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Alvaro Baca, sincerely appreciates the Committee’s efforts to review this alternative report and hopes the report will assist the Committee in its evaluation.


I. Follow-up assessment to concluding observations.

A. Follow-up information relating to paragraph 24 of the concluding observations.

1. Indigenous Peoples. 

a) Ratifying the International Labour Organization (ILO) Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No.169). In the report CERD/C/URY/CO/21-23, the Committee encourages the State party to reconsider ratifying this Convention.  

b) In the report CERD/C/URY/24-26, the State party stated: “The Government has looked at how the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169) might be applied, but the definition of indigenous peoples contained in article 1 makes it difficult to see how the Convention could be implemented in present-day Uruguay. However, the Ethnicity and Race Unit of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is studying ways of working with the relevant bodies with a view to applying some of the Convention’s provisions in relation to people of indigenous descent.”

c) The legislative branch on May 03, 2022, introduced a Bill on the ratification of the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169). To date, this bill has not been implemented and continue under discussion in the legislative branch. Although the introduction of this bill is a positive sign, there is still no legislation that has been enacted to protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples within Uruguay. Unfortunately, the prolonged lack of ratification of the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169), continue to depict real challenges much to the detriment of Indigenous Peoples within Uruguay. 

d) Bearing in mind these facts, respectfully recommend: 

· The State party must provide in its next report information updated on the ratification of the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169).

· Look for technical assistance that could assist the parties in examining ways and means of overcoming existing obstacles to the full and effective protection of the rights of Indigenous Peoples, and promote best practice, such Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations of the ILO, and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

· The State party must acknowledge that the application of the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169) cannot be partially. The lack of domestic law never shall affect or diminished in any way rights of Indigenous Peoples within Uruguay.   

· Consider issue invitation in 2024 to the Special Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
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