We would like to inform the Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination that Pakistan has failed to address the concerns and follow the recommendations raised in its previous report submitted on October 3, 2016. The response of Pakistan to concerns raised submitted on 10 February 2022 does not corresponds to the facts on the ground.

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION OF PASHTUN ETHNIC MINORITY CONTINUE UN-ABATED:
Racism, racial discriminating and the violation of the rights of ethnic minorities in Pakistan is on rise where Racial profiling of Pashtuns has become a norm.
Pashto language has been removed from educational curriculum of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. It is prohibited to speak Pashto in government offices and institutions.
Pashtuns are seen as suspects due their ethnicity and physical appearance   and have been legally categorised as ‘fanatics and terrorists which resulted in state oppression and harassment in a systematic manner

In 2017 Punjab police issued  instruction to ordinary public to keep an eye on Pashtun/Afghan street vendors. Hotels were instructed  not to rent out rooms to those who look like Pashtuns. The property owners in Punjab Province of Pakistan were instructed not to rent houses to Pashtuns/Afghans. Nadra  blocked or refused to renew Identity cards of 100,000 ethnic Pashtuns. HRCP has condemned this systematic racial profiling of Pashtun community in Pakistan.

The extra-judicial killing of a Pashtun, an  aspiring model in February 2018 is one of extreme examples of racial discrimination and profiling. Rao Anwar, a Police officer responsible for the killing of 444 ethnic Pashtuns including him in fake encounters in Karachi district of Sindh Province was not made accountable, treated like a hero by the central government and finally acquitted by the compromised courts of Pakistan despite strong evidence.

Instead of resolving the grievances of Pashtuns ethnic minority in Pakistan, the state of Pakistan harassed, intimidated and tortured those Human Rights Defenders who raised their voice for the protection of the rights of ethnic minorities. The most glaring example of  this practice is the blocking of  the Identity card  of  head of Pashtun Protection Movement( a social and political movement raising voice for justice to Pashtun ethnic minority in Pakistan); put him on Exit-Control List. In violation of the constitution of Pakistan, he was barred from entering  Bajaur, Mohmand & Orakzai agency in KPK, Kashmir & Gilgit Baltistan and Balochistan within Pakistan. 
On December 4, 2023 he was  illegally arrested by joint ISI-Police team in Chaman district of  Balochistan and was kept in custody incommunicado in  different detention centers under colonial era 3MPO. 
We have received very disturbing reports that while in  police custody for more than three months he was tortured mentally and physically by keeping him awake for long hours. He was kept in small lock-up reserved for terrorists and prisoners serving death sentence. The lock-up was open from two sides with strong winds in extreme winter conditions having nothing to cover-up. He was beaten up with fists and legs and pulled his hairs.  He was being held in poor, unhealthy and un-hygienic conditions with overcrowding and noise around his lock-up, inhumane physical inspections, and food lacking in nutrients. He was constantly threatened by the personals of Military Secret Services while in custody. The 3 other Human Rights defenders and members of PTM were also kept in custody incommunicado and tortured for 7 months.
Pakistan which is a signatory to the UN Convention against Torture (signed the convention on April 17, 2008 and ratified on June 3, 2010), to find the culprits and punish them. We would like turn your Excellency’s attention towards the Enforced Disappearance of renowned Human Rights Defender and  leader of Pashtun Protection Movement (PTM)  by ISI and Police personals immediately after his release on bail on January 4, 2024 from Adyala Prison in Rawalpindi city of Pakistan.

It is to be noted that in a reply to a Writ-Petition in the Islamabad High Court of Pakistan, the Ministry of Interior confirmed in a written statement that he was not needed by Police in any case in the Punjab Province. Despite this official statement by Ministry of Interior of Pakistan, the abduction and Enforced Disappearance of Manzoor Pashteen is in clear violation of the basic fundamental rights as guaranteed by the constitution of Pakistan, International Law and UN Charter.


