
KOREA FALUN DAFA ASSOCIATION

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
Submission to the UN Human Rights Committee’s 139th Session (October 2023)
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Violation of Shen Yun Performing Arts’ Freedom of Expression
This briefing details the violation of artistic freedoms in South Korea due to the influence of the People’s Republic of China’s censorship. Shen Yun Performing Arts first travelled to Korea in 2007, and nearly every year since the national government of Korea and local officials have permitted or even been complicit in PRC-led censorship, resulting in many theatres’ refusal to rent their venues to Shen Yun. In doing so, Korea has violated the freedom of expression (Covenant Article 19) and is, furthermore, contributing to the PRC’s gross human rights abuses and religious persecution of Falun Dafa practitioners (Covenant Article 18). We hope the Human Rights Committee will:
· Examine these violations of artistic freedom in Korea that are taking place under the influence of a foreign regime.
· Raise the above issue to Korea’s representatives in the 139th session, in particular asking what response has been made by Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs to PRC censorship in Korea, and what is the guideline of the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism to the national and public theatres facing such transnational pressure.
· Recommend, in its sixth state party report concluding observations, that any foreign censorship within the jurisdiction of Korea be denounced and rejected.


Established in 2001, the Korea Falun Dafa Association is a volunteer-based nongovernmental organization committed to raising awareness about the ongoing persecution of Falun Dafa practitioners in China. To fulfil this mission, it organises parades, painting exhibitions, and other community activities. Starting in 2007, the Korea Falun Dafa Association also began serving as the hosting organizer for Shen Yun Performing Arts’ annual shows in Korea.
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1 Background
1.1 Shen Yun[footnoteRef:2]: Based in New York, Shen Yun was established by practitioners of Falun Dafa (also called Falun Gong) in 2006. The company’s mission is to revive five thousand years of Chinese civilisation. This ancient culture, which traditionally was said to be divinely inspired, has been almost entirely wiped out under decades of communist rule. Shen Yun’s performance consists mostly of classical Chinese dance and music. Alongside dances portraying stories from dynasties and heroes of the past, some of the show’s pieces also depict the story of what Falun Gong practitioners face in China today. [2:  Shenyun.org] 

1.2 PRC persecution of Falun Dafa in China: On 20 July 1999, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) launched a persecution campaign aimed at practitioners of Falun Dafa, a meditation discipline based on the principles of “Truth, Compassion, Forbearance.” Millions of Falun Dafa practitioners in China have been fired from their jobs, expelled from school, jailed, tortured, or killed simply for practicing Falun Dafa. Soon, these people became the main targets of state-sanctioned forced organ harvesting and have been killed in order to extract their vital organs, which are used to fuel a booming organ transplantation business in China. [footnoteRef:3] In March 2020, The China Tribunal, an independent tribunal chaired by Sir Geoffrey Nice KC (who was a prosecutor at the trial of Slobodan Milošević in the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia), concluded that the crime of state-sanctioned forced organ harvesting has been committed for years throughout China on a significant scale, and that Falun Dafa practitioners have been the main source of organ supply.[footnoteRef:4]  On 14 June 2021, UN human rights experts publicly stated that they were extremely alarmed by reports of organ harvesting targeting minorities, including Falun Gong practitioners, Uyghurs, Tibetans, Muslims, and Christians in detention in China.[footnoteRef:5] [3:  Falun Dafa Infocenter website: https://faluninfo.net/violent-suppression-of-100-million-people/.]  [4:  Final judgement (1 March 2020): https://chinatribunal.com/final-judgment/]  [5:  UN OHCHR Press release (14 June 2021), “China: UN human rights experts alarmed by ‘organ harvesting’ allegations”
   https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/06/china-un-human-rights-experts-alarmed-organ-harvesting-allegations] 

