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Brief historical information
After the Russo-Iranian wars (1804-1813, 1826-1828), Azerbaijan was divided into two parts, and South Azerbaijan remained part of the Gajar state. As a result of the "Gulistan" and "Turkmenchay" treaties, the 140,000 km2 part of Azerbaijan north of the Aras River (including Darband) came under the control of Russia, and the southern part of Azerbaijan came under the control of the Persian Empire (now the Islamic Republic of Iran). Before the "Turkmenchay" treaty, the territory of Azerbaijan was 410 thousand km2. As a result of this treaty, the entire historical lands of Azerbaijan were divided. Thus, according to the treaties of Gulistan1 (1813) and Turkmenchay2 (1828), Azerbaijan was divided between the two empires: North Azerbaijan came under the control of Tsarist Russia, and South Azerbaijan came under the control of Gajar Iran. After the establishment of the administrative system of the empire in the part of Azerbaijan under the control of the Persian Empire (now the Islamic Republic of Iran), the use of the Azerbaijani language (Turkish language) was gradually restricted. The Azerbaijani language in written form did not have any importance at the country level, it was used only in literature. Azerbaijani – Gajar dynasty, and since late XIX century prohibitions against Azerbaijanis to use their mother tongue began to increase.
After the Iranian Constitutional Revolution or the Iranian Bourgeois Revolution of 1905-1911 and the revolution that resulted in the establishment of the parliament in the Gajar state, Azerbaijanis gained the right to partially use their mother tongue. During this period, schools with education in the Azerbaijani (Turkish) language, as well as Azerbaijani press and national organizations were established. After the Iranian Islamic Revolution of 1907, as a result of the struggle of the South Azerbaijanis for their mother tongue, the Persian-Azerbaijani newspaper "Azerbaijan" began to publish articles about different views on national identity. In addition, other Azerbaijani newspapers and magazines were published. 
During this period, Azerbaijani language expanded its functions in oral and written forms and continued to improve its style. For the first time, in 1908, a theater was established in Tabriz City, where plays were performed in the Azerbaijani language. The plays of authors from North Azerbaijan and other countries were staged in Tabriz.
At the end of 1925, a new phase of reforms and modernization began in Iran with the overthrow of the Gajar dynasty and the accession of Reza Khan. However, since then, the right of Azerbaijanis (one of the two main ethnic groups of Iran) to use their mother tongue, their culture, and cultural wealth, began to be restricted.
After Reza Shah and his pro-modernization team completed the centralization of the country and implemented several reforms, they began to implement a national policy based on the above-mentioned ideology of national unity.
It was forbidden to publish, study and speak in public places in the languages of non-Persian peoples, as well as Azerbaijani Turks. Azerbaijanis once again lost the right to partially use their native language and cultural heritage, which they gained for the first time during the colonial period.
On January 6, 1946, the Azerbaijani National Government, a socialist government that operated in South Azerbaijan from December 12, 1945, to December 1946, declared the Azerbaijani language the official state language. According to this decision (consisting of ten articles), the Azerbaijani language was declared the official state language in South Azerbaijan.
In 1946, the South Azerbaijan national movement was ended by the Iranian regime. The policy of destroying the national identity of Azerbaijanis and restricting the right to use their mother tongue was started again.
After the Iranian Islamic Revolution of 1979, the struggle of South Azerbaijanis for their mother tongue began to be decisively stopped. Innovations in the economic, political, and especially cultural spheres created conditions for the expansion of the use of the Persian language. In the provincial centers, state newspapers were published only in the Persian language.
Thus, the self-identification rights of Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks), who are one of the main ethnic groups of Iran, including the right to use their cultural and natural resources, continue to be restricted continuously (except for some short periods) during the period from the Persian Empire to the Islamic Republic.
According to Article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
The Islamic Republic of Iran provided only general information in its periodic report on Article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. In fact, Iran has no positive activity to mention regarding the right of self-determination of the nations living in its territory. Persians have absolute power in Iran. The right to use the mother tongue and natural resources of other nations is limited to the maximum level. A de facto racial segregation policy is implemented against Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks), who make up more than 40% of Iran's population. Although Article 15 of Iran's constitution (which is considered the fundamental law) states: “The official language and script of Iran, the lingua franca of its people, is Persian. Official documents, correspondence, and texts, as well as textbooks, must be in this language and script. However, the use of regional and tribal languages in the press and mass media, as well as for teaching of their literature in schools, is allowed in addition to Persian.1
