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Network of Iraq for Children Rights 
Network of Iraq for Children Rights: a national coalition of a number of (49) A specialized organization in the field of children's rights distributed in 19 Iraqi governorate and a group of activists in the field of the defenses of children's rights. The Network is guided in its work by international human rights instruments and obligations, notably the non-profit United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.


Introduction
Iraq ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 in 1994, and the 2005 Iraqi Constitution adopted a federal system containing many children's rights and freedoms, such as: equality in the justice of the law, the right to life, security and liberty, the right to nationality, the right to work, the protection of children, the right of children to education, care and education, and the prohibition of economic exploitation and violence.
However, these laws have not fully complied with the International Convention, as violence remains common in the family and educational institutions, as well as in correctional institutions. Armed violence has also increased, killing and displacing thousands of children. Iraq suffers from weak enforcement of child protection laws, resulting in an unsafe environment, education dropout, child labour, early marriage, sexual violence and exploitation. 

First - Difficulties impeding the implementation of the Convention

1. Although Iraq has acceded to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and continues to submit reports to the Committee, we note:
· Iraq has still not harmonized its national and domestic legislation in accordance with the Convention to which it is a party.
· National legislation continues to not inclusive in dealing with the principle of non-discrimination, particularly with regard to cultural and community policies and practices.
· Iraq still not legislate the Protection of Children's Rights, despite ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child since 1994.
· At Iraq's Network for Children's Rights, we look forward to the need to expedite the legislation on the protection of children's rights in Iraq.

Second- Concerns and responses to the recommendations under review
· On recommendation No. 10 on measures to ensure the full and equal enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by all ethnic and religious groups, in particular their access to education, adequate housing, health and employment. Measures taken to ensure that members of ethnic groups have access to quality education in the official and minority languages at all levels.

However, Network of Iraq for Children Rights observed the following:
· No accurate official information is available on Iraq's total education budget for 2020-2024 The Iraqi Government allocated 1.4% of the total budget to education which is equivalent to IQD 10.8 trillion, this figure is low compared to regional and international rates, between 15% and 20%, Iraq's education budget suffers from chronic shortages that hinder its ability to provide quality education to all students (rudaw, n.d.) (PUK Media, n.d.) 
· Because of the governmental negligence in the educational aspect of state educational institutions, there is a distinction between governmental and non-governmental education in Iraq. A class difference is beginning to vary between students in government schools and non-governmental schools. Students in non-governmental schools enjoy a sophisticated and attractive teaching environment, but government teaching suffers from many problems in infrastructure and school level.
· The Iraqi Ministry of Education continues to refrain from eliminating discrimination in educational curricula, particularly with regard to the curriculum of "religion" in Iraqi schools, although Iraq is a predominantly Muslim country. However, it has many religious diversity, such as Christianity, Yazidi, Sabah, Khakiyah, Zardashite, Baha 'is and others.
· There is no opportunity to study in the mother tongue of Syrian refugee applicants residing in Iraq and the Kurdistan region education in parallel with the Kurdistan Region's education (Kurdish Sorani), although the mother tongue of Syrian refugees is Kurdish kurmanji  , This, in turn, makes it difficult to study and understand the curriculum for Syrian refugees.
· The lack of mechanisms for paying employees’ salaries in education between the Government of Iraq and the Government of the Kurdistan Region, which in turn resulted in salary delays and protests by teaching staff, which adversely affected the progress and delay of the educational process in schools.
· ISIS children still do not enjoy the right to education and to attend school in addition to not having personal documents that qualify them for the exercise of the right to education.
· Insufficient teaching staff in schools according to specialization, which in turn affects the school's educational process.
· Although the Kurdistan Provincial Government has opened many of schools for national and religious components, these schools, according to our observations, lack cadres of the same nationality or religion. For example, education in Turkmen is provided by non-Turkmen cadres and thus lacks the essence of the right.
· The Iraqi legislator continues to refrain from legislating a law to deal with cases of births in case that one of the parents declares his Islam, in the case of a non-Muslim family (Father, Mother, Boys and Girls) And the fact that one of the parents proclaimed his Islam, Iraqi law deprives the children of their religion but forces them to follow one of the parents who made their Islam famous and thus consider them Muslim by law and that this is a clear distinction in addition to being contrary to article 14 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child The Iraqi Children's Rights Network has monitored many cases where children are almost denied access to schools or their personal identities are updated for fear of being replaced by a new "Muslim" clause.
 Network of Iraq for Children Rights, look forward to: 
· Allocate a special budget for education in Iraq's annual budget such as 2019.
· Government's interest in State educational institutions in terms of infrastructure, services and educational plans.
· Changing the curriculum by the Ministry of Education in a manner consistent with non-discrimination on the basis of language and the provision of teaching staff.
· Give the privacy of the study by mother language to refugees residing in Iraq or the Kurdistan region.
· To reach an agreement between the Federal Government and the Kurdistan Regional Government on the mechanisms for paying salaries to education staff in the Kurdistan Provinces on a monthly basis. Standardization of employees' and teachers' salaries between the Kurdistan Regional Government and Iraq for the purpose of moving away from discrimination.
· The need to legislate a law to establish the proportions of ISIS children by obtaining personal documents that qualify them in the exercise of their right to education.
· Launch of opportunities for recruitment of graduates in the field of education by the Ministry of Education in Iraq and Kurdistan Region to address the shortage of teaching staff in schools by allocating a budget.
· The need to deal with the right of language by providing more material support and human resources of the same components in order to upgrade the right to better levels.
· The need to address the problem of children from minorities born of one of the parents of the most declares Islam, called Iraq as a phenomenon (Islamization of minors), and to develop rules and procedures that are in the child's interest but not discriminatory.

