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2 December 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the fifth periodic report of Kuwait, at the Committee’s sixty-eighth session, held in November 2017. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/KWT/CO/5) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 54 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Kuwait to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 13, 29 (b) and 47 (b) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received on time in July 2019 (CEDAW/C/KWT/CO/5/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-fourth session, held in November 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 13 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “include in its legislation a definition of discrimination against women, covering direct and indirect discrimination in the public and private spheres, in accordance with article 1 of the Convention”: 

 The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party that all entities and individuals have obligation to comply with provisions of the Convention by Amiri Decree No. 24 of 1994. It however regrets that since its dialogue with the State party in 2017, no further action has been taken with respect to this recommendation. The Committee considers that the State party did not take steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Jamal M.I. Alghunaim
Permanent Representative of the State of Kuwait
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Avenue de l'Ariana 2

1202 Geneva
Email: info@kuwaitmission.ch
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 13 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Include in its legislation a definition of discrimination against women, covering direct and indirect discrimination in the public and private spheres, in accordance with article 1 of the Convention.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 29 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “take effective measures to prevent and eradicate trafficking in persons, including by ensuring the provision of assistance to and facilitating reporting by victims, including through properly equipped and adequately staffed shelters offering legal, medical and psychological assistance and rehabilitation, and ensuring that the complaints hotline operates around the clock”: 
The Committee notes the information provided by the State party about shelters for migrant workers and services provided there, including travel assistance and facilitating their access to health care services. It however regrets the lack of information about psychological assistance and rehabilitation provided to victims of trafficking as well as complaints hotline. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 29 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Provide information on the measures taken to ensure the provision of assistance to and facilitate reporting by victims, in particular, regarding psychological assistance, rehabilitation and complaints hotline provided for victims of trafficking.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 47 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “bring the uncodified Jaʻfari interpretation of personal status matters and the Civil Code into line with the State party’s obligations under articles 2, 5 (a) and 15 of the Convention, initiate a public debate on moving towards a unified Personal Status Act, and build on best practices of neighbouring countries with similar cultural and religious backgrounds”: 

 The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Law of the Jaʻfari Family Status (No. 124/2019) in 2019, which is line with articles 2 and 5 (a) of the Convention. The Committee considers that the State party took significant steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 47 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Provide information on the Law of the Jaʻfari Family Status (No. 124/2019).
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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