Article 15 granted the status of the state language only to the Persian language in Iran and gave a special privilege to the Persian language. However, it should be noted that this article contradicts Articles 191 and 202 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Article 19 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran states that “All people of Iran, whatever the ethnic group or tribe to which they belong, enjoy equal rights; and color, race, language, and the like, do not bestow any privilege”. However, in practice, Article 15 of the Constitution is taken as the basis. At the same time, a country with more than half of its population from different nations has only one official language. While there are equal numbers of Persians and Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) living in Iran, the Azerbaijani language (Turkish language) is banned.
[bookmark: _GoBack]From the 1930s, the calls for "one Iran", "one nation", and "one language" and the ideology of "pan-Iranism" became part of the official state policy of Iran, and these ideologies increased even after the 1979 Islamic Revolution. According to the Pan-Iranism policy, Iran is recognized as a Persian state, all the people living in Iran are called the Iranian nation, and the Persian language is used both legally and practically as the single language of Iran. Pan-Iranists forbid the use of other languages in the country, especially Azerbaijani (Turkish). In Iran, those who speak Azerbaijani in government offices, religious organizations, places of worship, and public places are immediately punished, fired, and persecuted. The current Iranian authorities apply the policy of assimilation of ethnic groups in the most brutal ways. Iran officially denies the national identity of Azerbaijanis, who make up more than 40% of its population, by implementing a policy of comprehensive prohibition against the Azerbaijani language. Since then, millions of Azerbaijanis (Turks) living in an area of up to 200,000 square kilometers have been deprived of their rights of nationality, including their cultural rights and the right to use their mother tongue. As a result of this, the Azerbaijanis (Turks) living in Iran became a nation forced to decline more and more socio-economically. South Azerbaijan was divided into provinces (ostans) and is no longer shown on the map as a single region.
In the Islamic Republic of Iran, a population census is conducted periodically, but these data only show the total number of the population. In other words, information about the national and ethnic characteristics of the population is hidden by Iranian officials. During the population census, many Azerbaijanis are pressured to show their ethnicity as Persian (especially Azerbaijanis living in the territory of South Azerbaijan or Tehran, the capital of Iran). This is the result of Iran's brutal assimilation policy. However, according to many information sources, Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) make up more than 40% of the total population of Iran. 
According to the 1997 UN report on ethnic minorities, 37.3% of the total population of Iran are Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks). A similar UN report in 2002 stated that the total population of Iran is 66.4 million, and the number of Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) living in Iran is more than 30 million.
Tehran, the capital of Iran, is one of the cities with the largest number of Azerbaijanis. 10-12 million people live in this city, and at least 40-45% of the city's population are Azerbaijanis. However, there is no school in Tehran offers education in the Azerbaijani (Turkish) language.
However, the Iranian authorities do not cooperate with international organizations on this issue or provide false information to these organizations. In this regard, according to paragraph 79 of the report of the UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran "On the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran", the number of Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) living in Iran is approximately 15 million. Paragraph 79 of the report states that There are an estimated 15 million Azerbaijani Turks, also referred to as Azeris, in the Islamic Republic of Iran, found mostly in West Azerbaijan, East Azerbaijan, Ardabil and Zanjan Provinces. Azerbaijani Turks are the largest ethnic minority in the country, comprising mostly Shi’a Muslims.”[footnoteRef:1]. Of course, the figure that the special rapporteur showed about Azerbaijanis in his report is based on the information admitted by the Iranian authorities. Even so, Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) are the largest ethnic minority in Iran. However, in their official statements, Iranian authorities indirectly admit that 40% of Iran's population is Azerbaijani (Azerbaijani Turk). For example, in 2011, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran (currently the former Minister of Foreign Affairs) stated during his official visit to Turkey that “We speak almost the same language. Forty percent of Iranians speak Turkish. This is a big link between Turkey and Iran”[footnoteRef:2] [1:  https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/222/62/PDF/N1922262.pdf  See paragraph 79]  [2:  https://www.etekyazi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Iran-A-Human-Rights-Report-on-the-Azerbaijani-Turks-in-Iran.pdf  Iran Protests 2022: Human Rights Report on the Azerbaijani Turks in Iran September- October 2022] 