1.3 PRC transnational persecution of Falun Dafa: While Falun Dafa practitioners in China continue to face horrific abuse, the PRC has also extended its persecution outside of China. The primary aim of the overseas harassment is to prevent Falun Dafa practitioners from revealing the tragic reality of the persecution to the world. But that is not the only reason. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is also trying to manipulate the international community’s opinion of Falun Gong. According to Chen Yonglin, a former Chinese diplomat who defected to Australia, “The war of the Falun Gong was extended abroad in 2000. In each Chinese diplomatic mission, there had to be at least one official responsible for the Falun Gong issue.”[footnoteRef:6] Chen confirmed that the system of intelligence gathering on Falun Gong in Australia relied on some 1,000 agents and informers. Surveillance and repression against Falun Gong practitioners is accompanied by significant propaganda efforts aimed at foreign governments, elected officials, media, and universities to convince them of both the legitimacy of Chinese actions and the purported harmfulness of Falun Gong.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Chinese Influence Operations (October 2021.) published by IRSEM(L’Institut de Recherche Stratégique de l’École Militaire), p. 79
Full text: https://www.irsem.fr/report.html]  [7:  Ibid. p. 80.] 

1.4 PRC interference with Shen Yun: The extension of the persecution of Falun Dafa overseas includes harassing Shen Yun. Chinese embassies and consulates in the over 20 countries where Shen Yun performs have tried to sabotage Shen Yun shows, block advertising, and intimidate the artists. The PRC operates both directly, through its consular officials, and indirectly through Chinese business associations, Chinese student associations, and Confucius Institutes to try to pressure theatres to not to rent to Shen Yun or cancel existing contracts and even sold-out performances.[footnoteRef:8] Over 80 incidents have been documented[footnoteRef:9]—ranging from threatening theatres and elected officials to online hacking of ticket offices and slashing the tires of Shen Yun buses. In January 2023, for instance, prior to Shen Yun’s performances at the National Theatre in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, the Chinese Embassy in the country pressured local media to not cover the performances, contacted the theatre manager and the Ministry of Culture asking them to cancel the shows, and repeatedly visited the Dominican President Luis Abinader asking him to personally intervene and stop the performances.[footnoteRef:10] The president refused to do so, and the director of the National Theatre not only honoured the contract, but also publically supported Shen Yun. In a media interview after watching the show he said, “The National Theatre will be always open to anyone who comes with art, to tell the truth.”[footnoteRef:11] Similarly, three Senators and two deputies of the Congress of the Dominican Republic sent Shen Yun welcome letters,[footnoteRef:12] and the Governor of Santiago delivered a welcome letter to Shen Yun.[footnoteRef:13] This is but one recent example of many similar ones around the world. [8:  https://www.shenyun.org/spirituality/challenges-we-face]  [9:  List of the incidents & Evidence: http://leeshailemish.com/on-shen-yun/whos-afraid-of-shen-yun/]  [10:  Statement published on the Chinese Embassy’s website:
http://do.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/xwdt/202301/t20230131_11016668.htm]  [11:  The Epoch Times (3 February 2023), “Shen Yun Shows Virtues, Beauty, ‘The World Needs a Lot of That’ Says Eduardo Brito National Theater Director”
https://www.theepochtimes.com/shenyun/shen-yun-shows-virtues-beauty-the-world-needs-a-lot-of-that-says-eduardo-brito-national-theater-director-5031939]  [12:  The Epoch Times (3 February 2023), “Funcionarios de República Dominicana dan la bienvenida a Shen Yun al país Fuente: The Epoch Times en español”
https://es-mb.theepochtimes.com/funcionarios-de-republica-dominicana-dan-la-bienvenida-a-shen-yun-al-pais_1095131.html]  [13:  The Epoch Times (6 February 2023), “Gobernadora de Santiago da la bienvenida a Shen Yun: “¡Te transporta a otra dimensión!” Fuente: The Epoch Times en español”
https://es-mb.theepochtimes.com/gobernadora-de-santiago-da-la-bienvenida-a-shen-yun-te-transporta-a-otra-dimension_1096292.html] 


