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I. Introduction 
1. Al-Haq submits this report to the United Nations (UN) Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (‘the Committee’) to present urgent findings on the grave situation of persons with disabilities in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt), resulting from the systematic and unlawful practices and violations perpetrated by the Israeli occupying authorities and forces, to inform the Committee ahead of its 33rd session, scheduled for 15 August 2025. This report sets out Israel’s persistent and egregious violations of international law, including acts that constitute the crime of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. The report provides a set of indicators based on field documentation by Al-Haq, as well as reports and evidence collected by other Palestinian and international human rights organisations, as well as UN agencies operating in the oPt. It also draws on reports on the UN Special Procedures and independent human rights experts.
2. This report is submitted at a critical juncture, as the Israeli occupying forces continue to perpetrate atrocity crimes against Palestinians, including the crime of genocide in accordance with the standards set forth in the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, to which Israel is a State Party. In March 2024, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Francesca Albanese, concluded that “there are reasonable grounds to believe that the threshold indicating the commission of genocide by Israel has been met.”[footnoteRef:1] In her subsequent report of October 2024, Albanese asserted that “genocide should be seen as integral and instrumental to the aim of full Israeli colonization of Palestinian land while removing as many Palestinians as possible”.[footnoteRef:2] As early as January 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) determined the plausibility that Israel is carrying out genocide against Palestinians in Gaza and has since issued three legally-binding provisional measures orders to prevent and/or halt genocidal acts in Gaza, which have manifested in, inter alia, the widespread destruction of all aspects of life and infrastructure, and direct killing of Palestinians, including persons with disabilities. The ongoing genocide has also involved the deliberate and systematic destruction of civilian objects such as hospitals, schools, universities, and both public and private facilities; denial of medical treatment to the wounded; using starvation as a weapon of war; and targeting of Palestinians while receiving humanitarian aid; effectively causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group and deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction. Moreover, collective punishment has been imposed on Palestinians residing in Gaza for decades through a prolonged and unlawful land, sea, and air blockade, causing the collapse of means of subsistence and essential services, including healthcare as well as soaring levels of poverty, food insecurity, and unemployment.  [1:  Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory since 1967, Francesca Albanese, Anatomy of a Genocide, UN Document A/HRC/55/73, 1 July 2024, para. 7. ]  [2:  Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Francesca Albanese - Genocide as a colonial erasure, UN Doc. A/79/384, 1 October 2024, para. 1. ] 

3. Moreover, the Gaza Strip witnessed multiple Israeli military assaults in recent years, namely, in May 2021,[footnoteRef:3] August 2022,[footnoteRef:4] and May 2023,[footnoteRef:5] resulting in the killing of 306 Palestinians, including 73 children.[footnoteRef:6] These assaults were accompanied by an unlawful blockade and the closure of all crossings, ongoing since 2007. [3:  Al-Haq, Assault on Gaza in Numbers Statistical Report on Civilian Losses and Damage to Private and Public Property Inflicted by Israeli Occupying Forces during the Large-Scale Israeli Military Offensive on the Gaza Strip between 10–21 May 2021 (January 2022), available at:
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/2022/02/07/gaza-report-english-1-page-view-light-1644233950.pdf]  [4:  Al-Haq, “Israel’s Indiscriminate and Disproportionate Attacks Against Palestinian Civilians Violate International Humanitarian Law and Amount to War Crimes” 8 August 2022, available at: https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/20394.html.]  [5:  Al-Haq, “Israel’s Five-Day Military Offensive on Gaza Marked Once Again by Wilful Killings, Destruction of Civilian Property, and Total Impunity”, 3 June 2023, available at: https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/21555.html.]  [6:  According to Al-Haq’s documentation. ] 