The rights of all ethnic minorities living in the Islamic Republic of Iran are being violated. But except for Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks), other ethnic minorities have the opportunity to use their mother tongue, at least partially. Schools and cultural and religious facilities of ethnic minorities can operate, even if at a limited level. However, Azerbaijanis, who make up 40% of Iran's population, do not even have the right to use their mother tongue in their daily lives, and they do not have schools that offer education in the Azerbaijani (Turkish) language. Despite the establishment of an Azerbaijani language department at the university in Tabriz (the capital of South Azerbaijan), it is not allowed to operate. During the USSR (at that time, North Azerbaijan was part of the USSR), the Iranian authorities "justified" the ban on the Azerbaijani language by the fact that the official language of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic was the Azerbaijani language. According to the official Iranian ideology, the Azerbaijan SSR, which was part of the USSR, was a secular and atheistic state, therefore, the Azerbaijani language was banned in order to prevent the "radical Bolshevik ideology" in Iran. After Azerbaijan became an independent country, Iran's restriction of the Azerbaijani language (Azerbaijani Turkish language) aims to prevent separatism in South Azerbaijan. The Iranian authorities believe that separatism will strengthen if Azerbaijanis living in South Azerbaijan and other areas of Iran identify themselves (i.e. understand the right to self-determination). This is one of the factors underlying the assimilation policy of the official Iranian ideology.
For this reason, there is repression and persecution against Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) fighting for their national identity in Iran.
Amnesty International's report published on August 18, 2018, entitled "Release Azerbaijani Turkic minority rights activists detained for peaceful cultural gatherings"[footnoteRef:3] states that  “Azerbaijani Turks in Iran should be able to peacefully express their views and gather to express them free from harassment, threats, violence and the fear of criminalization. Under international human rights law binding on Iran, their right to freedom of expression includes the right to peacefully advocate for their rights, including to enjoy their own culture and to use their own language. It also includes the right to peacefully advocate for greater autonomy, independence or any other political processes”[footnoteRef:4].  [3:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8889/2018/en/]  [4:    https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8889/2018/en/] 