2 Violation of Freedom of Expression (Article 19)
2.1 PRC censorship effective in Korea: Most of the sabotage attempts in Europe, North America, and Australia have been futile, but South Korea has been susceptible to them. Indeed, they have led to cancellations and near-cancellations in South Korea in the past. In 2016, in particular, the Korea Broadcasting System illegally cancelled the venue rental contract with Shen Yun after threats from Beijing. Even more disheartening was that the Court of Korea approved the PRC censorship and threats to the theater, abandoning both the protection of the artistic freedom that Koreans should enjoy and the contractual rights of Shen Yun. Two days before the first show, Seoul Southern District Court issued a last-minute ruling that approved KBS’s contract cancellation, which was made right after receiving the PRC embassy’s letter of warning.[footnoteRef:14]  The court that issued this decision was the very same one that had ruled two weeks earlier in favour of the Shen Yun performance, despite already hearing arguments drawn from Chinese Embassy communications. The Diplomat commented as follows:[footnoteRef:15] “The last-minute ‘flip flop’ raises the question of what changed in the interim and who intervened to alter the final ruling. Whether it was higher-level input from Chinese diplomats or from South Korea’s own executive branch, such pressures infringe on judicial independence and ultimately hurt South Korean democracy and rule of law.” It also pointed out that the decision provided unusually explicit insight into the financial leverage that may have been employed by the Chinese Embassy to incentivize this obstruction of a performing arts event outside China. Worse yet, even the National Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Korea made a decision in favour of KBS.[footnoteRef:16] The Commission dismissed the petition for Shen Yun out of consideration for the PRC’s position against Falun Dafa, the very group it is persecuting. The decision determined that the “political and religious neutrality of KBS” regarding PRC interests, which it viewed as a public interest, outweighs damage to Shen Yun, which it counted as a mere private interest. One additional factor used to justify KBS’s illegal contract cancellation on grounds of religious neutrality was a boycott of Shen Yun by a “Christian” organization”, whose leader is well known as a pro-CCP activist who has for years advocated in support of CCP persecutory policies towards Falun Gong practitioners, Uyghurs, and other religious minority groups.[footnoteRef:17] [footnoteRef:18] [14:  Seoul Southern District Court Decision No. 2016 Kahap 71 rendered on 4 May 2016]  [15:  The Diplomat, The Long Arm of Chinese Censorship Reaches South Korea (9 May 2016)
  https://thediplomat.com/2016/05/the-long-arm-of-chinese-censorship-reaches-south-korea/]  [16:  NHRC’s decision on the case No. 16-Jinjeong-0057200 (20 April 2016)]  [17:  Bitter Winter, ‘Ms. O Again! She Insults Islam, Uyghurs, Refugees… and Bitter Winter’, 7 August 2019
https://bitterwinter.org/ms-o-insults-islam-uyghurs-refugees-and-bitter-winter/]  [18:  The Epoch times, ‘In the name of Christianity, a Korean organization takes part in CCP’s censorship in Korea’, 8 September 2023
http://kr.theepochtimes.com/국내-종교단체-기독교-빙자해-중공의-문화주권침해_660007.html] 

2.2 PRC openly admits to transnational operations; Korean officials complicit: The Monthly Chosun, a major Korean news magazines, recently published an in-depth report on the PRC’s attempts to interfere with Shen Yun’s performances. According to the report, a representative from the Chinese Embassy in South Korea told the reporter, “We do not agree that interfering with Shen Yun performances is disrupting South Korea’s sovereignty. We will continue to follow the Chinese Embassy directive and reject Falun Dafa practitioners’ requests to rent theatres in South Korea.”[footnoteRef:19] In 2022, with the exception of the National Theatre, all 13 theatres run by local Korean governments that were approached refused to rent their venues to Shen Yun. [19:  Monthly Chosun(August 2023), ‘Chinese Embassy pressures all sides to prevent Falun Gong-related performances’ 
   http://m.monthly.chosun.com/client/news/viw.asp?ctcd=C&nNewsNumb=202308100025] 

2.3 Conclusion: The national government of Korea and local officials have silently allowed or even actively participated PRC censorship in clear violation of Korea’s freedom of expression. Due to the PRC’s transnational censorship and influence, for over 17 years many Korean theatres run or supervised by central or local governments have refused to rent their venues to Shen Yun—this even as prestigious venues around the world continue to host sold-out Shen Yun performances every year. This is a violation of basic human rights and freedoms, is unlawful and unjustifiable. It is the kind of behaviour one has grown to expect inside the PRC, now exported to South Korea.

3 Violation of religious freedom (Art. 18)
3.1 Further, by following the PRC’s lead and censoring Shen Yun, the Korean government is contributing to the PRC’s persecution of Falun Dafa of China, which is a gross violation of other human rights, notably religious freedom.


