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Dear members of the CRPD Committee,
The UN Secretary General has stressed the need for bold changes in humanitarian action as the only way to meet the enormous challenges we will face in the coming years and decades:

· Urbanisation, population growth, environmental degradation, conflict, climate change and resource scarcity are adding to the consequences of underdevelopment, poverty and inequality, leaving people more and more vulnerable.
· Natural disasters happen more often, do more damage, last longer, and in many places recur before people have even had a chance to recover.
· The number of people in need of humanitarian assistance around the world has doubled in just ten years. More people are displaced by conflict than at any time since 1945. 
The World Humanitarian Summit will take place in Istanbul on 23 - 24 May 2016. It will bring together humanitarian stakeholders in their diversity to build a more inclusive, diverse and truly global humanitarian system that can meet the needs of those affected by crisis in a timely and effective manner. 
The extensive multi-stakeholders  consultation phase of the preparation process, planned in 2014 and 2015 is now coming towards its end. It was organised around 8 regional consultations, a team of thematic experts, and a number of so-called “specialised consultations” about cross-cutting or specific topics.
End of July 2015 was set as the final deadline for the World Humanitarian Summit Secretariat to collect the contributions from the various consultations. A global consultation event will be held from 14th to 16th of October in Geneva. The objective is to bring together the results of the thematic expert groups and of the various consultations into a set of concrete recommendations for the future.

These recommendations will be integrated in a final report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, due to be released in December this year and that will set the agenda for the summit.
To contribute to this process and to help shape a more disability-inclusive humanitarian response, Handicap International, together with International Development and Disability Consortium (IDDC) and International Disability Alliance (IDA), has been working with the World Humanitarian Summit Secretariat to organise a specialised consultation on disability. This has been carried out from April to June 2015 around a set of three questionnaires targeted at persons with disabilities, Disabled People’s Organisations and humanitarian actors. It has provided opportunities to raise issues pertaining to disability in humanitarian contexts with various stakeholders of the summit process and it has resulted in a report feeding into the official consultation process.
This consultation, organised around a short period of time, with online modalities, has of course its limitations: the balance in geographical coverage, the possibility to reach grassroots organizations or concerned persons or structures in particularly difficult contexts may not be optimal, and there might certainly be a bias linked to the fact that the mainstream humanitarian actors responding were those likely to be already most involved on disability issues. But surveys were translated into 4 languages and widely disseminated on the field by Handicap International’s teams and with a lot of support also from IDDC and IDA. We received a significant number of replies from different regions of the world and the result can prove a valuable advocacy tool within the World Humanitarian Summit process and beyond.
Its main findings show that persons with disabilities are strongly impacted when a crisis occurs and it confirms that they too often fall through the cracks of humanitarian response with no adequate access to basic assistance and specific services. The report also shows that a fair number of mainstream humanitarian organisations are aware of the fact that persons with disabilities are not properly taken into account in humanitarian response. But it also shows that despite the real efforts these actors are making, they face significant challenges to make their assistance truly inclusive.
The study also highlights of course the wide range of activities and the key role played by Disabled People’s Organisations in raising awareness on the rights of persons with disabilities and providing expertise to help better understand and respond to their needs.
Increased partnership and increased coordination between mainstream actors, specialised actors and Disabled people’s Organisations are seen by a majority of respondents as a key issue.

Finally, the report identifies a number of practical recommendations targeted at humanitarian actors as a whole, including international and local NGOs and UN agencies, governments of crisis affected countries, and governments and donors supporting emergency response.
The global outcome of the World Humanitarian Summit must lead to a real change in disability-related policies and practices in the humanitarian community as a whole, including with improved consultation and participation of persons with disabilities and strengthened role of Disabled People’s Organisations:
· The disability perspective should be part of the discussions at the upcoming global consultation in Geneva and the 2016 Istanbul final Summit. Participation from persons with disabilities to these both events should be promoted.

· The upcoming report from the UN Secretary General should specifically address inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities in humanitarian response, as a human right imperative and a core component of a principled, effective humanitarian aid.

· The final outcome of the Summit should provide strong incentive for humanitarian actors to effectively change their policies and practices.
The CRPD Committee could play an important role in:
· Issuing  a Statement stressing the need for the World Humanitarian Summit process to truly include a disability perspective, and highlighting key elements of a disability inclusive response (identification, inclusive needs assessments, consultation of persons with disabilities at all stages and participation in decision making processes, accessibility of humanitarian assistance and availability of specific services, inclusive coordination mechanisms, inclusive policies, funding and guidelines, increased role of Disabled People’s Organisations…).

· Engaging in a dialogue with key stakeholders in the World Humanitarian Summit: the Chief of the World Humanitarian Summit Secretariat, the United Nations' Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, the chair of the High Level Panel on Humanitarian Funding.
· Officially participating in the upcoming global consultation in Geneva and in the 2016 Istanbul final Summit.
· And encouraging States Parties to commit towards more inclusive humanitarian policies and practices within the process leading to the World Humanitarian Summit.
Thank you for your attention.