4. The Israeli occupying authorities perpetrate these violations against Palestinians, including Palestinians with disabilities, within the framework of the overarching system of Israeli racial oppression imposed on the Palestinian people as a whole. This system has been entrenched since 1948 through the enactment of legislation, adoption of policies, and implementation of practices that have institutionalised apartheid. This amounts to the crime of apartheid in all its dimensions and constituent elements. As an occupying Power, Israel is bound by international humanitarian law and international human rights law, including the Convention, as affirmed by various Treaty Bodies, the 2004 ICJ’s Advisory Opinion on Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and its 2024 Advisory Opinion on Legal Consequences Arising From the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, as well as by relevant resolutions of the UN General Assembly, Security Council, and Human Rights Council.
5. In its 2024 Advisory Opinion, the ICJ has affirmed that Israel’s occupation of the West Bank, including eastern Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip is unlawful and that Israel is under an obligation to bring it to an end as rapidly as possible. In its Advisory Opinion, the Court concluded that Israel’s settlement enterprise, annexation and control, forced evictions, population transfer, and exploitation of natural resources in the oPt violate Israel’s obligations, and that Israel is also in violation of Article 3 of International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), prohibiting racial segregation and apartheid. Such actions run counter to the character of a “temporary” occupation. As such, Israel is under the obligation to cease these unlawful acts, halt all settlement activity, and repeal all legislation that establishes or maintains this illegal situation, including laws that discriminate against Palestinians and all measures aimed at effecting demographic changes in the oPt. Al-Haq reiterates that Palestinian disability rights must be understood within the broader context of Israel’s Zionist settler-colonial apartheid regime imposed over the Palestinian people as a whole, on both sides of the Green Line, and as refugees and exiles denied their right of return since the start of the ongoing Nakba in 1948, which denies them the ability to exercise their individual and collective rights, including to self-determination and return.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Rania Muhareb et. al, Israeli Apartheid: Tool of Zionist Settler Colonialism (Al-Haq, 2022); and Al-Haq, “Joint Parallel Report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child for its List of Issues on Israel’s Third Periodic Report”, 15 November 2022, available at: https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/20895.html. ] 

6. The nature and scale of the Israeli attacks against the Gaza Strip confirm an intent to destroy the Palestinian people as a group, as there are reasonable grounds to believe that the minimum threshold for the perpetration of the crime of genocide has been met. This is evident in the killing of members of the group, infliction of serious bodily or mental harm, and deliberate imposition of conditions of life calculated to bring about the group’s physical destruction, in whole or in part. These acts have been committed following statements issued by senior Israeli military and government officials, explicitly confirming genocidal intent. The deliberate and devastating consequences of these acts reflect a consistent pattern of conduct, from which a policy of genocide by Israel against the Palestinian people can be inferred. Israel’s genocidal campaign against Gaza is the latest chapter in the ongoing Nakba;[footnoteRef:8] a settler colonial process that has spanned over seven decades. It has featured the displacement and dispossession of the Palestinian people, expropriation of their land and resources, subjugation, and efforts to alter their demographic, cultural, economic, and political presence.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Al-Haq, “Israel’s Genocide in Gaza: The Latest Episode in the Ongoing Nakba Against the Palestinian People”, 15 May 2024, available at: https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/23099.html. ]  [9:  Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Francesca Albanese - Genocide as a colonial erasure, UN Doc. A/79/384, 1 October 2024.] 

