develop their support to pupils with learning difficulties. The National Agency for Special Needs Education conducts research to adapt teaching aids for use in pre-schools, schools and adult education schools intended for children and adults with disabilities (paras. 194-197).

4. In terms of Adult Education, the report notes that this type of education is open to everyone who has reached 20 years old and does not have the proficiency given in compulsory schools. This education is given to everyone including persons with disabilities and immigrants including immigrants with disabilities. Instruction is conducted by municipality adult education schools, the so called Folk high Schools, and adult education associations. The report notes that adult education for persons with disabilities (including those who have acquired an injury and require rehabilitation for example instruction in sign language) is in particular provided by the Folk high Schools who get some 3,2 billion SEK for these purposes annually. The control assessment of the level of education including for persons with disabilities is ensured by the State party’s Schools Inspectorate (paras. 198-201).
5. In terms of university education, the report states that universities are obliged to ensure that students with disabilities who so need have access to education support measures. To this end universities are required to set aside 0.3% of their grants for undergraduate education to the needs of education support measures. The support given to students with disabilities include: adapted examinations, note-taking support, mentorship, language support and sign language interpretation. Some universities to this effect employ sign language interpreters to interpret lessons (202-204). 
-Students may appeal a decision of the university on the ground of discrimination to an independent Higher Education Appeals Board (para. 205).
6. In terms of Statistics, the reports notes that the State party does not keep statistics with regard to children and young persons with disabilities , but only information regarding university students who receive support to be able to study in the normal classes. In 2008 there were 4,906 students with disabilities out of 287, 598 universities students. Of this number, 64% were women with disabilities, and 36% men with disabilities. Of this number 21 were doctoral students (206,207).
7. In terms of sign language training and education, the report notes that a New Language Act entered into force in 2009, which requires the State and the community to promote and protect and expand the learning, using and of Swedish sign language . To this effect training in sign language interpretation is conducted both at the Folk High Schools as in Universities across the country. A professorship in sign language has been established at the University of Stockholm, and the university provides training in sign languages at all level including doctoral studies (208-211).
8. The report notes that the State party has opened up a new category of teachers training – the training in special needs education which was to start in 2011. Nine Universities now offer Post-graduate Diplomas in Special Needs Education. From 2011, the curriculum has been expanded to include “teaching of hearing impaired pupils”, “serious speech disabilities” and “developmental disabilities “(paras. 212-214).
The State party is praised for developing such a wide ranging program of inclusion of persons with disabilities in the general system of education, and is encouraged to further develop inclusive strategies to abolish the remaining special education schools. 

It is also important to ensure that while the State party strives to include persons with disabilities in the general education system it does not nullify such efforts by just replacing the special educations schools with the so-called “special education needs” arrangements within the normal education system, leading to the same segregation of persons with disabilities that existed in special schools. Rather, the support required is the one that can allow a deaf person to follow with interpretation the same classes as those without disabilities; a blind person to participate actively in the ordinary classes.  “Special education needs” should not lead to the establishment of “special classes” again for persons with disabilities within the ordinary schools.
The State party is encouraged to provide information on the impact of its education programs disaggregated by types of disabilities, urban and rural areas.
Article 25 - Health

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures that protect against discrimination and ensure that persons with disabilities have the same access to quality health services, including in the area of sexual and reproductive health; to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to disability-related health rehabilitation in their community freely and without financial cost 

The report states that according to the Health and Medical Services Act 1982 the goal of health and medical services is to provide good health and care to everyone on equal basis. But a specific distinction is not made in relation to persons with disabilities (para. 215).

