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Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

	On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, I would like to welcome you to the one hundred and twenty-ninth session, the first ever online session of the Human Rights Committee. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the suspension of your last session in March, this Committee has demonstrated how treaty bodies can advance their crucial work through creative working methods. Indeed, you carried on and concluded your sessional work, including the adoption of the concluding observations, list of issues and list of issues prior to reporting as well as individual communications, through distance working. The Working Group on Individual Communications has just concluded on Friday its one week session through the online platform. The Working Group met for six hours a day and considered 44 draft individual communications. 
Moreover, during the inter-sessional period, your Committee adopted a substantive statement on derogations from the Covenant in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic reminding States parties of the requirements and conditions laid down in article 4 of the Covenant and explained in your General Comments, particularly General Comment No. 29 (2001) on states of emergency.   The statement was well received by States parties as it provided timely guidance during an unprecedented global crises.  
Distinguished members, 
Allow me now to refer to the review of the human rights treaty body system. The 2020 review of the treaty body system was launched on 2 June by the co-facilitators, the Permanent Representatives of Morocco and Switzerland to the United Nations in New York, appointed by the President of the General Assembly, the Permanent Representative of Nigeria. The High Commissioner attended the launch and highlighted the opportunity of using the treaty body review to draw on the many proposals already put forward, including by the Chairs themselves in their vision agreed at their meeting in 2019. 
The treaty body Chairs and focal points held an informal online meeting from 2 to 5 June to discuss the 2020 review of the treaty body system and innovative working methods and substantive input of treaty bodies in relation to COVID-19. In her opening remarks, the High Commissioner acknowledged the extraordinary work accomplished by the treaty bodies during the COVID-19 crisis to implement their mandates to the maximum extent possible by working remotely despite significant challenges. The High Commissioner also encouraged the treaty bodies to seize the crisis as an opportunity to rethink and expand working methods to have more impact and visibility on the ground. 
The Chairs agreed that the innovative approaches and the partial shift to on-line work achieved by treaty bodies in the COVID-19 context have been positive steps forward. However, they highlighted that the necessary prerequisites for online meetings must be met, including a secure online platform with simultaneous interpretation and the provision of accessibility for persons with disabilities such as captioning and sign-language interpretation. In this regard, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our colleagues at Conference Services, who made it possible to benefit from interpretation services for your current session.
On 4 June, OHCHR organized an online technical and informative briefing for Member States on the 2020 Review. Your Chair along with other Chairs made presentations, outlining the Chairs’ vision for the treaty body system, including the establishment of predictable review cycles by all Committees to facilitate regular engagement with all States parties as provided for in the treaties. OHCHR presented challenges, such as the need for a forward-looking formula for the allocation of resources to implement the predictable review calendar and a number of key mandated activities, including preventive visits by the SPT and urgent actions by the Committee on Enforced Disappearances which General Assembly resolution 68/268 did not cover.
The co-facilitators in their letter of 11 June 2020 have indicated the timeline for the review. They will seek written contributions from Member States and hold informal consultations in July in New York and Geneva. They will also hold dialogues with OHCHR, treaty bodies, civil society, National Human Rights Institutions and other stakeholders to seek their contributions. This will be an opportunity for the voice of treaty bodies to be heard, including on the issue of adequate financial resources for you to be able to carry out your mandated activities. A non-exhaustive list of issues that can be used as a guide in formulating the submissions has already been sent to stakeholders. The co-facilitators are planning to draft the report and outline recommendations to the current President of the General Assembly during the month of August.
Distinguished members, 
Due to the health risks and travel restrictions related to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, OHCHR, in coordination with the United Nations Office at Geneva, has announced that physical meetings requiring the travel of participants will be suspended until the end of this summer. Despite recent positive developments in Europe and some other parts of the world, the pandemic is likely to persist and there is a possibility of a second wave of COVID-19 during the second half of the year. As it cannot be predicted how the situation will evolve, the treaty bodies have to be prepared for all possible scenarios, including the worst-case scenario that no more in-person meetings can be convened this year.
In addition, the current liquidity crisis facing the United Nations is likely to exacerbate this situation. The persistent late and underpayment of assessed contributions has reached the stage where the continuation of activities is being disrupted by the lack of resources. In this regard, I wish to warmly thank you for your genuine commitment to keep the treaty body system functioning by carrying on your during this online session in order to avoid a protection gap in the enjoyment of civil and political rights by all. The pandemic should not paralyze the treaty body system when it is needed most.
Distinguished members, 
You have a busy agenda ahead of you, made all the more challenging by the fact that you are working in different time zones, spanning 14 hours. You will continue your second and final reading of draft General Comment 37 on article 21 of ICCPR, the right of peaceful assembly. Your discussions will take place in unprecedented times. The COVID-19 pandemic, and restrictions on freedom of assembly in countries across the world, as well as protests in several countries, following the death of George Floyd, have raised multiple and intersecting challenges and opportunities in relation to the right to peaceful assembly. As the global context informing law and practice in relation to freedom of peaceful assembly changes with significant speed and force, ensuring the quality and visibility of the Committee's General Comment is vital. 
Of relevance to the Committee’s discussions on the draft General Comment, the High Commissioner published a report last week examining the impact of new technologies on the promotion and protection of human rights in the context of assemblies, including peaceful protests. The report highlights that facial recognition, less-lethal weapons and other new technologies must not be used to prevent people’s right to protest peacefully and participate in public affairs.
Distinguished Members, 

I extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive online session.

Thank you.
_____
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