II. Grave violations of human rights
7. In one of the fastest instances of forced displacement in modern history,[footnoteRef:10] since 14 October 2024, the Israeli occupying authorities have ordered 1.1 million Palestinians to relocate from northern to southern Gaza, as now approximately 90 percent of the Gaza Strip population has been forcibly displaced. In parallel, some 40,000 Palestinians have been forcibly displaced from refugee camps in northern West Bank, particularly from the Jenin, Tulkarem, and Nur Shams refugee camp,[footnoteRef:11] as Israeli colonial violence concurrently increased therein since October 2023. The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel concluded that the forced displacement orders issued by the Israeli military in Gaza were “insufficient, unclear and conflicting and did not provide adequate time or support for safe evacuations”.[footnoteRef:12] Moreover, the aforementioned Commission found that “areas evacuated were attacked with no regard for those who could not or would not evacuate, and evacuees were targeted along evacuation routes and in designated safe zones”.[footnoteRef:13] Palestinians who did not evacuate and remained in their homes were also targeted, even though they do not lose their protected status under international law. This mass displacement has had a particularly adverse impact on the persons with disabilities, who face challenges in anticipating attacks, fleeing danger, relocating, or accessing medical care and humanitarian services. In May 2024, the Committee has declared that “[p]eople with disabilities in Gaza have been put in extreme distress with the expectation that they will be the first and the next to be killed because of the limited opportunities to flee or take part in evacuations due to their impairment.”[footnoteRef:14] [10:  Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory since 1967, Francesca Albanese, Anatomy of a Genocide, UN Document A/HRC/55/73, 1 July 2024.]  [11:  Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Francesca Albanese - Genocide as a colonial erasure, UN Doc. A/79/384, 1 October 2024.]  [12:  Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, 14 June 2024, UN Doc A/HRC/56/26, para. 100. ]  [13:  Ibid. ]  [14:  UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, “Gaza: Palestinians with disabilities fear being killed first, says UN committee”, 2 May 2024, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/05/gaza-palestinians-disabilities-fear-being-killed-first-says-un-committee. ] 

8. Between 2021 and 6 October 2023, Al-Haq documented the killing of 750 Palestinians by Israeli occupying forces and settlers, including 437 in the West Bank and 313 in the Gaza Strip. Between 7 October 2023 and 18 June 2025, Al-Haq documented the killing of 952 Palestinians in the West Bank by Israeli occupying forces and settlers, while the Palestinian Ministry of Health reported that 55,637 Palestinians were killed in the Gaza Strip, including persons with disabilities.
9. Based on daily reports from Emergency Medical Teams, the World Health Organisation estimated that between 10 January and 16 May 2024, approximately 25 percent of all injuries sustained were life-altering and required ongoing rehabilitation in the Gaza Strip, amounting to no fewer than 26,140 persons, as of 24 November 2024. Among these, between 13,455 and 17,550 people sustained severe limb injuries, while an estimated 3,105 to 4,050 — predominantly with lower limb injuries — underwent amputations. Moreover, around 2,000 suffered spinal cord and brain injuries, with another 2,000 burn injuries recorded, all of which are expected to result in permanent disabilities.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  World Health Organisation, Estimating Trauma Rehabilitation Needs in Gaza using injury Data from Emergency Medical Teams (30 July 2024), available at: https://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/palestine/Rehab-injury-estimate-Gaza.pdf. ] 

10. According to a report released by Save the Children, more than 1,000 children in Gaza underwent limb amputations during the first three months of the ongoing genocide – averaging more than 10 child amputees per day.[footnoteRef:16] This unprecedented number underscores the acute and disproportionate impact of the aggression on children, whose lives have been irreversibly altered through physical, visual, and hearing impairments, as well as traumatic limb loss. The number of children acquiring permanent disabilities is expected to rise further amid the ongoing genocide and the near-total collapse of Gaza’s health and rehabilitation infrastructure. [16:  Save the Children, “Gaza: More than 10 children a day lose a limb in three months of brutal conflict”, 7 January 2024, available at: https://www.savethechildren.net/news/gaza-more-10-children-day-lose-limb-three-months-brutal-conflict. ] 

III. Persons with disabilities in the face of the crime of genocide
11. The population of Palestinians with disabilities has grown at a staggering rate as a direct consequence of Israel’s systematic violations. Between 2007 and 2017, the number of persons with disabilities in the Gaza Strip doubled – from 24,608 to 48,140. As of the latest available figures, the total number of registered persons with disabilities reached 55,538, with physical disabilities accounting for 47 percent of all cases. Among these, approximately 2,000 adults had physical disabilities, representing around nine percent of all adults with such impairments, and about three percent of children under the age of 18. Notably, Israeli practices and military assaults on the Gaza Strip were cited as the cause of at least one form of disability for approximately six percent of persons aged 18 and above.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Palestinian News and Information Agency (Wafa), The Reality of Disability in Palestine, available in Arabic at: https://info.wafa.ps/pages/details/29817. ] 