The report notes that having in mind the situation of persons with disabilities, the National Board of Health and Welfare advises to make it easier for patients who are persons with disabilities to obtain information and take their own decisions. If needed interpreters support and other cognitive aids should be made available and medical personnel should have a clear understanding of the consequences of the disability when planning and implementing care (paras. 216,217).
The report states that one area of the public health policy of the State party is ensuring a secure and safe sexuality and good reproductive health (para. 218).
The report notes that the State party has also worked on ensuring accessibility of health and care related information. It has also invested in awareness raising and training of medical personnel with regard to the human rights of persons with mental forms of disabilities (paras.220-222).
In terms of medical fees, the report states that the State party uses the so-called “high cost protection mechanism” under which the patient is required to pay per year only a certain amount of fees for medical care (including medication). When this has been reached he is entitled to free medical care during that year, no matter the cost of the treatment (para.223).

There is no information about the extent and degree of effectiveness of the present model of health care assistance provided to persons with disabilities in the State party.
There is little information about the measures undertaken or planned to improve physical accessibility of health care institutions and in terms of affordability of health care assistance for persons with disabilities; and the range of affordable health insurance schemes (including private ones) available to persons with disabilities. 
The State party is encouraged to adopt and implement a comprehensive and global health care strategy and plan for persons with disabilities (comprising the promotion, preventive measures, assistance and rehabilitation) and covering all types of disabilities.
The State party is encouraged to adopt specific accessibility implementation plans for healthcare and health institutions and services with specific benchmarks, control mechanisms and sanctions for non-compliance (or if these exit update with detailed information the Committee and reinforce monitoring). 

The State party is encouraged to proceed with reform projects of the system of healthcare insurance, to enable it to cover all persons with disabilities, irrespective of types of disabilities. 
The State party is also encouraged to develop an efficient complaint and redress mechanism for persons with disabilities with regard to accessibility of healthcare and healthcare institutions and services.

Article 26 - Habilitation and Rehabilitation
Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

General habilitation and rehabilitation programmes for persons with disabilities, in the areas of health, employment, education and social services, including in rural areas; and to ensure that participation in habilitation and rehabilitation services and programmes is voluntary

The report states that the State party has three types of rehabilitation projects: 

a) Medical rehabilitation (with the aim of “restoring or maintaining certain functions that may be impaired”) (paras.224-226); 

b) Vocational rehabilitation (which focus on guidance, rehabilitation and preparation to work). Vocational rehabilitation has also included affirmative measures to support the person’s return to work, by providing support for personal assistance, and support for the employer to acquire vocational assistive devices. In addition the State party has also created opportunities for persons with disabilities receiving sickness compensation to return to work without losing their compensation. The State party also provides special subsidies for persons with mental disabilities, and is to increase the range of measures in support of this group of persons with disabilities (paras. 224, 227-230)
c)  and social rehabilitation (in terms of measures intended to facilitate the private life of the persons with disabilities, the report notes that responsibility for provisions of devices needed by persons with disabilities in the home, school, and for day-to-day life and care is of the responsibility of local municipalities, and tariffs and their variety depends also of these local municipalities. The State party is planning to provide persons with disabilities with greater freedom to choose the devices they want (paras.224, 231-235).

There is little information about the extent and impact of the habilitation and rehabilitation programs in the State party. 

There is also little information in the report about the mechanism in place to prevent violations of the rights of persons with disabilities in the provision of rehabilitation services.
The State party is encouraged to provide updated information about the extent and impact of its habilitation and rehabilitation programs (with disaggregated data by types of disabilities). 

Article 27 - Work and employment

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures taken to ensure protection against discrimination in all stages of employment;  the impact of targeted employment programmes and policies in place to achieve full and productive employment among persons with disabilities ; affirmative and effective action measures for the employment of persons with disabilities in the regular labour market; accessibility of persons with disabilities to open employment and vocational training services, including those for the promotion of self-employment; availability of technical and financial assistance for the provision of reasonable accommodations; measures to assure the retention and retraining of workers who suffer a workplace injury resulting in a disability preventing them from performing their previous tasks; to ensure various forms of work, such as work on location, telecommuting (off-site/at home) and subcontracting, and work opportunities offered by new communication technologies

1. The report states that to ensure the realisation of the right of persons with disabilities to employment, a number of wide-ranging decisions were taken:

-to combat discrimination and promote the employment of persons with disabilities, the Constitution Act places on the Swedish society as a whole the obligation to fight discrimination against persons with disabilities in the employment (para.236).

