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This report supplements the report “Greece: 502 Albanian Roma Children Missing Since 1998-2002 - Indifference and Impunity - An Update on the ‘Aghia Varvara’ Case” submitted on 20 April 2012
 by the same and other NGOs. It contains developments in the period elapsed since then and the related question in the UN Human Rights Committee’s List of Issues on Albania.
 Unfortunately Albania had not submitted its replies to that list of issues through 7 July 2013. GHM, MRG-G and SOKADRE will comment on these replies when they become available. This report is submitted to HRC for the review of Albania during its 108th session, on 15 and 16 July 2013.
 
The UN HRC is requested to urge Albania to immediately engage with the Greek authorities so as to promptly create an effective mechanism to investigate these cases in order to establish the whereabouts of the missing children, in cooperation with the Ombudsmen of both countries and relevant civil society organizations, and identify disciplinary and criminal responsibilities of those involved, before the charges become time-barred. Albanian authorities need be reminded that in August 2004 then Albanian Ombudsman Ermir Dobjani asked then Director General of the Police Bajram Ibraj to investigate the case.  
Developments on the 502 missing “Agia Varvara” Albanian Roma children’s rights in 2012-2013
1. On 20 April 2012,
 the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT), Albanian Helsinki Committee (AHC), GHM, MRG-G and SOKADRE jointly submitted “Greece: 502 Albanian Roma Children Missing Since 1998–2002 - Impunity and Indifference - An update on the “Aghia Varvara” case”, a special brief to UN CAT, UN CRC, UN HRC, the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, the Independent Expert on minority issues, and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, regarding the case of the five hundred missing Albanian Roma street children from the “Aghia Varvara” institution. This brief was submitted for consideration in the review of both Greece and Albania, as most of the children were of Albanian origin. The NGOs urged the UN bodies to request Greece and Albania to resume the investigation of this case, and to establish the whereabouts of the children.
2. In May and June 2013, in Geneva GHM formally or informally briefed the above UN bodies. The topic was formally discussed by the UN experts with the Greek and Albanian delegations during those countries’ reviews by CAT and CRC in May and June 2012. This is reflected in official summary records of CAT (the respective summary for CRC is not available at the UN site): 
Albania

8/5/2012
 
15. The Chairperson Mr. Grossman also requested updated information on the fate of over 500 Roma children of Albanian nationality who had disappeared from the Aghia Varvara shelter in Athens, Greece. While four of them had been located in the State party, the whereabouts of the others remained unknown. He wished to know what investigations the State party was conducting to ensure proper clarification of that issue.

9/5/2012
 
12. Mr. Peka (Albania): The Albanian authorities had no official information on the situation of the 500 Roma children who, according to a Greek non-governmental organization, had disappeared from a shelter in Athens. The organization concerned was invited to share any information brought to its attention with the relevant Albanian and Greek authorities so as to shed full light on the allegations.

49. Ms. Sveaass: The delegation had stated that it had no official information about the 502 missing Roma children. She said, however, that she had seen a list with the names of the children and, according to some sources, four of them had been located. As the children had already been missing for several years, it was urgent to take steps, in collaboration with the Greek authorities, to find them.

53. Mr. Peka (Albania): Regarding investigations carried out into the fate of the 502 missing Albanian Roma children, he said that the Government was concerned about all of its citizens and ensured their protection, both in Albanian territory and abroad. No information had been provided by the Greek law enforcement authorities, or by the Greek Government, but Albania would make every effort to obtain all the information required and to cooperate as widely as possible with Greece and all other stakeholders.

Greece

9/5/2012
 
42. With regard to the more than 500 Albanian Roma children who had reportedly gone missing in the State party after their arrest for begging and subsequent release between 1982 and 2002, Ms. Gaer asked what measures had been taken to locate them or investigate their disappearance. Had the State party considered setting up a joint commission of inquiry with Albania?

10/5/2012
 
55. Mr. Karageorgos (Greece) In April 2004, the report on the disappearance of some 500 Roma children of Albanian origin who had been placed in the Aghia Varvara institution had been published and, in 2007, all the documents and information available on the case had been forwarded to the public authorities for follow-up action. However, it had to be recognized that no action had been taken since.

3. In the “Concluding observations of the UN Committee against Torture (CAT) concerning Greece and Albania” issued on 1 June 2012, the following related conclusions were included:
Greece


Aghia Varvara case 

27. The Committee reiterates its previous concern that 502 out of 661 Albanian Roma street children reportedly went missing following their placement during 1998-2002 in the Greek Aghia Varvara children’s institution and it is particularly concerned that these cases have not been investigated by the relevant State party authorities (arts. 2 and 12). 