However, any peaceful protests of Azerbaijani Turks for the use of their native language and cultural identity are faced with threats, harassment, violence, repression, and criminal prosecution in Iran.
Amnesty International's report states that “Thousands of people, including families with children, gathered peacefully on 6 and 7 July 2018 to celebrate an important occasion for Iran’s ethnic Azerbaijani Turkic minority of several million people by chanting songs in the Azerbaijani Turkic language, their mother tongue, among other activities. The gathering takes place during the first weekend of July each year at a historic castle known as Babak Fort, which sits on a mountain top near the city of Kaleybar in East Azerbaijan province.”[footnoteRef:5]. [5:    https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8889/2018/en/] 

This event is organized every year despite all the resistance from the Iranian authorities. However, the Iranian authorities show intolerance to Azerbaijani Turks chanting slogans and singing national songs in their native language. For this reason, events are stopped and activists are arrested. The only reason for this is that Azerbaijanis chant slogans and sing songs in their native language.
After the July 6-7 events, mass persecutions began in Iran and 120 people were arrested, including an activist named Ebrahim Nuri. 
Amnesty International protested the arrest of about 120 people by the Iranian authorities during two different Azerbaijani-Turkish cultural events in July and August 2018. Also, Amnesty International called for the immediate and unconditional release of the arrested people, including the activist Ebrahim Nuri. 
Amnesty International also states in the report that “Any use of force against persons who are in the custody or control of officials and are not posing any threats to officials or detainees is a violation of the absolute prohibition on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (other ill-treatment), with which Iran is obliged to comply as a state party to the ICCPR.”[footnoteRef:6]  [6:      https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8889/2018/en/] 

The report "On the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran" submitted by the UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran on July 18, 2019, to the UN General Assembly, stated: people who shout slogans in the Azerbaijani language at sports competitions are arrested or they are subjected to persecution. Paragraphs 80, 81, 82, and 83 of the report mention that Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) are persecuted because of their slogans in the Azerbaijani language during football matches. Paragraph 80 of the report states that “Based on information received by the Special Rapporteur, there are currently at least 82 Azerbaijani Turks arbitrarily detained in the Islamic Republic of Iran on national security-related charges with sentences of up to six years, including six Azerbaijani Turks held under interrogation. This figure also includes activists and supporters of the East Azerbaijani football club Tiraxtur who were arrested and detained for making pro-Azeri chants during a match between Tiraxtur and Persepolis of Tehran on 2 May 2019 at Sehend stadium in Tebriz”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/222/62/PDF/N1922262.pdf  See paragraph 80] 

Since the death in September of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini while in police custody after allegedly breaking the hijab law, riots and protests started all over Iran. The official authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the Iranian Revolutionary Guards ("SEPAH"), registered as a terrorist organization by the United States, brutally responded to these protests that lasted for several months. The chanting of Azerbaijani slogans in the protests started in the regions where Azerbaijanis live, including in the Tabriz City, angered the Iranian authorities. During the protests, many Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) were arrested, many Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) were killed with weapons, and many Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) were sentenced to death. There were brutal attacks against Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) in the cities of Tabriz and Zanjan. In a peaceful protest organized in Zanjan on September 21, the authorities killed two Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks). One of them is Mehdi Musavi, who was just a 16-year-old boy[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://www.etekyazi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Iran-A-Human-Rights-Report-on-the-Azerbaijani-Turks-in-Iran.pdf] 

In the report "Iran Protests 2022: Human Rights Report on the Azerbaijani Turks in Iran September-October 2022" prepared by Azerbaijani human rights defenders living in foreign countries and holding Iranian citizenship, an incomplete list of Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) killed with weapons in September-October 2022 is presented[footnoteRef:9]. Each of these people was killed for chanting national slogans during peaceful protests. [9:  Iran Protests 2022: Human Rights Report on the Azerbaijani Turks in Iran September- October 2022 https://www.etekyazi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Iran-A-Human-Rights-Report-on-the-Azerbaijani-Turks-in-Iran.pdf] 

Destruction of cultural and natural resources of Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks).
The Iranian state has always implemented a policy of destroying cultural monuments belonging to Azerbaijanis, as well as reconstructing and Persianizing religious monuments. Even outside its borders, Iran destroys cultural monuments belonging to Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) and Persianizes them. For example, Iran was actively involved in the destruction or Persianization of monuments in the territories of Azerbaijan, which was occupied by Armenia for 30 years. Before the liberation of the territories of Azerbaijan, Iran participated in the destruction of Azerbaijani cultural monuments in those territories. Iran has also restored and Persianized several famous religious monuments (mosques)[footnoteRef:10]. In addition, thousands of historical monuments in South Azerbaijan were destroyed and neglected, or they were officially recognized as monuments belonging to the Persian people. Due to the long period of historical relations between the Persian and Azerbaijani peoples, there is a similarity between the monuments of these nations. From this point of view, there is no need to make extensive constructive changes in order to present the monuments belonging to the Azerbaijani people as Persian cultural and religious monuments.  [10:  https://armenpress.am/eng/news/991623.html?fbclid=IwAR3psF0FgGq3HLZEHDqYnBjS_1KQniG8Y1ZBYnhklT3-Z-nEztw30wp1M1g
] 