2. In order to facilitate the integration of persons with disabilities into the open labour market, the government working through the Swedish Public Employment Services has in place a number of affirmative actions to compensate for the reduced capacity to work and strengthen their potential to obtain or retain job, involving subsidies paid to (paras. 237-247):
· Provide financial incentives for employees to employ persons with disabilities under normal labour market conditions (the employment with wage subsidies)

· Support for vocational personal assistive devices at workplace (financial support to an employer or the person with disability to purchase assistive devices);
· Support conversion of the work place (financial support to cover the cost of reasonable accommodation of the working environment to adapt it to the employee’s situation and needs);
· Support Personal assistance (financial support for an employer or other organizations that grant personal assistance for a person with disabilities);
· Support Arrangement subsidies (financial support for development initiatives and adaptation of workplace);
· Support for new business initiatives (financial support offered to persons with disabilities willing to start their own business).
3. In order to offer opportunities of work for persons with disabilities experiencing significant difficulties of inclusion in the open labour market, the State party has in place a wide range of measures which include sheltered employment and social enterprises, and other measures to facilitate the transition of workers with disabilities from sheltered employment to employment in the open market, such as security employment and development employment, and  supported employment (Support person is assigned to a person with disability who requires additional support and training before or during the start of a job) (paras. 241, 256-259).

4. Other special measures are designed to support the employment of young persons with disabilities after school and graduation. In particular the Swedish Employment Service cooperates with schools in order “to safeguard transition from school to work for pupils with disabilities” (paras. 262-265).

5. Special measures were also designed to improve the employment of persons with mental forms of disabilities, who are according to the State party “the least employed”, including (paras. 251,252):
-A stimulus subsidy to municipalities who offer employment via an optional system for persons with mental forms of disabilities;

-The government has commissioned the Swedish Employment Services with the Social Insurance Office to procure rehabilitation and other services to support persons with mental forms of disability.
6. The report also provides some statistical data with regard to employment of men and women with disabilities which show an even gender distribution (60% men and 40% women employed).  To pursue the strategy of gender equality in the open labour market for persons with disabilities (248-250):
- A gender equality bonus was introduced in parental insurance to encourage a more even take up of parental leave;

 -A tax reduction for household services was also introduced to make it easier for women and men to combine working and family life.
7. The report notes that in order to offer persons with disabilities an incentive to return to work and discourage long term sickness absence, the State party has implemented since 2008 a new health insurance reform which introduces a new rehabilitation chain (paras. 254,255).

8. The report also notes that persons with disabilities are free to join trade unions (para. 253).

9. The report also states that the State party has in place an efficient legal protection mechanism against the dismissal of persons with disabilities from work, in particular in case of redundancy persons with disabilities have priority to continue employment, as it is not permitted to dismiss a person on account of his disability (paras. 260,261).
10. The report also notes that slavery and forced labour are prohibited in the State party via Article 4 of the European Convention on Human Rights (para. 266).

The State party is praised for the measures taken to facilitate employment of persons with disabilities and encouraged to adopt a global action Strategy for the Employment of persons with disabilities with benchmarks, control mechanisms and sanctions for violations. 
The State party is recommended to continue awareness raising campaigns to develop a national culture of inclusion of persons with disabilities by offering more opportunities for their valid engagement in productive employment.
The State party is encouraged to continue finding ways of involving more persons with disabilities in employment including through the development of a program of quotas and relevant incentives for conversion of temporary contracts into permanent ones. It should also strengthen its strategies of self-employment of persons with disabilities, with such programs as conversion of unemployment benefits into lump sum payments to be used in investment projects, among others. 
Article 28 - Adequate standard of living and social protection

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures taken to ensure availability and access by persons with disabilities to clean water, adequate food, clothing and housing; to ensure access by persons with disabilities to services, devices and other appropriate assistance at affordable prices, including the availability of programmes that cover disability related extra financial costs; to ensure access by persons with disabilities, in particular women and girls and older persons with disabilities, to social protection programmes and poverty reduction programmes

The report notes that reports published on a regular basis in the State party consistently show that the social situation of persons with disabilities is worse than the rest of the population (unemployment, poverty and health risks are higher among the disability group of the population), this then justifies in the eyes of the State party the provision of Social services to compensate for the difficulties faced by persons with disabilities) (paras.  268-273). 