12. Prior to October 2023, approximately 55 civil society organisations were actively serving persons with disabilities in the Gaza Strip, delivering vital services across a range of impairments. These included occupational therapy, medical and physical rehabilitation, and various forms of social and psychological support, reaching approximately 52,322 individuals. As of March 2024, due to the Israeli targeted destruction of disability-specific facilities, 11,822 persons with disabilities had lost access to services entirely, while an additional 38,000 experienced only partial access, and only 2,500 persons continued to receive comprehensive services.[footnoteRef:18] The Israeli forces have deliberately targeted health and humanitarian infrastructure dedicated to the provision of medical and rehabilitative services for persons with disabilities. Among the institutions damaged or destroyed were the Sheikh Hamad Hospital for Rehabilitation and Prosthetics, Al-Wafa Medical Rehabilitation and Specialised Surgery Hospital, Assistive Devices Centre of the Palestinian Medical Relief Society, main office of the General Union of Persons with Disabilities in the Northern Gaza Governorate, and Al-Amal City for Capacity Building of the Palestinian Red Crescent Society. In addition to destroying the adapted and accessible pathway for persons with disabilities to the beach, severe damage was also caused to numerous associations specialising in the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities, leaving them in need of full reconstruction in order to resume operations.[footnoteRef:19] [18:  Palestinian Observatory of Economic and Social Policies, Cutting Off Lifelines: Institutions Working on Disability under Conditions of Genocide, 27 March 2024. https://t.ly/eU_H4 (in Arabic).]  [19:  Al-Haq, “Sharp Increase in the Number of Persons with Disabilities Amid the Israeli Offensive Exacerbates Suffering and Reduces Chances of Survival”, 8 February 2024, available in Arabic at: https://www.alhaq.org/ar/advocacy/22636.html. ] 

13. In the oPt, many organisations are dedicated to advancing the rights of persons with disabilities, children, and the broader spectrum of human rights. However, these organisations operate in an environment of severe risk, where human rights defenders are routinely subjected to harassment, intimidation, and threats by Israeli occupying authorities and forces. In recent years, the Israeli occupying authorities have issued military orders outlawing several Palestinian human rights organisations, which has been widely condemned by UN experts and numerous States as a politically motivated and punitive measure that poses a grave threat to the work of human rights organisations and defenders. The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders expressed concern over the repressive practices of Israeli occupying forces towards human rights defenders in the oPt and called on Israel, as the occupying Power, to cease these violations.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  OHCHR, “Israel must safeguard human rights defenders in Occupied Palestinian Territory and within its borders – UN expert” 11 August 2021, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/08/israel-must-safeguard-human-rights-defenders-occupied-palestinian-territory?LangID=E&NewsID=27375. ] 

14. Like the rest of the population, Palestinians with disabilities have been subjected to arbitrary arrest and abuse by Israeli occupying forces.[footnoteRef:21] This include individuals with full or partial physical disabilities, intellectual, psychosocial, or mental impairments, as well as those with sensory disabilities, such as hearing or visual impairments. During their detention, persons with disabilities have endured various forms of torture and inhumane treatment, including prolonged shackling with metal chains, confinement in overcrowded and poorly ventilated cells, denial of access to essential assistive devices, and deliberate medical neglect. Available data indicates that some detainees have acquired permanent disabilities as a direct result of the abuse, torture, and systemic mistreatment they experienced in Israeli custody—practices that flagrantly violate international human rights and humanitarian law.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  Ibid. ]  [22:  Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs, “On the International Day of Persons with Disabilities: Detention and Imprisonment as Tools for Aggravating Disability”, 5 December 2021, available in Arabic at: https://www.cda.gov.ps/index.php/ar/52-slider-ar/10092-2021-12-05-08-38-23] 