On December 4, 2023 an abortive assassination attempt was made on him  when Pakistan Army fired straight bullets on his car  near Chaman Press Club. He was arrested illegally on the same day by joint ISI-Police operation in Chaman district of  Balochistan to bar him from participating in a sit-in organized by Baloch Women Human Rights Defenders at Turbat District of Balochistan against gross Human Rights violations committed by Pakistan Army particularly Enforced Disappearances, arbitrary detentions, extra Judicial Killings and Torture.

Earlier,  on May 2, 2019, in a letter to High Commissioner for Human Rights we informed United Nations about threats hurled at PTM leader by  Pakistani Military and its intelligence agencies since the inception of the  PTM in January 2018.

In February 2019, he was fired at directly by a colonel of Pakistan Army, while  returning from the funeral of another PTM worker (killed by security forces on February 2, 2019) from Loralai district of Balochistan to his village in South Waziristan. Manzoor left the city of Qila Saifullah Balochistan at 12:00h. At around 12:30h  a colonel of Pakistan Army fired on his (Manzoor Pashteen) car and threatened  to kill him. During all his  journey back home, he was threatened with pointed guns on several occasions by the security forces.

Based on past record, We fear that the all-powerful military in Pakistan which has imposed an un-declared Martial-law in the country with full control over all important institutions like Judiciary, executive and media; can harm Pashtun nation and its leadership in frustration.

On December 18, 2018 Ministry of Interior put him on Exit-Control-List (ECL-travel ban out-side the country). He was also banned from entering Sindh on December 07 2018  & then Baluchistan. There are constant physical and verbal threats to him by Pakistan Army and its notorious secret services that they will isolate him from Pashtun nation and then kill him.


He is considered to be a hero of millions of Pashtuns has not violated any law of the country. He demand a peaceful and dignified life for his fellow Pashtuns. We strongly believe that Human rights defenders like him and civil society should be able to express their opinion freely and dissent without fear of reprisal. Pakistan is a signatory to the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), having ratified the document on 23rd June, 2010.  Article 19 of the ICCPR provides explicitly that everyone shall have the freedom of expression, however this idea is only paid lip service to in Pakistan



The systematic racial discrimination and violation of the basic fundamental rights of Pashtun ethnic minority in Pakistan with complete disregard for rule of law continue even now un-abated and  has turned them into second class citizens. Pashtuns have been profiled as terrorists which gives Pakistan a license to kill.

Pakistani military secret services and Counter Terrorism department are abducting and disappearing school going children as young as 11 years old in Khyber Agency, Pakhtunkhwa. We have received 12 Cases of children forcibly disappeared without due process of law.

Three prominent activists of PASHTUN PROTECTION MOVEMENT, who were forcibly disappeared On May 31, 2023, were subject to extreme torture in custody by Pakistan Army because Pashtuns.

On September 6, 2023, four Pashtun Children and one Woman were killed by Pakistan Army’s indiscriminate Mortar Shelling  in Shaktoi area of  South Waziristan.
On December 14, 2023, eight women were injured in South Waziristan by indiscriminate firing by Pakistan Army. These women were rescued by locals rather than the government.

On February 10, 2024, former Member of Parliament along with 14 of his party members injured and 4 others killed when Pakistani Military fired straight bullets on them. He was protesting peacefully against election rigging in his constituency.
On August 18, 2023 PTM held a protest in Islamabad urging Supreme Court of Pakistan to protect the basic fundamental rights of Pashtun Ethnic Minority particularly their right to live otherwise they will be forced to demand their right to Self-Determination. Immediately after the Rally, PTM offices in Islamabad were ran-sacked by police to arrest PTM leader but in vain. From that moment till December 4, 2023 Manzoor Pashteen was in hiding and could not come out in Public due to brutal crack-down on PTM activists in every nook and corner of Pakistan.


ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES :

The persistence of enforced disappearances of Pashtun Ethnic Minority , despite interventions by Supreme Court of Pakistan is troubling and demand urgent attention of United Nations. On January 01, 2024, a three member Bench of Supreme Court Of Pakistan heard the petitioners and ordered Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances (COIED) to submit a detailed report of Missing persons in Pakistan.
 It is to be noted that Pakistan’s Federal Government constituted the COIED in March 2011, with a mandate, among other things, to trace the whereabouts of allegedly enforced disappeared persons and fix responsibility on individuals or organizations responsible. This Commission failed to hold even a single perpetrator of enforced disappearance responsible in its 12 years of existence. Which means that the Commission does not comply with legal and International Standards.
COIED in reply to Supreme court order,  reported 10078 Cases of Enforced Disappearances in Pakistan. Out of 10078 cases presented to Supreme Court of Pakistan by Commission; 3,485 cases of Enforced disappearances were reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, as compared to 2752 cases in Balochistan which means that the number of Pashtun Missing Persons is highest in Pakistan. It’s really ironic and disturbing that despite being abused and violated more than any ethnic minority in Pakistan, the so-called Human Rights defenders in Pakistan like Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), chairperson of Defense of Human Rights Pakistan never raised the issue of Enforced Disappearances of Pashtun Ethnic Minority in Pakistan.

Though, the families of the Missing Persons expect  a verdict in their favor, realistic observers are skeptical that the weak and compromised Judiciary under pressure from powerful Military will be able to give justice to the victims.
However, the seriousness of the State of Pakistan to resolve this issue can be gauged from the fact that even the Bill on Missing Persons (though controversial and lacked international standards) presented by former Minister for Human Rights  went missing when sent to the office of Chairman Senate of Pakistan. Just like the Missing Persons even the Bill was disappeared by the military secret services of Pakistan. Missing for over 2 years, the Bill has to be still recovered.

Last year in 2023,  an alarming  increase in Enforced disappearances  in former-FATA now merged with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was recorded as 21 documented cases of Enforced Disappearances were submitted under special procedures to Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances by IRESK. Compared to 9 in  2022, which shows that  number of documented cases of Enforced Disappearances have increased two-fold  in 2023. It is to be informed that the real un-documented cases are far more higher than the statistics presented here in this statement.
IRESK submitted 9 Enforced disappearances under special procedures to Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances in the year 2022 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan.

It is really alarming to note that  in 2023 the confirmed documented cases of Enforeced Disappearances have increased manyfold as the number has risen to 21 submitted by IRESK under special procedures to Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances.
Even the year 2024 started with disturbing increase in Confirmed cases of Enforced Disappearances which have not yet been submitted under special Procedures to Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID).

These cases of Enforced disappearances do not include the PTM Leader Manzoor Ahmad Pashteen who was abducted by ISI and Police personals immediately after his release on bail on January 4, 2024 from Adyala Prison in Rawalpindi city of Pakistan. Gilaman Wazir, Eid ur Rehman and Zakim Wazir, prominent Human rights Activists and leaders of Pashtun Protection Movement PTM were forcibly disappeared by Pakistani Military for 8 months before being formally handed over to local police which  arrested them once again under colonial era law named  3MPO (Maintenance of Public Order) and were presented to courts after 7 months in military custody without any charge. The courts did not make accountable the personals of Pakistan Army for their illegal and arbitrary detention of these activists.




EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES OF PASHTUN ETHNIC MINORITY: 
Pakistan continue to exploit illegally the natural and mineral resources of Pashtun ethnic minority. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) is energy surplus Province but still suffers from hours of loadshedding on daily basis. KPK produce the cheapest hydel electricity of 5700 MW while its consumption needs are about 1500 MW. The cost of this hydel electricity is 1.25 Pakistani Ruppees per unit but the same electricity is re-sold to Pashtuns on 19 Ruppees per unit. In clear violation of the constitution of Pakistan, Even the Royalty of Electricity produced in KPK is not given to Pashtuns.