The report provides that a number of social protection programs exist in the State party (paras. 267,274,275):

-The Social Services Act 2001, (which provides that social services must promote people’s economic and social protection. This social assistance is provided by the municipalities in which those in need reside, and is provided on an individual basis assessment of the household’s overall financial situation); 

In addition there are:

-The Disability compensation (which is a form of financial support that is intended to cover those additional costs a person may have due to disability;

-The Care Grant (which is a financial support provide to parents of children with disability to compensate for the loss of income entailed by caring for a child with disability);
-Car support; Grant for adaptation of the home and State assistance benefit (additional forms of financial support to persons with disabilities).
The report provides little to no information about the extent of the implementation of its social protection program (for example how many persons with disabilities are covered by the different schemes (disaggregated by type of disabilities, gender, urban and rural areas)?
The report contains no information with regard to any specific programs for older persons with disabilities.
The State party is encouraged to continue developing and implementing its social protection programs while privileging the chances of full integration of persons with disabilities in the labour market in accordance with the human rights model of disability, through the provision of incentives for work on an  accessible and fully inclusive environment and reasonable accommodations. 
Article 29 - Participation in political and public life

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Legislation and measures to guarantee to persons with disabilities, in particular, persons with mental or intellectual disability, political rights, including, if it is the case, existing limitations and actions taken to overcome them; support provided, if any, to persons with disabilities  for the establishment and maintenance of organizations to represent their rights and interests at local, regional and national level

The report indicates that a number of measures offering reasonable accommodation to persons with disabilities and facilitating their vote were included in the Elections Act 2005 (paras. 276-279): 

-Each municipality must ensure that there are suitable accessible premises that can be used as polling stations;
-Voters needing assistance should be granted one on request; they can also vote by proxy, if they are unable to vote due to disability.
The report indicates that a number of measures intended to facilitate their work as elected representatives, were included in the Local Government Act 1991 (paras. 280-281):

 -persons with disabilities must be offered conditions that enable than to work in the same way as elected representatives without disabilities,
-The Parliament is discussing the possibility of amending the Local Government Act, so that it can incorporate the possibility for remote decision making for persons with disabilities. 
The report however gives no statistical data on numbers of persons with disabilities holding public office, including in senior positions in the Government, Judiciary or Parliament.
The report does not specify whether there is an obligation to provide information on the voting via TV in accessible formats with subtitles and sign language interpretation; and whether persons with disabilities have a right under existing law to freely choose a person that they trust to assist them in the voting process.

The report provides no information with regard to its support of organisations of persons with disabilities seeking participation in elections.
The report is silent about the measures taken to facilitate participation in elections of persons with mental forms of disabilities. 
The State party is praised for its policies towards granting accessible conditions for persons with disabilities to exercise their rights to vote and participate in political and public life.  
The State party is encouraged to provide more information with regard to participation in elections of persons with mental forms of disabilities.
The State party is recommended to consider amending its legislation in a way that ensures an effective representation of persons with disabilities at all levels of the decision-making (Government, Parliament, Judiciary) which affects their interests if possible through a quota system to ensure diversity. 