15. Data from the Treatment and Rehabilitation Centre for Victims of Torture (TRC) indicates a significant surge in the number of Palestinians seeking mental health support following 7 October 2023. In 2024, the number of individuals accessing TRC services increased by 353 percent compared to previous years. This dramatic rise reflects the scale of psychological harm resulting from the ongoing events, particularly torture and flagrant violations committed against individuals, especially detainees. During the reporting period, the TRC provided specialised services to 828 survivors of torture who had been held in Israeli prisons. These individuals exhibited a range of acute psychological symptoms directly linked to the torture they endured. Notably, the proportion of cases requiring intensive psychological intervention rose from 32 percent before 7 October to 83 percent thereafter, signalling a dangerous rise in the prevalence of psychological disabilities—often invisible yet deeply debilitating. Statistics from the TRC’s records indicate that 90 percent of the released detainees had no pre-existing health conditions prior to their arrest. However, 60 percent developed physical or psychological conditions following their detention, underscoring the sudden and acquired nature of these impairments, caused by torture and systematic violations. This marked transformation aligns with the concept of disability as the outcome of interaction between a person and a violent or traumatic environment, rather than being inherently congenital. Consequently, psychological disorders that lead to mental disabilities have proliferated. TRC statistics show that among torture survivors, 83 percent suffer from clinical depression, 63 percent from post-traumatic stress disorder, and 37 percent from acute psychological distress.
16. The Israeli occupying forces have launched a large-scale assault on refugee camps, particularly in northern West Bank, including Jenin, Tulkarem, Nur Shams, Al-Far’a, Balata, Askar, and Ein Beit el-Ma in an attempt to dismantle the concept of refugeehood and to undermine the right of return for Palestinian refugees. During this attack, Israeli forces forcibly displaced around 40,000 Palestinian residents of these camps, including persons with disabilities, who were displaced without their assistive devices, mobility aids, or personal belongings. To date, they have not been permitted to return to their homes and have been compelled to seek shelter in schools, civil society centres, and educational institutions. Moreover, the Israeli occupying forces have carried out widespread demolitions of homes in these refugee camps.[footnoteRef:23] According to data from the General Union of Persons with Disabilities, 245 of its members were residing in Jenin refugee camp, 205 in Tulkarem camp, and 160 in Nur Shams camp prior to the ongoing assault. All have since been forcibly displaced their homes.[footnoteRef:24] [23:  United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), OCHA warns of continued severe humanitarian impact of Israeli military operation in the northern West Bank (in Arabic), United Nations News, 19 March 2025, available at: https://news.un.org/ar/story/2025/03/1139696]  [24:  General Union of Persons with Disabilities, Palestine, Data Statements (in Arabic).] 

17. Israel has enacted legislation aimed at dismantling the operations of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). This legislation effectively criminalises the work of UNRWA staff and it constitutes a deliberate assault on one of the most critical humanitarian institutions serving Palestinian refugees including across the West Bank, including eastern Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. UNRWA plays an indispensable role in the provision of education, health, relief, and social support. Its support for persons with disabilities, particularly within refugee camps, includes the operation of specialised centres and the distribution of assistive devices. By obstructing UNRWA’s operations, the Israeli authorities have directly undermined access to essential services for one of the most vulnerable segments of the refugee population—persons with disabilities. The enforced restrictions on UNRWA’s mandate are expected to significantly worsen existing protection gaps and the challenges faced by refugee Palestinians with disabilities.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  United Nations, Lazzarini: UNRWA ban will only worsen the already catastrophic living conditions of millions of Palestinians, https://palestine.un.org/en/288339-lazzarini-unrwa-ban-will-only-worsen-already-catastrophic-living-conditions-millions] 

IV. Destruction of the health and education sectors
18. According to the report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, between 7 October 2023 and 30 July 2024, the Israeli occupying forces carried out 498 attacks on healthcare facilities in the Gaza Strip. In the West Bank, the World Health Organisation documented 520 attacks on medical and primary health care facilities. These attacks resulted in the killing and injury of hundreds, impeding the provision of services to the Palestinian population, including persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, UN Doc. A/79/232, 27 July 2024, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/A/79/232 ] 

