							Lima, February 23, 2015.

Dear
Committee for the Rights of Children of the United Nations
United Nations

Please receive a warm welcome from the Gavel Foundation.  Our organization works for the promotion and defense of the human rights of children and adolescents in Peru, particularly in the fight against bullying.
This letter aims to allow Peruvian civil society to communicate with the Committee for Children’s Rights of the United Nations about the predicament of children’s rights in Peru as well as their access to justice.  In that respect, we feel obliged to outline the following:

The state of bullying in Peru:
Unfortunately, the spiral of violence in Peruvian schools has been rising, both in private and public schools.  This bullying and intimidation phenomenon in schools has generated profound pain, and has cast a shadow over the future of our school system.
Increasingly, more household parents and society at large have been making their protest voices heard with energy and they ask that public authorities take remedial action to prevent the prevalence of bullying.  The public clamor asks that the Ley de Convivencia (Law of Coexistence), which was promulgated three years ago, be implemented and enforced in practice.
Statistical studies show that television programming that contains a lot of violence (called trash TV) as well as the use of social networks from an early age, generate more victims of social violence, school bullying, physical aggression, and racial discrimination based on stereotyping.  Faced with such a crisis, the Peruvian state has remained passive in the enforcement of existing legislation so that school environments are free of such behaviors.
A sensible involvement on the part of public authorities in this problematique promotes a society more conducive to learning and building social capital.  In cases of developed nations, such as France, there is a clear tendency to criminalize aggressive behaviors, as can be seen in its penal code.  France has programs to detect criminal modes of conduct, so as to prevent them at an early age.
It is important to pose a central question, as to what is more pertinent:  a program against bullying?  Or a program for peaceful coexistence?
Our education must be oriented towards the building of shared values.  The Law of Coexistence is a long term project that is geared in the right direction.  However, the drafting and elaboration of an anti-bullying project is of utmost importance given that the existing legislation can improve the general student atmosphere, but does little to eradicate the damage caused by bullying.   By contrast, both programs (Law of Coexistence and an anti-bullying law) working together could counteract abusive behavior more directly, especially if that goes hand in hand with other tools geared towards the mediation and resolution of school conflicts.
Advances made in Peru

1. SUPREME DECREE 010-2012-ED signed on june 2 2012 which via Law 29719 named Anti-Bullying promotes the coexistence without violence in school institutions.  Such a norm has the objective to establish mechanism for the diagnosis, prevention, avoidance, punishment and eradication of violence, abuse, and intimidation, as well as any act considered abusive among students of school institutions.
2. From September 2013 onwards the ministry of Education has been promoting a National Strategy against School Violence, which also is called SCHOOL PEACE, and is associated with the vision SCHOOL CHILDREN COEXIST AND LEARN HAPPILY aligned with the National Education Project 2021.
3. Drafting of the Specialized System against School Violence where cases are reported in a direct or indirect way about school abuse
4. We will be hosting the VI World Congress about School Violence and Public Policies with the aim of clarifying concepts, improving research, and professional practices in order to reduce violence in schools.

What Remains to be done:
1. The active implementation of the Law of Coexistence without Violence in public institutions as well as forcing the relevant agencies to enforce that law.
2. The coordination with all public and private centers as well as regional governments the enforcement of the rules and norms.
3. The promotion of national and international cooperation among civil organization in terms of their technical know-how and financial capital for anti-bullying projects
4. To elaborate campaigns and activities in schools so as to make students acquire consciousness and sensibility concerning the consequences of bullying, through activities such as art, music and sport
5. Promote research that contributes to the development of anti-bullying programs
6. Monitor the enforcement of the law in schools where the presence of psychologists is required.
7.   To elaborate capacity-building programs among students, teachers and parents around issues related to bullying
8. Develop certificates in all school centers where capacity programs to address bullying have been conducted
9. Reactivate the Directorate of Education Tutoring in all public and private schools
10. Fine tune programs that deal with reporting of school abuse 
11. To promote a nationwide formal agreement of capacity building with the Ministry of Education, to be targeted to teachers with the aim of endowing them with the specialized information required to address abuse in schools
12. To adapt the way education is imparted to social changes, establishing new schemes of collaboration in which families participate actively.
13. To improve the quality of the link between teachers and students, via the betterment of the educator’s image as a role model, and to help kids so that the develop academic projects that involve integration and cooperation
14. To prevent intolerance, sexism and xenophobia.  To safeguard ethnic minorities and maladjusted children.
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