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Preface: 

Despite Qatar's ratification to the CAT - Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in 11 January 2000, and its submission for three periodic reports responding to the list of issues prior to reporting (LoIPR), MAAT for Peace, Development and Human Rights received statements from Qatari activists and concerned parties in human rights stating that the legislative framework and actual practices continue to show concerns on the Qatari government and law enforcement agencies' practice of torture on a wide scale.

Qatar used to use its media portals and excessive financial surpluses in consolidating for a different image for reality concerning its commitment to human rights issues, where Qatar spends large amounts of money to influence the media trends so that they would always focus on human rights conditions in the neighboring countries without addressing same issues in Qatar itself.

This short report documents Qatar's most significant violations to the CAT during the past period, taking into consideration the fact that Qatar puts strict restrictions on human rights originations and activists work inside the country, imposing very secretive shield on its violations.

 Poor Legal Context and Impunity
The Qatari Penal Code in art. 159 stipulates "A penalty for a period not exceeding five years shall apply to any public officer who uses torture, force or menace with an accused, a witness or an expert or orders such measures to cause him to confess a crime, make statements or disclose information in this respect or to hide any said issues.

If the act of the officer results in a permanent wound of the victim, the penalty of the perpetrator shall be imprisonment for a period not exceeding ten years."

The article makes it permissible for the judge to give a maximum penalty, which opens the door before minimizing the penalty to its minimum, the historic precedents indicate that no Qatari official was prosecuted for torture, despite the numerous testimonies of 
torture in the Qatari detention and prisons.

Despite the article addresses torture from a wide perspective, as any act resulting in severe pain of suffering, physically or morally, purposely committed against somebody, the same article excludes pain and suffering resulting from legal penalties or linked to them or an accidental result due to them, opening the door widely for violations to prisoners' rights facing legal penalties regarding the body safety and the right not to be tortured.

The incident of enforcing a Philippine citizen to confession under torture

The incident comes in the context of poor treatment to foreign workers in Qatar, years ago, the Philippine citizen, Ronaldo Lopez Ulub was arrested against accusations linked to spying, in 2014, he was sentenced for 15 years upon convictions of spying accusations, the court decision based on a confession written in Arabic, a language the defendant didn’t speak, his claims that he was forced to sign the confession by police officers were not investigated, during his imprisonment, his right to contact his family continued to be violated.

Ronaldo Ulub
, worked as a civil worker at the Qatari Air Force, he was detained by the Qatari authorities from his house in Doha in front of his three children, his eldest daughter
, 12 at the time of arrest, stated that the police forces took their savings from the house safe, adding that her mother was in the Philippines with her other two siblings at the time of her father's arrest.

His torture: according to Amnesty International, Ronaldo since his arrest suffered from periodic torture in several physical and psychological forms, during the first months of his arrest, he was stripped of his clothes and forced to crawl naked until his knees torn apart, after his arrest, he spent four years in solitary confinement, he was deprived from sleeping for long periods, and he was falsely informed that his family died.

The CAT in its 2015 report demanded the Qatari government to provide some information on the practices against Ronaldo, including the following:

· Detailed information on the trial of Mr. Ronaldo, detailed explanation for the compatibility of the trial proceedings and appeal proceedings to the international rules and standards, especially fair trials and due legal proceedings guarantees in the Universal Declaration for Human Rights and the Arab Charter for Human Rights.

· Explanation for the reasons behind the solitary detention of Mr. Lopez Ulub and the long term of the detention exceeding four years.

· Presentation of details, results of investigations, judicial inquiries or other inquiries conducted in relation to the claims of torture and mistreatment, in case that no inquiries were made, or they were indecisive, the reasons have to be explained.

The Qatari authorities' response to the statement of arrest reasons represented in committing the felony of communication with a foreign country and disclosure of the state secrets, harming the state's military and economic situation, along with ignoring the response to the torture claims and inaccuracy of the confessions attributed to Ronaldo.

It is worth mentioning that Ronaldo was not the sole violated accused in this case, two other Philippines whom their names weren’t declared were involved in the same case, no information were disclosed about them except that the first was working in Qatar Petroleum Company and was sentenced to death, the sentence was commuted.

The torture of Qatari upon their coming back from pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia:

In September 2017, we received statements on the torture of a Qatari citizen upon his coming back form a pilgrimage trip to Saudi Arabia, along with forcing him to videotape an offensive video to the Saudi Arabia, Mr. Hamad Abdelhadi Aldabab AlkahlaElmeri was arrested and tortured, upon entering Qatar coming from Saudi Arabia, in a brutal way in front of his wife and children, he was assaulted on the backdrop of the tension between Qatar and some Arab states including Qatar.

The reason behind the arrest was his statement to the Saudi media including complimenting the services offered to the pilgrims, leading to Qatar's enforcement to the pilgrim to tape a video under torture, claiming that he was tortured by the Saudi Arabia.

Mr. Hamad was released on the 17th of September 2017, Mr. Gaber Elmeri (brother of the victim), stated that his brother was put under pressures of losing his job to come out to the media and deny being tortured and enforced to make the confessions in fear of the Qatari authorities.

Recommendations:

1. Amendment of the Qatari Penal Code to guarantee the lack of impunity;

2. Allowing civil society organizations (Qatari and international), to visit prisons and places of detention to investigate the application of the law texts, especially that under the repetition of torture complaints, no Qatari official has been held accountable, and the punitive text haven’t been used before, knowing that torture incidents are never documented;

3. Submitting the information requested by the Committee Against Torture on the Philippine citizen Ronaldo Lopez Olib;

4. Eliminating the pressures put on the Qatari citizen Hamad Abdelhadi Aldabab Alkahla Almeri and allowing independent CSOs to listen to his complaint.
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