19. The ongoing genocide against the Gaza Strip has led to the destruction of Gaza’s already fragile and deteriorating healthcare system, weakened by the prolonged blockade. It has resulted in long-term adverse effects on the civilian population’s rights to health and life. Attacks on healthcare facilities and infrastructure have constituted a central component of the occupation, violating international humanitarian law, the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, and the ICJ Advisory Opinion of 2024. These impingements have included the killing, injury, arrest, ill-treatment, and torture of medical personnel; targeting of ambulances, health workers, and service providers; destruction of infrastructure; and obstruction of access to medical supplies and equipment. These actions have created a catastrophic healthcare crisis, disproportionately affecting persons with disabilities who require specialised care, assistive devices, and rehabilitation services. The destruction of wheelchairs, prosthetics, and other essential equipment, alongside the collapse of services in displacement settings, has compounded the humanitarian emergency for Palestinians with disabilities in the Gaza Strip.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Ibid.] 

20. Between 7 October 2023 and 25 February 2025, Israeli attacks on educational facilities across the Gaza Strip resulted in damage to 403 educational buildings, affecting 70 percent of school premises. In the West Bank, 141 schools were subjected to attacks and vandalism by Israeli occupying forces and settlers, with several being repurposed as military bases or launch sites for Israeli military attacks. These acts have severely disrupted the educational process, resulting in widespread school closures and a complete halt to formal education in the Gaza Strip. As a result, 658,000 children—among them thousands of children with disabilities—have been entirely deprived of their right to education for 21 consecutive months. Students with disabilities enrolled in universities have also been affected. The Independent International Commission of Inquiry concluded that the destruction of the educational system in Gaza forms part of a broader pattern of harm directed at educational facilities and personnel across the oPt.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, UN Doc. A/HRC/59/26, 12 March 2025, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/59/26 ] 

21. The education system in the West Bank, including eastern Jerusalem, has also suffered from escalating military attacks by Israeli occupying forces. These include direct assaults on schools, harassment of students, checkpoints, demolitions, and settler attacks, obstructing access to education. Moreover, the displacement of around 40,000 Palestinians from refugee camps in northern West Bank has contributed to widespread educational deprivation.[footnoteRef:29] As a result, thousands of children, including those with disabilities, have been denied access to safe, inclusive, and continuous learning environments, in clear violation of their right to education under international law. [29:  Ibid.] 

V. Persons with disabilities in the face of starvation
22. Persons with disabilities are particularly affected by Israel’s weaponization of starvation in the Gaza Strip, causing severe consequences for the health of children and persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:30] The World Food Programme has noted that Palestine was facing a protracted and complex humanitarian protection crisis. Since early October 2023, more than 90 percent of Palestinians in Gaza has been experiencing acute food insecurity, with estimates indicating that 2.15 million Palestinians are at crisis levels of hunger or worse.[footnoteRef:31] [30:  Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Press statement to Al Jazeera, 2 April 2025, available at: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1213523377158031 (in Arabic).]  [31:  World Food Programme, Official country page: Palestine – Press Releases, available at: https://www.wfp.org/countries/palestine?_ga=2.109377413.1854014889.1750912031-304228923.1750912031 ] 

23. Since the start of 2025, the Israeli occupying forces have intensified restrictions and denied the entry of humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip and northern West Bank, further exacerbating the suffering of Palestinians and worsening the already dire economic conditions of persons with disabilities. In the Gaza Strip, Israel, backed by the United States, has weaponised aid, through denying the entry of supplies brought in by impartial, international humanitarian organisations, and establishing militarised distribution points that are manned by Israeli forces and armed companies, thereby, excluding UN agencies operating in the field. Distribution points were established near the perimeter fence of the Gaza Strip, with significant obstacles placed to prevent access to border areas. Moreover, Palestinians attempting to reach these distribution points to get food for their starving families have be deliberately targeted. This has created substantial barriers for persons with disabilities in accessing humanitarian assistance. On 24 June 2025, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights issued a statement, which read “Desperate, hungry people in Gaza continue to face the inhumane choice of either starving to death or risk being killed while trying to get food. Since the “Gaza Humanitarian Foundation” started operating on 27 May, the Israeli military has shelled and shot Palestinians trying to reach the distribution points, leading to many fatalities. Reportedly, over 410 Palestinians have been killed as a result. At least 93 others have also been reportedly killed by the Israeli army while attempting to approach the very few aid convoys of the UN and other humanitarian organisations. At least 3,000 Palestinians have been injured in these incidents.”[footnoteRef:32] [32:  OHCHR, “Gaza: Palestinians seeking food continue to be killed by Israeli military”, 24 June 2025, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2025/06/gaza-palestinians-seeking-food-continue-be-killed-israeli-military. ] 

