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Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is an honour for me to declare open the twenty-seventh session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, and I am very pleased be able to welcome you all here today.

Your agenda is as busy as ever and deserves our full attention at a time when, sadly, enforced disappearances are on the increase as a result of national and international conflicts and growing polarisation within and between countries. 

Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished members,

The crises affecting our globe today are multiple and weigh heavily on our minds and hearts as we open this session. 
In times like these, the vital role of human rights mechanisms to protect and promote human rights becomes even more obvious. They reflect back to States their human rights records, and recommend ways to rectify what has gone wrong, bring justice to victims and adopt measures to protect human rights and prevent their violations. As the High Commissioner for Human Rights highlighted when he addressed the Human Rights Council on 9 September this year, “Human rights are regulators and correctors of power dynamics gone awry. […] International cooperation, grounded in human rights, is the channel we have to effect change and to address the massive challenges of our time. […] Collectively, we should make the choice of rejecting the ‘new normal’ and the dystopian future it would present. Let us embrace and trust the full power of human rights as the path to the world we want — more peaceful, just, fair, and sustainable.”
The work of the Treaty Bodies, including this Committee, is key to make this a reality. The guidance and recommendations you provide, and the ongoing interaction you have with States, victims, civil society organizations, and National Human Rights Institutions through your different mandated procedures help us to identify ways to prevent and address human rights violations. 
In times like these, the human rights mechanisms would benefit from increased synergy and mutual reinforcement, which OHCHR strongly supports. 
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Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

In that spirit of mutual reinforcement, allow me to refer to some developments of interest to this Committee. On 25 June this year, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Ms. Margaret Satterthwaite, presented her second report to the Human Rights Council, in which she set out a taxonomy of Government efforts to control judicial systems. This ranged from curbing bar associations and manipulating administrative functions, to “capturing” courts and criminalizing and attacking justice operators. She described the relationship between independent justice systems, the rule of law and meaningful participatory government, and the extensive challenges faced by those systems in checking the undemocratic usurpation of power. 
The access to truth, justice and reparation is at the core of the eradication and prevention of enforced disappearances. Nevertheless, as you have highlighted on many occasions, impunity often prevails.  The urgency to reverse this dynamic is underlined in the report that the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights presented to the Human Rights Council at this session on “the Role of the rule of law and accountability on the national and international levels in the prevention of human rights violations and abuses”. 
I am pleased to note that reference was made to your general comment on Enforced Disappearances in the context of migration in the report of the “Intersessional panel discussion on the human rights of migrants: prevention and accountability for human rights violations in transit”, where participants called for increased efforts and enhanced international cooperation to protect the lives, safety and dignity of migrants and to prevent their deaths and disappearances, including enforced disappearances. It is another excellent example of mutual reinforcement.

Monsieur le Président, 
Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Comité,

