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		Report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its twenty-first session
1.	The Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its twenty-first session from 3 to 4 February 2022.  Three members of the Working Group attended the session in person (Bandana Rana (Chair), Rhoda Reddock (Vice Chair) and Elgun Safarov) and one member attended the session remotely (Natasha Stott Despoja). Louiza Chalal was unable to attend the session. 
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted the agenda of its twenty-first session.
3.	The Secretariat briefed and updated the Working Group on recent developments in relation to pending inquiry proceedings. The Working Group expressed concern at the limitations it faces in terms of and financial resources as well as at the impact that the COVID-19 has had on its work, which has impeded the full delivery of its mandate under the inquiry procedure and has resulted in a backlog of six inquiry visits envisaged to be undertaken. The Working Group requested that special consideration be given to the reallocation of unspent budget in the event that two States parties would consent to inquiry visits to be undertaken within the same year.
4.	The Working Group discussed ways and means of improving its working methods.  It recommended that the Working Group on working methods explore possible harmonisation and coordination among treaty bodies when contemplating inquiry visits to the same country.  The example was given of one State party, which had given its consent to inquiry visits by three treaty bodies (CED, CEDAW and CRPD).
5.	The Working Group also discussed matters in relation to inquiry submission No. 2021/1;  Inquiries Nos. 2019/1; 2017/3; 2016/1; 2014/3; 2014/2; 2012/1;  2013/1 (South Africa), 2011/4 (Mali), 2011/2 (United Kingdom) and 2011/1 (Canada).
		Action taken at the twenty-first session 
6.	The Working Group was informed that:  
(a)	In relation to submission No. 2021/1, the Secretariat had sent a Note verbale in December 2021 inviting the State party concerned to submit its observations on the information received by the Committee; and that on 1 February 2022, the Permanent Mission had replied that the Government was preparing its observations and would submit them shortly.
7.	The Working Group decided to refer for adoption to the Committee the following recommendations:
(a)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2017/3, that the Committee should designate an additional member to conduct the inquiry;
[bookmark: _GoBack](b)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1: (i) that the Committee should designate an additional member to conduct the inquiry; (ii) that once the Secretariat has received the list of government authorities designated to meet with the designated members, it should assess the information together with the OHCHR Country Office in the State party concerned and start organising online meetings; and (iii) that once the State party concerned has agreed on dates for a visit by the designated members to its territory, the Secretariat should start organising such visit. 
8.	The Working Group decided to hold its twenty-second session from 9 to 10 June 2022 in Geneva.
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