* Attached (English-translated reference)
- Monthly Chosun (August 2023), Chinese Embassy pressures all sides to prevent Falun Gong-related performances (translated by the Korean Falun Dafa Association)
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That year, M. C, who was in charge of operating a concert hall belonging 10 a universiy,
visitad the Chinase embassy in Hyoja-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul to meet wih the consiruction
ounselor of the education department of the Chinesa embassy. Since the person in charge
of the el coniract with Shen Yun Performing Arts was M. C, he directly “explained” . At
that tme, the university canceled the rental contract with Shen Yun, and Shen Yun fled
lawsuitfor njunciion asking fo the performance to go as scheduled.

Me_C said, "l went to the Chinesa embassy and expressed our intention 1o respect China’s
positon as much as possible.” and said that "However, when a court deciion came out that
the performance should be held due to Shen Yun's application for a provisional njunction, |
said that | had no choice but to comply.”

Wi C s, I i that the Chinsse sice should understand hat (e court uing), and the
anewor came back saying. 1 don’ an 1 hear tha, and are there many Crinose students
Sudying at tho schoo?” s been 15 years, but M. G rememoerad tho staion ke ihs. By
oringing up the fofic of interational tudents, i means Ging us a dsadvantage. The year
2008 was a time when domasic unversles aiacied Cninese students and contbuted
Sgniicanty to the finances. i was unpleasant Wnen | asked e Crinese embassy, | Was
nover asked not (0 hold a Shen Yun show befoe, and i | ose the awst, wha can | o7
The responsa came back saying, | ave o more 1o say. It was a high handed atiude,
Saying, Anyway,you havet sen o .

I the end, Shen Yun won the lawsuit against the universiy. The performance went on s
‘scheduled. This university was not e only case in which the Chinese embassy brought up
the story of a Chinese student studying abroad to block a Shen Yun performance.

Exchanges with Chinese universities, mention of internationa students.

ek con. s
i ——
s

W@M

(Lo In January 2017, an offiil document with i content arived at a Korean public concart halin
Busan i he name of ive Gonsulato General f the Peoples Republicof China n Busan.

(Righ) On Janary 17, 2017, the Chinese Embasey in Korea st an oficial letir wih the Ganguwon
Provincial Office and c'dto Ghunchoon ity and Kangwon Natonal Uriversty.
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On January 13, 2017, the Chinese embassy sent a similr oficial letter to the Gangwon
Provincial Offce. It was because on February 8 of that year, a Shen Yun performance was
scheduied at the Basngnysong Art Center at Kangwon National Uriversiy. In the offcial
‘Gocument, Gangwon Provincial Offce was listed as ‘receiver” and Chuncheon City Hall and
‘Gangwon National Uriversty were listed as “reference.”

An offcial lettr sent by the Chinese embassy 10 the Gangwon Provincial Offico stated,
“Gangwon Province maintains extensive exchange and cooperalive relations with various
provinces in China, has a high reputation and good reputation in China, and plays an
important role in promaling friendship and practical cooperation between China and South
Korea.” And he said “Kangwon National Uriversity, as a national university in Korea, has
‘maintained friendly exchanges and cooperation with many famous universites in China for a
long ime, and is receiving great intrest from Chinse students.” And he demanded "From
the  standpoint of saleguarding China-Korea_friendship and_cooperation, | hope that
‘Ghuncheon City and Kangwon National Uriversity wil work hard not o provide performance
Venues to Shen Yun."

The menion of “having been maintaining friendly exchanges and cooperation with many
famous universiies in China for 3 long time and receiving great intarest from Chinese
Students’ soems to imply that permission for Shen Yun periormances could have an impact
on exchanges and cooperalion with Chinese universiles and aiiraciing internatonal
Students.

However, despite pressure from the Chinese embassy, Shen Yun's scheduled performance
went ahead.

In tis official document, the contact information of the person who wrote i, Officer D of the
Chinese Embassy in Korea, was listed. When | called and asked. “Are you the Oficer D of
the Chinese Embassy in Korea?”, the recipiont immediately hung up. | caled again but hung
up again.

In an offcial lettr sent by the Chinese embassy 1o the Gangwon Provincial Offce, it was
Stated that “over the past few years, several concert hlls, including the Korea Broadcasting
‘Corporation's KBS Hall, have ai rejected Shen Yun's rental requests.” As stated in the
official document, in 2016 the Chinese Embassy and Consulate General sent an offcial
letter to KBS demanding that Shen Yun's request for a rental be denied. Unlie the previous
cases in which Shen Yun was allowed 10 perform despito pressure ffom the Chinese
‘embassy, KBS canceled the rental contract at the request of the Chinese side. Shen Yun
protested against this and fled a lawsuit, but the court sided with KBS. The fact that KBS,
the “representative public broadcaster of Korea,” yielded to pressure from China served as a
Justication for China t exert pressure against other organizations.

