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Background

Public Organization of Bulgarians of Taraclia city – is non-governamental organization which was created by people of Bulgarian origin from Taracia city. The aim of the organization is to preserve, share and enjoy Bulgarian culture in community. Contact email: obg.taraclia@mail.bg. 

Youth Group of Interethnic Solidarity – is an informal platform for young activists belonging to ethnic and linguistic minorities established in October 2016 in Chisinau with the support of the UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights to Moldova.  The group consists of more than 10 human rights defenders of Gagauzian, Bulgarian, Roma, Ukrainian, and Azerbaijan nationalities, as well as persons with mixed identity.   

The goal of the group is to set up the interethnic dialogue in the Republic of Moldova by using minority rights protection national and international mechanisms, as well as by conducting awareness and educational campaigns.  To achieve its goals, the group has already organized a number of activities, including the First Youth Forum of Minorities of the Republic of Moldova on 21 February 2017 in Chisinau. 

Taraclia District is a territorial-administrative unit of the Republic of Moldova. Taraclia town is considered an administrative center.  The district consists of 26 localities and two towns. Most population (67%) are ethnic Bulgarians. Taraclia District is the only district of modern Moldova where the non-Moldovan population prevails.  Representatives of other nations are also residing in Taraclia.

Key areas of concern

a. Assimilation policy 

Besides the obligation of the State foreseen in Art. 1 of the Convention, the Bulgarian community of the Republic of Moldova is concerned because of the attempts of the authorities to limit the participation of Bulgarians in public and cultural life, as well as to limit their aspiration to promote Bulgarian culture in the Republic of Moldova. For instance, the Government of the Republic of Moldova has announced the territorial administrative reform in the near future. The development process of the reform is not transparent; the minorities are not involved in this process. 

But there are real concerns that Taraclia District, which is informally considered the Bulgarian Hub of Moldova, will be liquidated and attached to Cahul District, which is mainly populated by the ethnic majority, as a result of the territorial administrative reform. Taraclia Court has been already transferred to Cahul city. The Public Health Laboratory and Road Department are also transferred to Cahul. Tax Service is next.  All these will create situations when the residents of Taraclia District would be facing difficulties in using public services in Cahul because of insufficient knowledge of the official language, while they could speak Russian or Bulgarian language with the public officials of Taraclia.  

Hence, the process of intensive assimilation of Bulgarians is inevitable.  It already happens within the ongoing assimilation, because the authorities tend to associate the Bulgarians from Taraclia with other nations residing in the South of the country – Gagauzians. 

b. Mainstreaming minority issues in education system 
It should be emphasized that despite the obligation of the State, in accordance with article 7 of the Convention, the history manuals are missing information about the history of Bulgarians in Moldova and their contribution to State’s development.  Moreover, the authorities refused to finance a kindergarten in Bulgarian language in Taraclia District.  All kindergartens are Russian-based at the moment. 

We are concerned that article 5 of the Convention on the right to education and professional training is not observed fully and leads to segregation of Bulgarians from Taraclia District. This happens due to lack of access to quality education in official language: the adult population of the district has no possibility to study for free the official language; there is only one Romanian-based school in the district. The quality of Romanian language teaching in schools is very poor, which decreases the opportunities of the young people to enroll into the capital’s universities into the groups teaching in Romanian, while the number of seats in the Russian groups is decreasing annually. 

The right to work is violated alongside with the right to education. For instance, in 2016 the Ministry of Education has begun the contest for the positions of Director of kindergartens and Principal in schools only in Romanian language. As a result, many teachers from national minorities could not pass the tests in Taraclia District; nobody passed the tests in kindergartens. There are cases when teachers of Romanian language win the contests only because they speak it better than the rest. 



c. Hate speech 
In conclusion, we would like to inform the Committee that despite the provisions of Art.4 of the Convention, some Members of Parliament called the Bulgarians ‘separatists’ because they are asking not to be deprived of the opportunity to develop the Bulgarian culture and heritage within Taraclia District.  No one politician was fined after such accusations. The same rhetoric in regard to Bulgarians of Taraclia is promoted in mainstream TV media.  

Recommendations:

a. take into account the interests of minorities during reform development and implementation, including any potential territorial-administrative reforms, as well as election system reform. Invite the minorities to participate in the development of reforms road maps;

b. guarantee the extistance of Taraclia district and do not liquidate it due to administrative-territorial reform;


c. mainstream minority culture and history in school curricula by inserting in history textbooks chapters on minority history;

d. eliminate discriminatory provisions while hiring directors of schools and kindergartens;

e. give to the Taraclia district status of “National-cultural district” and thus to recognize its role in preserving ethnic diversity in the Republic of Moldova. 

f. Take measures to ensure access to qualitative education in Bulgarian language in kindergartens and schools.  