Article 30 - Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures taken to recognize and promote the right of persons with disabilities to take part on an equal basis with others in cultural life, including opportunities to develop and utilize their creative, artistic and intellectual potential; to ensure that cultural, leisure, tourism and sporting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities, taking into account children with disabilities, including through the conditional use of public procurement and public funding; to ensure that intellectual property laws do not become a barrier for persons with disabilities in accessing cultural materials, including participation in relevant international efforts

The report states that among the measures taken to grant the right of persons with disabilities to take part on equal basis with others in cultural life, leisure and sports are:

1. In terms of access to cultural life the report states that the State party has taken the following actions (paras. 282-296):

-adopted a national strategy for digitalization, electronic access and digital creation (with the aim of increasing accessibility for persons with specific needs);

-has created a school which since 2011 facilitates increased participation in cultural life for pupils in special schools;

-has support the Non-Profit National Theatre Company (with more than thirty years experience of producing drama using sign language;

-the Swedish Arts Council and the Swedish National Heritage Board (which work to realize the cultural policy goals of the State party to promote the opportunities of persons with disabilities to participate in cultural life);

-new Government initiatives are expected in the media field to facilitate increased access to culture and media using new technologies;

- The Copyright Act of the State party ensures to persons with disabilities access to copyright protected work for many years now;
-The Broadcasting licences for Sveriges Radio and Sveriges TV stipulate that these companies must take the needs of persons with disabilities into consideration. In addition the new Radio and TV Act 2010 stipulates that TV broadcasts must be formulated in such a way that the programs are accessible to persons with disabilities;
-the Swedish Library of Talking Books and Braille is conducting work to enable the use of digital technology for the downloading of Talking books;
-The Easy-to Read Foundation was commissioned to make news information and literature available for persons with reading difficulties.
-The report is silent about the work done to enable physical accessibility of cultural institutions, with ramps, lifts and hearing loops, captioning technology to improve cinema access, incorporation of multi-sensory and tactile features into exhibition design, sign language interpretation tours and Braille guides.
2. In terms of facilitating participation of persons with disabilities in recreation, leisure and sports, the State party has developed the policies and programs (paras. 298-303):

- It follows a policy that only child and youth sports associations that conduct activities that are compatible with the UN Child Convention should receive support from the government;

-It follows a policy of inclusive sport competitions so that children with disabilities and those without disabilities are allowed to compete together;
-A survey has been commissioned to evaluate which sports facilities children and young persons visit more frequently;
-The Swedish Disability Sports Association, the Swedish Deaf Sports Federation and the Swedish Paralympics Committee are entrusted with the organization of sports for persons with disabilities;
-Since 1999 a Sports Gala is held annually to award a prize for the disabled sportsperson of the year.
There is no information in the report concerning measures taken to render accessible the products of the tourism and leisure industry such as beaches and hotels.  
The State party is praised for the projects it has undertaken and is encouraged to proceed with its efforts to fully integrate persons with disabilities in cultural life, sports and leisure. 


Article 31 - Statistics and data collection

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:
Measures taken to collect disaggregated appropriate information, including statistical and research data, to enable the State party to formulate and implement policies, to give effect to the Convention, respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms, ethics, legal safeguards, data protection, confidentiality and privacy; the dissemination of these statistics and measures to ensure their accessibility by persons with disabilities
The report states that statistics about persons with disabilities have been collected in the State party’s Official Statistics since 2004. The information is collected on the basis of the Official Statistics Act (adoption date unspecified) and the Official Statistic Ordinance (adoption date unspecified), under which municipalities are required to submit information (paras.333-334).
The reports states that in 2010, the government commissioned the office of Statistics Sweden to collect and provide it with targeted information about living conditions of persons with disabilities. The information is being presently processed and reflected later in a report (para. 335-336).

The report states that the State party is presently identifying methods to collect and compare living conditions of children with disabilities (para. 337).

In terms of date protection and confidentiality, the report states that the Constitution Act, the Personal Data Act 1998 (as amended in 2007) and the Public Access to Information and Secrecy Act (adoption date unspecified) prohibit misuse and disclosure of identifiable personal information (paras. 330-332).