KBS cancels the rental after receiving an offcia letter from China.
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(Lot Offcial leter sent by the Chinsse Embassy in Korea to the KBS Itermatonal Cooperation

Ofice on January 22,2016.

(Figh) On Aprl 25, 016, KBS finaized an offical document sen 1 the Chinsse Embasey in Korea
asking questions about Shen Yun Performing Ars.

On December 29, 2015, KBS signed a rental contract with Shen Yun fo the KBS Hall. Then,
on January 22 of the following year,the Chinese embassy sent an offcal leter saying, "We
hope that KBS wil not provide a perlormance venue 1o Shen Yun considering the overall
Situation of China-Korea relations and practical cooperation.” Shen Yun's hosting schedule
was for three days, May 6-8, 2016.

On January 26, 2016, and on the 29t of the same morih, KBS rlifid Shan Yun by mailof
the cancelaton of the rental agroament. The basis for s was that it falls undar Arice 7
(Resticion on Rental Approval), Paragraph 2 o the Rental Guidslines posted by KBS on s
homepage, and that it falls under ‘propagaton of a specifc relgon or for poitical or
commercia purposes’ and that there is a concem for damaging the digy of the
Corporaton'specfed in Paragraph 4 of e same Arice. KBS said. Il Shen Yun Performing
s, an organizaton afiated with Falun Gong, uses tho faciites of a publi broadcaster
hatis supposed to maintain poitical an refgious neutaly. i coud harm the cigiy o the
head offica” And *As a result of reexamination by the KBS Hall Rental Delberation
‘Comitee, t was recognized that the rental approval was nappropriae ™

‘Shen Yun fled an injunction against KBS at the Seoul Southem District Court 1o profibit
obstruction of the use of the KBS hall, and won the case. On Apil 19 of the same year, the
‘Southern Distict Court accepted Shen Yun's application for reasons such as “If the rental
contractis ot fulfled, Shen Yun's intangble values such as credit and reputation may be
‘damaged, which will s diffcul 10 recover even with monetary compensation.”
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Then, KBS filed an objection the nex! day. Four days later, the inquiry was sent to the
Chinese embassy. The contents of the questions were “China's positon on Falun Gong and
‘Shen Yun" and “What eflect would a Shen Yun performance have on KBS Hall7"

The Chinese embassy replied, “The offiial leter dated April 28 was well received." After
Glariying the Chinese authoriies' positon on Falun Gong, the Chinese embassy replied, (1
‘Shen Yun Performing Ars performs at the KBS Hall, t wil be detrimental to exchanges and
‘cooperation i various fields between the two countries.”

“A clear violation of China’s cultural sovereignty”

Offcial documents that KBS exchanged with the Chinese embassy were submited as court
evidence. In the lawsut, KBS argued, °If the contract i fuflled, t will ot oy interfere with
the export of broadcasting content produced by KBS to China, but it is also likely 1o
adversoly affect Korea-China relations, and the resuling damage could be ireparably
‘magnified.”

On May 4, 2016, the Southern Distct Court acoepted KBS caim. The court tha issued this
ruling was the one that had previously accepled Shen Yun's request for an njunction.

“The court acknowledged that "KES is kel to suffer a loss that is incomparable to the above
ticket _revenue due 1o its inabity to_ export bioadcast content to China” Regarding
KBS losses” caused by blocked exports to China, the court judged, ‘KBS exports broadcast
content that far exceeds 10 billon won per year, while the rental fee income that can be
recaived from the fental coniractn this case is only about 18 millon won.”

Pagarding the Chinese embassy's exertng pressure i this way, a university professor from
the National Diplomatic Academy sad, i is the orginal style (of China).” And he said “The
Chinese embassy can express its positon, but it cannot be said that the method is
‘appropriate, and it is not something that we hav o follow.”