The Committee urges the State party to engage with the Albanian authorities with a view to promptly creating an effective mechanism to investigate these cases in order to establish the whereabouts of the missing children, in cooperation with the Ombudsmen of both countries and relevant civil society organizations, and identify disciplinary and criminal responsibilities of those involved, before the passage of time creates difficulties in ascertaining the facts. The Committee also recommends that the State party adopt a comprehensive policy to combat violations of the rights of street children in order to prevent recurrences in the future. 
Albania

Missing Roma Children
24. The Committee is concerned about the information that 502 out of 661 Albanian Roma street children went reportedly missing following their placement during 1998-2002 in Aghia Varvara children’s institution in Greece. The Committee is particularly concerned by the lack of effective efforts by the authorities of the State party in order to prompt effective investigation into those cases of so called disappearance of Roma children by the relevant authorities of Greece (arts. 2, 11, 12 and 14). 

The Committee urges the State party to immediately engage with the Greek authorities with a view to promptly creating an effective mechanism to investigate these cases in order to establish whereabouts of the missing children, in cooperation with the Ombudsmen of both countries and relevant civil society organizations, and identify disciplinary and criminal responsibilities of those involved, before the charges may become time-barred. 

4. In the “Concluding observations of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) concerning Greece” issued on 19 June 2012, the following related conclusion was included:
Greece
 

Children in street situations
65. In light of the Aghia Varvara case, where 502 out of 661 Albanian Roma children reportedly went missing following their placement during 1998 – 2001 in the Aghia Varvara children’s institution, the Committee expresses its serious concern that the State party did not develop an integrated approach to deal with children in street situations. It is particularly concerned at the limited availability and accessibility of social services for the protection and social reintegration of children in street situations, including the insufficient holding capacity of shelters.
66. The Committee recommends to the State party to:
(a) Undertake a systematic assessment of the situation of children in street situations in order to obtain an accurate picture of the root causes and magnitude;
(b) Develop and implement a national strategy for the prevention of, support to and social integration of children living and/or working on the streets, as well as holistic programmes for children in street situations; and
(c) Increase the number and quality of available shelters and psychosocial rehabilitation centres for children in street situations, equipped with trained personnel and adequate resources; 
(d)  In coordination with NGOs, provide children in street situations with the necessary protection, including a family environment, adequate health-care services, the possibility to attend school and other social services; and
(e) Support family reunification programmes, when that is in the best interests of the child.

5. The joint report has been posted by the UN HRC
 in the page on the follow-up to the 2005 review of Greece
 and in the page of the Task Force on Albania.
 The latter included a related item in the List of Issues (LOI) on Albania for the 15 and 16 July 2013 review by the HRC adopted on 13 November 2012.
 
UN HRC List of Issues on Albania 

22. With regard to information that 502 of 661 Albanian Roma street children reportedly went missing following their placement in the Aghia Varvara children’s institution in Greece between 1998 and 2002, please inform the Committee on the measures taken to investigate the fate of those children whose whereabouts are still unaccounted for.

6. Through 7 July 2013, Albanian has not submitted its written replies to the LOI so that NGOs can comment on them.

7. GHM filed with the Prosecutor of the Greek Supreme Court on 5 July 2012 a request to investigate all the cases mentioned in the UN CAT Concluding Observations on Greece and the related reports submitted to CAT, which include the case of the 502 Albanian Roma children. Through 7 July 2013, there is no indication that the Prosecutor requested an investigation on this case, although he requested investigation on other cases. 
� Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/ngos/GreekHelsinkiMonitor_Annex1.doc" �http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/ngos/GreekHelsinkiMonitor_Annex1.doc� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/CCPR.C.ALB.Q.2_en.pdf" �http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/CCPR.C.ALB.Q.2_en.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/hrcs108.htm" �http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/hrcs108.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.omct.org/files/2012/04/21757/aghia_varvara_case_update_april_2012.pdf" �http://www.omct.org/files/2012/04/21757/aghia_varvara_case_update_april_2012.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/424/46/PDF/G1242446.pdf?OpenElement" �http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/424/46/PDF/G1242446.pdf?OpenElement� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/424/73/PDF/G1242473.pdf?OpenElement" �http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/424/73/PDF/G1242473.pdf?OpenElement� 
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/docs/CAT.C.GRC.CO.5-6.doc" �http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/docs/CAT.C.GRC.CO.5-6.doc� 
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