An example of this is the Goch monuments around Tabriz City. In the 1990s, they destroyed this ancient monument under the pretext that the horns of these monuments were gold. Goch monuments belong to the Turks - it confirmed that ancient Turks lived in these areas. Or they carried out construction works for religious purposes around the Ark fortress and tried to discredit this monument. This means falsifying Ark's history. The destruction of monuments related to Islam - the Blue Mosque, or mosques in other places - is proof of what I said. Maiden Castle is located on top of Tiger Mountain in Mianeh City. The gates of the castle were stolen by foreigners because they were neglected. We can also talk about the castles in Zanjan, Ardabil, and the mounds in other places. Gold diggers destroyed them.[footnoteRef:11]. As a result, they destroyed the Goch monuments (These monuments belong to one of the animals considered totem by the Turks). [11:  https://axar.az/news/gundem/707674.html] 

Destruction of Lake Urmia
The authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran do not prevent the drying up and destruction of Lake Urmia, which has a unique geographical landscape in South Azerbaijan. “Lake Urmia is a saline lake located between East Azerbaijan and West Azerbaijan provinces of Iran. Azerbaijanis live in most of the settlements around the lake. The disaster caused by the drying up of the lake since the end of the 1980s was mainly felt by Azerbaijanis.”[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  https://azlogos.eu/iranda-az%C9%99rbaycanlilara-qarsi-ayriseckilik/
] 

 [image: Lake_urmia_from_space]The local people thought that the drying up of Lake Urmia was due to the lack of interest of the official bodies in this region. Thus, the local people note that the Iranian officials are mainly interested in the dams and bridges built on the rivers flowing into the lake. In 2010-2012, protests began in the region due to the increase in environmental problems. As a result of the construction of dams on the rivers flowing into the lake, both electricity is produced and water is used for irrigation purposes. For this reason, the unique lake has been drying up for 30 years. This causes people living around the lake to move to other areas. Thus, the ancient settlements inhabited by Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) historically and currently are being destroyed. This situation should be considered more as a result of the assimilation policy of the Iranian authorities against Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) than as a result of geographical or man-made processes. By 2014, 50 residential areas of 6.5 million people (mostly Azerbaijani Turks) were uninhabitable and the population had to move to different areas.

Recommendations
-According to the second paragraph of Article 15 of the Iranian Constitution, Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks), who are one of the two main ethnic groups of Iran and live in the historical lands of South Azerbaijan and other regions of Iran, should have the right to compulsory education in their mother tongue from primary education to higher education. Iran must ensure the right of Azerbaijanis to compulsory education in their mother tongue;
-Economic development. The Iranian government discriminates against different regions, and as a result, economic development in South Azerbaijan is prevented. Due to the underdeveloped industry and economy in South Azerbaijan, people migrate from their homeland to non-Turkish regions. This is part of Iran's assimilation policy. The Iranian government should be ended its economic discrimination;
-Azerbaijanis and other ethnic minorities living in Iran should have access to education in their mother tongue; bans on television and radio broadcasts, print and online media in the Azerbaijani (Turkish) language should be ended;
 - The establishment of higher education institutions, conducting scientific research, and the development of literature and art in the native languages of Turks, Kurds, and other peoples living in Iran should be ensured; 
- Persecutions, repressions, and extrajudicial punishments against Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) should be stopped. All political prisoners fighting for the right to national self-identification should be released;
-The ban on the use of Azerbaijani (Turkish) names in public places should be ended. Persecution and extrajudicial punishment of those who speak the Azerbaijani language in public places should be stopped;
- The destruction of cultural and geographical monuments belonging to Azerbaijanis (Azerbaijani Turks) and the Persianization of religious places should be stopped.
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