When the perommance was blocked dus 10 pressure from the Chinese embassy, the
organizers of the Shen Yun show fled a complaint with the South Korean govemment.
Accordingly,in Apri 2019, the Ministry of Foreign Afairs replied in an offcial leter that “he
rental of performing art venues is a private contract” and that “there are aspects that are
ificut for the central government to ntervena in malters related 1o rental of performing art
venues that are operated by local governments.” They tured a biid eye 10 interference in
the government affairs o public nsttuions for the reason that it was under the jursdiction of
ach local government.

Oh Se-yeol, secretary-general of the Korean Falun Dafa Association, said, It is a clear
vioation of China's cultural Sovereignty” and said, “(The goverment andlor KES) look at
China too much.”

Chinese embassy “interfering with sovereignty, do not agree’

In this regard, Zhang Jia-beom, pubic relaions oficer at the Chinese Embassy in Korea,
said in a phone call with reporters that he "disagreed” with the concorns over China's
Infringement of s cultral sovereignty. Here s Jang's argument:
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1 donit agree that it i ‘interfering with sovereignty'.. We will continue to convey our position
that the venue rental (for Shen Yun) should b refused.

1 cannot agree that sending offcial documents to national and public theaters and local
‘governments is called ‘ntefering with sovereignty'. In Aricle 7 of the Performance Act there
s a system in which ‘the Korea Media Rating Board undergoes a preliminary examination
Wwhen a foreigner intends 1o perform in Korea'. For example, there is a provision that the
recommendation can be canceled when i harms pubic order and good morals or when a
recommendation is received in a false o other dishonest way.

‘Shen Yun says tis a ‘performance promoting tradiional Chinese culture.” but we see it as a
Talse."

In addition, in Arice 4 of the performance hallrental operation regulations, there is a clause
that can refuse rental in case of ‘propagation of a specifc reigion without artsty,
performances or events for poliical purposes'. Shen Yun performances are actually the
missionary work of Falun Gong. In the futu, whenever there is an event hosted by Falun
Gong, we wil continue to convey our posiion tha(1he venue rental) shoud be refused.”

Copyrght © Chosun News Press - Montnly Chosun. Unauthorized reproduction and
redisrbution pronibited
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(Chinese embassy puts pressure on all ides to block Falun Gong-related performances.
“We hope that Busan’s politicians and public officials do not attend

Falun Gong events” (Consulate General of China in Busan)
Witen by  Monthy Chosun epartr

© “1 don' agree that i s ‘interfring with sovereigniy’... We will continue to convey our
position that the venue rental (for Shen Yun) should be refused (Publc Afairs Officer,
(Chinese Embassy in Korea)

© KBS cancels Shen Yun's rental under pressure from the Chinese embassy, ciing

inerference with content exports”
©Paople cose to the Chinese consulata in terms of rade and culture came (to Busan City)

‘and threatened, Do you think Mayor Suh Byung-500 will be eected next?”
©In Daegu, he deputy consu-general of China personally visited the distict ofice and said

wish there were no porformances.”
© In an offcal leter sent by the Chinese ambassy 1o the Gangwon Provincial Offce and
mado an appeasement, ‘Kangwon University is receiving great intorest from Chinese
Students”
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<For the purpose of friendship and cooperation between Busan and China, we respectilly
request that Busan do not provide performance venuss to Shon Yun performance troupes,
‘and we hope that Busan's polticians, offcals, and cultural figures will not atiend or support
any Falun Gong and Shen Yun events.>

In January 2017, Mr. A, an offcial at a Korean public performing art hall in Busan, said he
was offended afer receiving an offcial letter from the Consuiate General of the Peopie's
Pepublic of China in Busan. It was a “polts request” but it was a request 10 the public
nstiution of the host country to cancel the rental of the performing art hall which had even
boen coniracted. Shen Yun Performing Ars i an organization with ties to Falun Gong, which
s branded as a cult and suppressed by the Chinese commuristregime. The periormance by
‘Shen Yun Performing Arts mentioned i the notios was scheduled to be hald from February
101h to 1211 of that year.

“Fatalism Is scarler than nationalism™

An official document from the Chinese Consulate General implied that the Shen Yun
performance could affect Busan-China rade, economy and tourism.