24. On 28 May 2025, the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) for the oPt issued a statement on Gaza, noting that “[a] new militarized distribution system has just been launched. As we have stated, it does not align with humanitarian principles, it puts people at risk, and it will not meet people’s needs, or dignity, across Gaza.” Calling on Israel to treat civilians humanely, respect their inherent dignity, facilitate the delivery of aid, and refrain from forced displacement, the HCT further emphasised: “We need predictable and at-scale aid to flow through multiple crossings all the way to communities, as we have done in the past. We need unimpeded access. And we need all humanitarian partners, including UNRWA, to be enabled to provide supplies and, critically, services. Supplies on their own do not amount to an effective humanitarian response. It is essential to ensure the uninterrupted delivery of services across Gaza.”[footnoteRef:33] [33:  UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OCHA), “Statement by the Humanitarian Country Team of the Occupied Palestinian Territory on Gaza”, 28 May 2025, available at: https://www.ochaopt.org/content/statement-humanitarian-country-team-occupied-palestinian-territory-gaza ] 

25. Within the context of the ongoing genocide, the water and sanitation crisis is one of the most severe challenges facing Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Persons with disabilities, particularly women with disabilities, are experiencing catastrophic conditions due to the acute shortage of water and sanitation crisis, which fails to accommodate their specific needs. Persons with disabilities in shelters also suffer from the use of public toilets that are not adapted to their needs. Furthermore, schools that are being used as shelters are materially unfit for their use.[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  Reem T. Abu Shomar, Beyond Survival: The WASH Crisis in Gaza and the Need for Ceasefire and International Action, Institute for Palestine Studies, available at: https://www.palestine-studies.org/en/node/1656538 ] 

VI. Destruction of property and collective punishment
26. Israel, the occupying Power, continues to systematically violate international law through the widespread and deliberate destruction of Palestinian property. According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), nearly 11,000 Palestinian structures have been demolished since 2009 in the occupied Palestinian territory. Of these, 4,500 structures were residential buildings inhabited by Palestinians; more than 3,000 were agricultural structures; and approximately 100 were classified as infrastructure facilities, including water installations, wells, and sanitation facilities. The Israeli occupying forces categorise these demolitions under two main classifications: the first being punitive demolitions in response to acts allegedly committed by a family member deemed “unlawful” by the occupying authorities; and the second under the pretext of lacking building permits. The demolition of residential structures has devastating effects on persons with disabilities, resulting in the loss of housing, safety, privacy, and adapted environments essential for daily living. Many are displaced to shelters or to homes that are inaccessible and unsuitable for their needs, compounding their marginalisation and suffering.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Human Rights Council, Human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem: Collective Punishment, UN Doc. A/HRC/44/66, 15 July 2020.] 