In terms of dissemination and accessibility, the report states that the Public Access to Information and Secrecy Act, defines which legislation regulates the handing of information to the public (para.333). It does not explain the public can access these statistics. 
The State party is encouraged  to provide further details with regard to methods of collection of such data, respect for ethics, and methods of ensuring the application of the principles of confidentially and privacy in the use of the information database of persons with disabilities in the State party.
The State party is encouraged to provide updated information with regard to the results of its review of the information provided to it by Statistics Sweden in 2010. 
The State party is also encouraged to update the Committee about the results of work to identify methods of collecting information about children with disabilities. 

Article 32 - International cooperation

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia pertaining to:
Measures taken to guarantee that international cooperation be inclusive and accessible by persons with disabilities; Actions toward facilitating and supporting capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programmes and best practices; On the progress, and effectiveness of programmes for the exchange of technical know-how and expertise for the assistance of persons with disabilities

The report states the State party “welcomes international cooperation in those forms and for those purposes” expressed by the Article 32 . The report states that Swedish policy for global development is based on two developments perspectives: “human rights”, and “poor people on development”. The State party has also made the rights of persons with disabilities, part of the framework of bilateral and regional dialogues regarding human rights, and support relavant activities of the UN GA and the Human Rights Council , and the Special Rapporteur on Disability (paras. 338-339, 345-347).
The report states that consisted with this policy, persons with disabilities have been highlighted presently in twelve of Sweden’s 45 country strategies. In addition the Swedish development agency (Sida) has also supported initiatives for persons with disabilities in 10 countres, has incorporated a disability perspective in educational sector programs of nine countries, in health programs with 3 countries , and agriculture and infraestructure with one country, all from the group of conflict and post-conflict nations. Further dialogue is ongoing with a number of State to raise the issue of inclusive education for children with disabilities (paras. 340-342).
The report notes that the State party also supports the activities of civil society organizations(paras. 343-344).

In terms of programs of exchange of know-how with developing nations, the report states that the Swedish Institute of Assistive Technology exchanges knowledge with other countries ( export of services and aid project to promote access to and the use of assistivie devices ans skills development in countries in West Africa) (paras. 348,349).
The report is less clear about the State party’s work towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), in particular it is not said how the State party intends to comply and whether it will or not comply with the MDGs in for persons with disabilities.

 The State party is encouraged to update the Committee on its effort to include a disability perspective in its program for the achievement of the MDGs, and inform how it intends to achieve the MDGs for persons with disabilities.
The State party is encouraged to continue engaging in international cooperation efforts to implement the Convention.  

Article 33 - National implementation and monitoring

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

The designation of one or more focal points within the Government for matters relating to the implementation of the Convention and facilitate related action in different sectors and at different levels; the establishment of a framework, including one or more independent mechanisms, as appropriate and measures taken to promote, protect and monitor implementation of the Convention taking into account the principles relating to the status and function of national institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights; budget allocations for the purpose of national implementation and monitoring

The State party has designated the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs as the focal points for matters of the implementation of the Convention (para. 350).

The Government has not yet designated an official independent monitoring body for the implementation of the Convention. However, in 2008, an inter-departamental Working Group on the issues of the implementation of the Convention convened by the Minister of Health and Social Affairs was commissioned to propose to the Government an entity to serve as the independent monitoring body of Sweden.  This working group (the so called delegation on human rights) proposed the Equality Ombusdman of Sweden for this role. A full report was to be drafted by 2010, and decision was to be taken. By the time of submitting the report to the CRPD Committee(1 January 2011) this organ had not yet been officially designated. (paras. 351-353). 

The State party is praised for the designation of the institutions which under the Convention are to coordinate implementation efforts of the State party.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the organ indicated in the State party to carry the functions of independent monitoring of the Convention.

The State party is encouraged to enable these organs to carry their proper role by ensuring that proper budget allocations are made for the purpose of national implementation and monitoring of the Convention.
�See  US Department of State, Human Rights Reports Sweden, 2013; World Fact Book, Sweden, 2014 Update.


� Compare: ‘Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.’ (article 1 CRPD Convention) (emphasis added).
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