KPK provides more than half of the oil produced in Pakistan but the oil Refineries are established in Punjab, which deprive the Pashtuns of thousands of jobs and revenue.

Similary, no royalty is given to Pashtuns for Uranium produced in Karak and Lakki Marwat Areas of KPK But when it comes to treating the cancer patients caused by radioactivity, they are neither treated nor compensated by central government.

The vast natural resouces and forests of Pashtunistan are not exploited for the benifits of locals because the central government controlled by Punjabi elite does not want Pashtuns areas to be developed.. The result of these anti-Pashtun policies have dire consequences for our social, economic, political and demographic conditions. With no industry, jobs and perspective in our  own land, more then 10 million Pashtuns are forced to migrate to other countries to earn their livelihood.

We request your good offices to take up the matter of Enforced Disappearances with the state of Pakistan to make those responsible, accountable and punish accordingly.

WOMEN RIGHTS:

Under Vienna Declaration and plan of action, women rights occupy an important place but the rights of women are violated with impunity in Pakistan. Pakistan is involved in extreme and systematic discrimination against women and girls. There is an entrenched system of sexual apartheid practiced in Pakistan. Women rights defenders who raise voice against this discrimination and sexual apartheid are systematically harassed & tortured by both the state and religious elements in Pakistan. 

We are concerned about the arbitrary detentions, harassment, humiliation and torture of hundreds of women  of a main-stream political party (Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf) in Pakistan. We have received reports of mishandling, physical and mental torture of women who are punished for their political views, freedom of expression and their right to peaceful assembly. We are concerned about these political workers and Human rights defenders facing intimidation, harassment, arbitrary detention and torture in custody. On June 01, 2023 mother of a well known critique of Pakistani Military; a retired major based in London was abducted and disappeared by ISI for several days while on her way to  airport to leave Pakistan. Torture and humiliation of women is used as weapon in Pakistan to force political workers to change their affiliations and restrict their freedom of expression

AFGHAN REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN DEPORTED:
The harassments, inhuman and degrading treatment, arbitrary detention and torture of Afghan refugees in Pakistan continue with impunity where law enforcement agencies have unleashed a rein of terror on legal Afghan refugees.
It is to be noted that  Pakistan  is forcibly returning thousands of Afghan nationals to Afghanistan where they can face human rights abuses, torture and death. We would like to turn your attention to Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights  which states “ everyone has the right to seek and enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution”. 
We consider statements of the Prime Minister and Interior Minister of Pakistan to deport more than 1.7 Million Afghan Refugees on November 01, 2023 as reckless and irresponsible.
Following the government notification on foreigners, Capital Development Authority (CDA)  demolished several Afghan private and commercial properties in Islamabad despite the fact that majority of  residents were having POR Cards and residing there legally.
Hundreds of private and Commercial properties of Afghans are demolished in Bord Bazar of Peshawar in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa which resulted in colossal financial losses to the innocent Afghans who have established businesses in these areas in the last 4 decades.
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan in its press release on October 18, 2023 called on the government of Pakistan to immediately withdraw its decision to  deport undocumented Afghan Refugees on November 1, 2023 as it violates the International Law. 
The press release of 14 independent UN Experts and Rapporteurs on December 6 , 2023 points towards a very alarming situation where women and children can face exploitation and sexual abuse and trafficked and re-trafficked. 
Persons belonging to ethnic minorities are particularly at risk of persecution on return.


All these Afghan nationals who could not pay bribes as demanded by local Police were later on deported to Afghanistan putting their live in danger. On July 24, 2022, 57 Afghan nationals were tortured and arbitrarily detained by Karachi Police in Singh Province of Pakistan are still languishing in prison in inhuman conditions.

Pashtun Protection Movement (PTM) organized protests in all major European Union Countries and even in front of the United Nations Human Rights Council at Geneva, Switzerland to condemn this in-human decision of Pakistan. Thousands of Pashtun-Afghans are holding a protest sit-in at CHAMAN in Balochistan  against the decision of Pakistan to deport Afghan civilians.

