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List of issues in relation to the report submitted by Sri Lanka
under article 29 (1) of the Convention


(CED/C/LKA/Q/1)

Part VI: Measures to protect children against enforced disappearance (art. 25)


1. The State has failed to take the necessary steps to investigate and prosecute those responsible for enforced disappearances of children during the three-decade war in Sri Lanka and during the JVP insurrections.[footnoteRef:1] Recently, during the excavation of human remains at the Chemmani mass graves, among the 42 skeletons discovered, at least three were suspected to be those of children.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:   For example, two children, Priya Sriskantharajah (aged 15) and Vinoth Skriskantharajah (aged 12) along with their mother were abducted in the year 2000. https://www.omct.org/en/resources/urgent-interventions/sri-lanka-arrest-and-disappearance-of-two-children ]  [2:  https://www.sundaytimes.lk/250706/news/chemmani-mass-graves-childrens-skeletons-suspected-among-them-603333.html ] 


2. The state report fails to acknowledge the subjection of children to enforced disappearances in Sri Lanka. There have been mass graves of children discovered but remain unresolved. The Sooriyakanda mass grave is the site where the murdered school children from Embilipitiya Maha Vidyalaya (Embilipitiya High School) killed and buried as part of the counter insurgency during the second JVP uprising in Sri Lanka, are suspected to have been buried at. It was alleged that over 300 bodies were buried in the location. Although the mass grave was located in 1994, a forensic analysis conducted in 1996, the investigation was unsatisfactory and the site remains unresolved.[footnoteRef:3] There have also been mass grave sites discovered in Mannar where the skeletons of 28 children were found and exhumed. However, the exhumation and investigation did not meet international standards including those found  in the Minnesota Protocol.  [3:  http://mobile.lexvo.org/uwn/entity/e/Sooriyakanda%20mass%20grave;jsessionid=node0njg2qlsy4eu10iv9y47viewa27188332.node0 ] 



3. Further, in the rare event when prosecutions have taken place, executive pardons have been used to overturn successful prosecutions of those who have been found responsible for subjecting children to enforced disappearances. For example, Sunil Rathnayake who was convicted of killing eight people including three children whose bodies were exhumed from a well in Mirusuvil, Jaffna in 2000, was pardoned by the then President Gotabhaya Rajapakshe.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa37/2247/2020/en/ ] 

4. The state report also fails to make reference to the number of complaints of children subjected to enforced disappearances and the procedure to return the remains found of children to their families. 

5. Paragraph 175 of the state report states that “children who had been reported to the previous commissions and to the Working Group as missing persons, but were later found as forcibly recruited child soldiers, were rehabilitated and released back to their families.” It fails to take into account allegations of severe abuses including torture and sexual abuses against LTTE detainees in rehabilitation centers.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/10/17/sri-lanka-draft-rehabilitation-law-would-spur-abuse ] 


6. These incidents affirm the lack of genuine political will on the part of successive governments to address the issue of enforced disappearances, especially children and the impunity that prevails. 


7. The State report also fails to acknowledge the issue of child trafficking. During a one year period, between June 2023 and June 2024 alone, the Government of Sri Lanka reportedly identified eight trafficked children, while many cases go unreported.[footnoteRef:6] Thus, for unaccompanied children, to afford protections related to trafficking there should be an effective trafficking assessment conducted which should also center the best interest of children. The legal framework should ensure that such children are not criminalized and that there are adequate childcare facilities where children can lead a life with dignity. [6:  https://www.savethechildren.net/blog/combatting-child-trafficking-sri-lanka ] 


8. The State has also failed to investigate inter-country adoptions that have resulted in enforced disappearances of babies from 1960 to 1980.[footnoteRef:7] According to media reports, “thousands of Sri Lankan babies” were adopted by European parents, and some were sold through “baby farms” with mothers giving up their babies due to coercion and bribery.[footnoteRef:8] The Minister of Women and Child Affairs has issued an Extraordinary Gazette notification limiting the number of adoption orders that may be made by all courts in Sri Lanka for foreign applicants during the calendar year 2025 to 100.[footnoteRef:9] However, no steps have been taken to investigate past adoptions that amount to enforced disappearances.  [7:  https://www.dailymirror.lk/latest-news/Sri-Lanka-permits-100-adoptions-for-foreign-applicants-for-2025/342-301546#:~:text=Colombo%2C%20Feb%2003%20(Daily%20Mirror,calendar%20year%202025%20to%20100.]  [8:  https://www.bbc.com/news/world-56390772 ]  [9:  https://www.dailymirror.lk/latest-news/Sri-Lanka-permits-100-adoptions-for-foreign-applicants-for-2025/342-301546#:~:text=Colombo%2C%20Feb%2003%20(Daily%20Mirror,calendar%20year%202025%20to%20100. ] 