· On the recommendation of article 11, measures to ensure the effective participation and representation of all ethnic, ethnic and religious groups in public and political life, in particular in State institutions, law enforcement and the judiciary
· The age of legal sanction for a juvenile in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region is incompatible with international standards on children's rights. The juvenile is considered a boy if he is 11 years old and under 15 years of age. Pursuant to article (1/3) of the Law on Determining the Age of Criminal Responsibility in the Kurdistan Region, Iraq No. (14) of 2001. In Iraq, in accordance with Iraqi law No. (800) of 1983, article ( 3/3 ), a juvenile is considered a boy if he is 9 years of age and under 15 years of age. He is deemed to be in contravention of international standards and conventions concerning children, and the juvenile's legal penalty is 13 years old.
· Taking children with their relatives in corrections, which in turn affects the psychology and thoughts of the child's actions by staying inside the correctional system with the detainees.
· Lack of attention (shelters) to the care of homeless children, orphans and bastards and their inadequacy in comparison with the number of children in addition to their lack of educational, social and cultural activities.

Network of Iraq for Children Rights, look forward to :
· Unifying and raising the legal age of criminal liability for juveniles, provided that a child is only asked penally for 13 years according to international standards in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region.
· Separation of children from their families, accompanied by detainees in corrections, by providing a safe and dedicated place (shelters) for children who enjoy all their rights as children in society.
· Provide adequate centers for children (accompanied by detainees) with quality services commensurate with the enjoyment of their rights without discrimination with other children.

· On the recommendation of articles 2 and 5 concerning the situation of migrants, refugees, internally displaced persons and stateless persons
However, Network of Iraq for Children Rights the observed the following:

· Continuity of the problem of identity document of children (unknown parentage) born from a father or mother (ISIS), and there is no legal solution to this problem for this moment. This situation is inconsistent with the most important rights of the child and is the right to enjoy identity here. As a result of the ISIL war, as well as out-of-court marriages, 45 thousand children do not have the right to exercise their rights as citizens. 2 
· Iraq continues to face the problem of births from parents (who were organizers of ISIS their mothers are Yazidi survivors, since by law the child must be registered (Muslim) While the mother is Yazidi, there will be major problems in matters such as inheritance and personal status issues, where the father is considered anonymous, while the other legal treatment considers the child a "bastard" and here the mothers of the born children object and thus the problem remains unresolved.

Network of Iraq for Children Rights, look forward to:
· The legislation of the Law (unknown parentage) should be expedited to establish the proportions of children born from a father or mother (ISIS) or because of an extrajudicial marriage or a "bastard".
· The need to expedite the processing of births from Iraqi Yazidi mothers and fathers who joined ISIS. The organizations of the Iraqi Network for Children's Rights have monitored the existence of births with many of Yazidi mothers and their parents as members of the ISIS, as there is no treatment in favor of the child and his mother in Iraqi laws.

· On recommendation 13 on, information on targeted measures taken to combat structural racial discrimination and marginalization faced by Roma and people of African descent and to ensure their full and equal enjoyment of all human rights.
However, the network's organizations observed the following:
· Children of Roma and Afro-descendants do not have formal paper, face discrimination and have no right to education.
· Children of Roma and Afro-descendants face discrimination and bullying based on color and ethnicity in Iraqi society.
Network of Iraq for Children Rights, look forward to:
· Legislation establishing the descent and identity of Roma and Afro-descendant children.
· Developing mechanisms, legislation and policies that do not discriminate by the Iraqi State in respect of Roma children and Afro-descendants.
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