Keeping in view the deteriorating humanitarian and security situation in Afghanistan we Urge UN to halt the deportation of Afghan nationals from Pakistan to Afghanistan where they will be in grave danger of being humiliated, tortured or killed. Article 3 of the convention against torture, and other cruel and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment clearly states that no person should be extradited to a country where he can be subjected to abuse and torture.

ACTION IN AID OF CIVIL POWER A CONTROVERSIAL ORDINANCE WHICH VIOLATES INTERANTIONAL LAW:
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, In their communication to government of Pakistan expressed its concerns on a controversial ordinance named the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Actions (In Aid of Civil Power) Ordinance 2019, issued by the provincial governor on 5 August 2019, which assigns wide-ranging powers to the armed forces.
The experts said that, 
The Ordinance assigns wide-ranging powers to the armed forces “to carry out actions in aid of civil power” and authorizes the requisition, mobilization or stationing of armed forces in the province. 
Chapter II states that the armed forces may be requisitioned by the Provincial Government and the Federal Government to “carry out actions in aid of civil power”, including “actual fighting, military engagement, hostilities or combat of the Armed Forces”, and shall continue to undertake these actions unless specifically reviewed or withdrawn by the written order of the Federal Government. 
Chapter III enables the armed forces to, inter alia, use force, arms and ammunitions, including but not limited to firearms, weapons and air power, to “achieve the objectives during any armed action” and to take “any action, measures, decision that is necessary in this regard”. Regarding any abuse or 
misuse of force by members of the armed forces, the Ordinance establishes that this will be investigated solely by the armed forces. 
Chapter IV refers to the powers during actions in aid of civil power, and authorizes the armed foces to enter, search and occupy any property or place on the basis of suspicion, and to “collect information through all means about the credentials of the miscreant”. 
Chapter V refers to “internment” and stipulates that armed forces are entitled to detain any person who “may obstruct actions in aid of civil power in any manner whatosever”, who “may cause a threat to the solidarity, integrity or security of Pakistan”, or who “has committed or is likely to commit” any offence under the Ordinance, among other provisons. The internment may be carried out without charge, against any person in the province, for an indefinte period of time, and without having to appear before a magistrate. The Ordinance does not include any provisions regarding the detainee’s rights to access legal counsel. 
Chapter VII refers to offences and punishments, and establishes that whoever commits an offence under the Ordinance shall be punished with death, imprisonment for life or imprisonment for 10 years. The Ordinance also establishes that all evidence and material collected by the Interment Authority shall be admissible as evidence, and that the statements or depositions made by members of the Armed Forces before the Court shall be sufficient for convicting the accused. 
It is reported that on 17 October 2019, the Peshawar High Court declared the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Action (in Aid of Civil Power) Ordinance 2019, as unconstitutional, and further directed the provincial Inspector General of Police to take control of the detention centers. However, on 25 October, the Supreme Court in Islamabad suspended the order. 
Keeping in mind the unconstitutional nature of Action In Aid of Civil Power which clearly violates International Law, we request Committee to raise this issue with the state of Pakistan. Thousands of Pashtuns have been forcibly disappeared, Extra-judiciallly killed and tortured under this ordinance. So, this black law needs to be repealed.

We requested the United Nations several times,  to take notice of these inhumane and unconstitutional acts of State of Pakistan and stop the daily harassment, intimidation, threats, enforced disappearances, arbitrary-detentions, Extra-Judicial killings  and torture of Pashtun Ethnic minority in Pakistan. 

Pakistan is a member of the UNHRC. Pakistan has in the past accepted the recommendations from several member states to protect the freedom of expression and the rights of those defending human rights. The treatment faced by the PTM and its Pashtun supporters in Pakistan, and the perversion of the legal process to target them calls into question the sincerity of these commitments. We call upon Pakistan to respect the freedoms and rights that are due to these activists under the Pakistani constitution and take to heed their calls for justice and accountability.
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