CRPD Review – Constructive Dialogue on 11 March
OPENING REMARKS HoD Ambassador Lotte Knudsen

President, 
Honourable members of the Committee,
It is a great honour to address you briefly today to introduce the European Union’s delegation for the Constructive Dialogue with the Committee. 
On the podium today, the following high-level representatives of the European Commission:
0. Ms. Ana Carla PEREIRA
Director for Equality and Non-Discrimination, Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers

0. Ms. Géraldine DUFORT
Head of the Diversity and Inclusion Office, Directorate-General for Human Resources

0. Ms. Lucie DAVOINE
Acting Head of the Disability Unit in DG JUST

0. Mr. Plamen KOLEV
Team leader in that same Unit 

Coming from the EU headquarters in Brussels, they will be at your disposal to conduct the in-depth dialogue and reply to all your questions based on their specific deep expertise and their daily involvement with advancing and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities in line with the CRPD [UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities]. 
I am also glad to recognize the EU framework members - the European Parliament, the European Ombudsman, the Fundamental Rights Agency and the European Disability Forum as well as the additional participants from the EU Member States here in the room or following online.
In closing allow me to wish you excellent deliberations!

Many thanks, M. President.