La synergie et le renforcement réciproque passent par la connaissance de ce que les autres font, par les échanges d’informations, ainsi que par les activités jointes qui sont mises en œuvre. Votre Comité a continué de promouvoir cette dynamique dans l’ensemble de ses activités. 
De cette façon, depuis votre session en février dernier, vous avez répondu positivement, conjointement avec votre secrétariat, à plus de 15 demandes de formation et consultations présentées par des Etats et acteurs de la société civile à travers le monde pour promouvoir la ratification et la mise en œuvre de la Convention. 
Dans cet esprit de complémentarité, synergie et interaction, vous poursuivez également votre projet de déclaration jointe sur les dénommées « disparitions forcées de courte durée ».  
Et le 30 août dernier, journée internationale des victimes de disparitions forcées, vous avez publié une déclaration jointe avec le Groupe de travail sur les disparitions forcées ou involontaires, la Commission interaméricaine des droits de l'homme, la Commission africaine des droits de l'homme et des peuples, le Commissaire aux droits de l'homme du Conseil de l'Europe, et les représentants de l'Indonésie et de la Thaïlande auprès de la Commission intergouvernementale des droits de l'homme de l’Association des Nations de l’Asie du Sud Est. 
Dans cette déclaration, vous exhortez tous les acteurs à unir immédiatement leurs forces pour soutenir les victimes de disparitions forcées et veiller à ce que leurs droits et obligations, tels que codifiés dans les traités régionaux et internationaux, deviennent une réalité pour tous. Et vous les invitez à prendre part au Congrès mondial sur les disparitions forcées, qui se tiendra à Genève, en Suisse, les 15 et 16 janvier 2025. 
A cette même occasion de la journée internationale du 30 août, le message suivant a été publié par le Haut-Commissaire des Droits de l’Homme : 
« Rien ne justifie les disparitions forcées. Pourtant, chaque jour, ce crime odieux continue de réduire au silence et de détruire des vies. Le Congrès mondial de janvier 2025, organisé par mon bureau et les principales parties prenantes, est l'occasion d'établir une stratégie et un réseau afin que nous puissions enfin mettre fin à cet outil de terreur”.
Réunir les experts, les victimes, les Etats et autres acteurs clé dans le contexte de ce premier congrès mondial sur les disparitions forcées pour partager leurs expériences et bonnes pratiques, et pour établir une stratégie commune de promotion de la ratification de la Convention et de sa mise en œuvre, est en effet une opportunité unique que nous devons tous pleinement saisir, dès maintenant. 

Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

In times like these, we particularly welcome that, since your last session, Thailand, South Africa, Côte d’Ivoire and Bangladesh became parties to the Convention, which now has 76 States parties. We celebrate these ratifications, all the while continuing our efforts to achieving universal ratification. We sincerely hope that the World Congress will contribute to reaching this objective. 

Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

OHCHR continues to actively support efforts to strengthen the treaty body system, which was the key topic at the 36th Annual Meeting of the Treaty Body Chairpersons in New York in June 2024. The Chairpersons met with the Secretary-General and other senior UN officials, civil society and Member States. The Chairs made marked progress in terms of aligning working methods, and they advocated together for enlarged support for the implementation of the treaty body strengthening process. At a well-attended meeting with Member States, the Chairs called for resources to implement the predictable review schedule and other key strengthening proposals. Your Committee was ably represented by your Chair, who I am sure will brief you in more details about the meeting.

Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

A heavy programme for the next two weeks is before the Committee. You will examine three State parties under the Convention, namely:  Ukraine, Morocco and Norway. You will adopt lists of issues and lists of themes for Belgium, Lesotho, Seychelles, and Serbia and consider to request ad hoc additional information. 
You will have before you the report on Urgent Actions. As of today, the Committee has registered a total of 1.893 Urgent Actions. Out of these, 1.101 are currently “living cases” on which the Committee must carry out comprehensive follow-up, either individually, or in groups. 
I am particularly pleased to announce that since the beginning of the procedure, 512 urgent actions have been closed following the location of the disappeared person, including 15 since your last session. Out of the 512 located persons since the beginning of the implementation of the procedure, we are particularly heartened that 408 of them were located alive.  
You will also examine one individual complaint, and further discuss your projects related to the so called “short term enforced disappearances” and to women and enforced disappearances. 

Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

In this context, I would like to recall the United Nations' zero tolerance policy on intimidation and reprisals. The Secretary-General has recognised that these acts are a priority and a key responsibility, and has asked all entities to be vigilant and committed in this area. We are all concerned.
We know that civil society and victims provide crucial information and testimony to the treaty bodies and provide the experts with contextual information essential to their work. States must ensure adequate protection against any act of intimidation or reprisal against those who cooperate or have cooperated with the United Nations and its mechanisms. 

Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Mindful of the workload ahead of you, allow me to conclude by wishing you all a fruitful and productive session, and to assure you of the full support of my colleagues and myself throughout the session and throughout the year.
Thank you very much.
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