27. Despite criticisms by the UN Security Council, General Assembly, Human Rights Council, Special Procedures, and human rights treaty bodies, Israel, the occupying Power, continues to adopt a policy of collective punishment as a tool of exerting control over Palestinians. The land, sea, and air blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip represents the most extensive policy of collective punishment targeting more than two million people, exacerbating the suffering of the Palestinian population over decades. In addition, the occupying forces pursue a policy of closing cities and villages, setting up checkpoints, and isolating villages and towns by controlled gates that restrict and designate specific times for Palestinians to move between towns and cities. Israel further imposes and implements a policy of travel bans against Palestinians, as well as curfews on entire communities. Moreover, Israel continues to perpetrate its policy of withholding of the bodies of killed Palestinian to be used as bargaining chips,[footnoteRef:36] in what amounts to prohibited collective punishment, and to torture and ill-treatment, as concluded by the Human Rights Committee.[footnoteRef:37] In doing so, Israel punishes the dead punishes the dead “by deeming their bodies disposable, ungrievable, [unmournable] and unworthy of a dignified treatment, [which constitutes] a form of cruel dehumanization and othering that targets the erasure and expropriation of their memory and the disciplining of their community”.[footnoteRef:38] Prohibited under international humanitarian law, collective punishment inflicts severe hardship on persons with disabilities, depriving them of freedom of movement and access to essential services, including healthcare in medical facilities, and access to schools and universities. They are also denied the right to travel abroad to receive medical treatment or pursue education.[footnoteRef:39] [36:  Al-Haq, “Palestinian Organisations Send Submission to the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions on Israel’s Continued Oppression of Palestinians Beyond Their Killing”, 17 February 2024, available at: https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/22679.html. ]  [37:  Human Rights Committee, “Concluding observations on the fifth periodic report of Israel”, 5 May 2022, UN Doc CCPR/C/ISR/CO/5, para. 32.]  [38:  Al-Haq, “Joint submission to EMRIP and UN experts on the Israeli policy of withholding the mortal remains of indigenous Palestinians”, 22 June 2020, available at: https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/17033.html. ]  [39:  Human Rights Council, Human Rights Situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory: Report of the Special Rapporteur, UN Doc. A/HRC/44/60, 17 July 2020.] 

28. The Annexation Wall constructed by Israel in the West Bank since 2002 constitutes a serious obstacle to the enjoyment of rights by persons with disabilities. It restricts their freedom of daily movement and mobility, particularly their access to schools, hospitals, and places of employment. The Wall also isolates population centres, separates Palestinian families from one another, and eliminates contiguity between Palestinian towns and villages. Moreover, it has produced a form of cultural dislocation, most notably through the displacement of Bedouin communities from their areas of residence in the Jordan Valley and areas east of Jerusalem. Students with disabilities face increasing difficulties in accessing basic services due to the military checkpoints and gates erected in cities as well as in villages located behind the Wall.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights, The Apartheid Wall and the Palestinian Family (in Arabic), available at: https://badil.org/ar/publications/haq-al-awda/issues/items/2075.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com (in Arabic); Roya Center for Political Development, The Impact of the Apartheid Wall on the Social Life of Palestinians, available at: https://2u.pw/I1BLS (in Arabic).] 

29. The crime of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity being committed by Israel, the occupying Power, in the oPt against Palestinians, including persons with disabilities, protected under international law. These crimes are designed to bring about the destruction and annihilation, infliction of serious harm, partial or total destruction, and forced displacement of the Palestinian people as a group. In addition to violating their right to life, Palestinians’ freedom of movement is restricted by the Annexation Wall and military checkpoints, denying Palestinians’ access to essential services such as education and healthcare. Violations have also resulted from repeated military attacks on the West Bank, including refugee camps. In light of the foregoing, Al-Haq calls upon the Committee, in accordance with Article 11 of the Convention, to take the necessary measures to ensure that State Parties comply with their obligations in situations of armed conflict. Al-Haq further calls upon the Committee to exercise its mandate under Article 40(1) of the Convention, convene a special conference of State Parties to examine the violations by Israel, the occupying Power, of its obligations under the Convention in the oPt and assess its legal responsibility as an occupying Power to ensure the protection and safeguard rights of Palestinians with disabilities without discrimination, especially amid an ongoing genocide. All of these practices constitute grave violations of the Convention, especially in light of findings by UN experts, the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, the arrest warrants issued by the International Criminal Court against the Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, and former Minister of Defence, Yoav Gallant, the ICJ’s three legally-binding provisional measures orders, and reports from international and national human rights institutions.
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