<By atacking the Chinese govemment through Shen Yun performances in Korea, Falun
Gong has adversely affected the development of China-Korea relations and cultural
‘exchanges, as well as economic trade and tourism cooperation between Busan and Chinese
cies>

1n 2 phone call with a reporter, M. A said, “Actually, 1 el burdenied at this point,” and | was
inabad mood, 5o | called them XJCK ™ Nevertheless, the venue did not comply with China's
‘request, and the performance wen! ahead as scheduied. M. A sad, "At e tme, the groups
relatod 1o China, such as trade or culture, and peaple ciose 10 the Chinese consulate came
and threatened, ‘Do you know that Seo Byung:so (then) mayor of Busan will be (elected) in
the next (election)? In fact, Busan Mayor Seo Byung-so0 was defeated in the 7th local
elactions the following year by then-Democratic Party candidate Oh Geo-don.

When asked why he did not respond to the request of the Chinese consulate despte such
prossure, M. A asked me back “These people (Shen Yun Performing Ars) came in with
visa (visa, entry and exit perni for foreigners) that allows them to work (in Korea), but the
visa s given by the Ministy of Foreign Afairs. And the (Shen Yun) performance passed the
Scroening of the Korea Media Rating Board, which is under the jurisdicton of the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Tourism. Our higher insttutions, the Ministry of Foreign Afairs and the
Ministy of Culture, Sports and Tourism have approved t, but i the Chinos embassy’s
position above them?”

Atthe same time, M. A said, Fatalism is more terrifying than nationalism.”

Deputy Consul General Comes to a District Office and Pressures.

“Thisis not the first time the Chiness embassy or consulate general i Korea has stepped up
10 block Shen Yun's performance. They applied all-round pressure by sending offcial letiers
1o the theaters, local goverments, pubic insitions, universiles, etc. that manage the
theater, o by viiting them in porson.
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In 2011, the deputy consul general of the Chinese consulate genoral in Busan went (o a
distict office in Daegu and asked the distict chief {0 stop a Shen Yun performance at a local
theater.

Atthe ime, the distct chief Mr. B said on the premise of anonymity, There was a time when
the Chinese deputy consul came and said that it would be betir ot to do (Shen Yun
performance) * Regarding the situation at the time, ho said, “There was no fequest for
instructions of cooperation from the ceniral government, and | thought i was not appropriate
for a foreign consulate to make a direct (request).” And he said “ replied tha it is an issue
that we need to decide on our own in our country,” When asked by a reporter, Ao you not
wortied about deterirating relations with China?”, he replied, 1 thought there migh be
diplomatc problem because | am in charge of adminisiation even though  is a province.”
Ho said, "Ho didn' Go anything 10 foel the pressure. He spoke soity.” but said, “Since he is
the deputy consul general of a big country and his demands are lie that (inconvenient), |
have a lot of thoughis.” Former head of Distict offce M. B added, “We had performed
Soveral times before that, and the audience’s response was 9ood, 5o the performance went
ahead as scheduled.”

Conversely, there was also a case where a Korean theater offcial visited the Chinese
‘embassy. In 2008, the theater run by a private universit in Seoul signed a rental contract
with Shen Yun. But faced strong opposiion from the Chinese embassy, a schodl offial
viited the embassy. According 10 media reports at the time, the Chinese embassy

threatened the universty, saying, If the performance goes ahead, we wil not issue Chinese
visas to students from this universi.”

“No more to say”

Falun Gong and Shen Yun Performing Arts

Falun Gong is a mind and body culivaion pracice founded by Li Hongzhi (72) in 1992, and has
become 5o popular tha the number o practtionars has reached 100 mllon. Then, in 1999, Jang
Zomin, then Genoral Secretary of the Commurist Party of China, drectly stepped fooward and
ordored a crackdown. Sinco then, China has designated Falun Gong a5 a cull and has persecuted i
Even now, Falun Gong i considered a taboo by the Chinese communist government, along wih
Tibot and Tawa iseuss, to the extot tha there is 2 separals “Falun Gong tnh soction on the right
o of the homepages of Chinese embassies and consulates in Korea. Tris sooms (o be related o
the istricalexperiance of verthrowing Chinese cynasties by armed upisings of amerging rlgous.
roups such as Wit Lotus at the ond.

Shen Yun Performing Ars was formad in New York in 2006 by Chinsse arsts who practcs Falun
Gong with tho goal of “showcasing tradiional Chinese cultur belore communism.” However, he





