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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the Concluding Observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State Report and List of Issues.
ICELAND

Iceland has signed but not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
IDA suggested Recommendations :
· Take steps to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.

Articles 2 and 26

· Adopt legal measures which explicitly prohibit disability-based discrimination, including the denial of reasonable accommodation (see Article 5 on non-discrimination, CRPD)

Articles 3 and 7

· Address the heightened risk for women and children with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence and abuse, and adopt urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and children with disabilities.

Articles 7 and 9

· Take steps to remove children with disabilities from institutions and to develop community based services and support to ensure that families can care for their children at home.  

Articles 2, 7, 10 and 26

· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, are based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law. Ensure that reproductive health services are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that all non-consensual treatment, including that for which consent is given by a third party, is not permitted by law.
Article 14

· Ensure the effective access to justice for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, including through the provision of procedural and age-appropriate accommodations and support, in order to facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect participants, including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, in accordance with Article 13 of the CRPD.

Article 16

· Reform the law in accordance with Article 16, ICCPR and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of persons with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify any person from exercising his or her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned. (See also report of Special Rapporteur on Torture, 28 July 2008, A/63/175, paras 73 and 44)
State report
Select disability references in the state report:

9. Mention may be made of the following judgements which have been passed since Iceland’s fourth report was submitted, and in which reference was made to the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights or use was made of its provisions:

(a) Supreme Court Judgement of 20 February 2006 in Case No. 98/2006, which concerned the deprivation of personal competence and the administration of medication by force in case of mentally ill individual. The district court judgement had referred to article 67 of the Constitution regarding personal liberty and also to article 9 ICCPR and article 5 ECHR;
16. Iceland has signed or ratified various new international instruments on or relating to human rights since the delivery of the fourth periodic report, and has taken, or is preparing, the necessary legislative or other measures for implementing them. Those of significance will now be enumerated, stating the time of ratification or signature:

(f) The 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Date of signature: 30 March 2007;  (g) Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of 13 December 2006. Date of signature: 30 March 2007;

17. Below follows a brief summary of applications considered on their merits by the ECHR since the delivery of the fourth periodic report, and of applications which were declared inadmissible, with the reasons given for this decision by the Court’s chamber. All of them concern rights also afforded protection by the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and are therefore relevant for mention here. The Government acted on these conclusions by paying compensation and amending legislation where appropriate: ..

(b) Kjartan Ásmundsson v. Iceland, 12 October 2004 (No. 60669/00). Legislation had amended the rules on the calculation of disability assessment, with the result that the applicant’s disability benefit payments were discontinued; this was considered by the Court as constituting discrimination, so violating Article 1 of Protocol 1 regarding the peaceful enjoyment of one’s possessions; 

90. Icelandic law provides for measures to protect persons other than those deprived of liberty on account of suspicion of criminal conduct, or serving a prison sentence, from torture or other inhuman treatment; the danger of such treatment is deemed not only to exist in prisons, but also, for example, where persons have been deprived of their liberty by reason of mental illness and committed to hospitals against their will, or where adolescent persons, not responsible under criminal law, have against their will been committed to institutions. Such danger is also deemed to exist where an individual is placed in full personal charge of another individual, or where a person is dependent on another person by reason of his or her sensitive position. Situations that may be examined in this context include the treatment of children in homes or schools and of patients in hospitals. The law responds to this, to some extent, by protective provisions regulating such situations in order to prevent cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. 

153. Supreme Court Judgement of 20 February 2006, in Case No. 98/2006 concerned the forcible administration of medication to a woman who had been committed to a psychiatric ward. The district court’s arguments had made reference to article 71 of the Constitution, stating that it was to be interpreted in the light of article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights and article 17 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
List of issues
10. Please provide information on the impact of the amendments introduced to the General Penal Code (CCPR/C/ISL/5, paras. 32-37) on combating violence against women, in particular sexual violence, including rape. Please also indicate to what extent the new Executive Order No. 122/2008, which entered into force on 1 January 2009, is applied and the measures taken by the State party to inform women  about the existence of this  legislation (para. 37). In addition, please provide information on (a) the number of  complaints received; (b) investigations carried out; (c) types of penalties imposed; and (d)  compensation awarded to the victims. Furthermore, please provide information on any other steps taken to combat domestic violence, such as training for judges, prosecutors, police and health officers, awareness-raising campaigns for women on their rights and available remedies. 
11. Please provide information on the achievements made by the National Action Plan against Domestic and Sexual  Violence in addressing violence against women. Please provide information on measures taken to allocate sufficient financial resources for the assistance and protection of women victims of violence, in particular to the Emergency shelters. 

12. Please provide information on specific measures taken by the State party to: a) protect immigrant female victims of domestic violence, including rape; and b) inform them of their rights, in particular their rights to lodge a complaint and to seek assistance.
13. Please describe the results of the different measures taken by the State party to combat sexual and other forms of violence against children, in particular the results of the work of the Government Agency for Child Protection and other child committees, as well as the cases investigated and sanctioned by the courts on this issue. Please also indicate the effective impact of the Child Protection Act No. 80/2002 on preventing and combating violence against children (CCPR/C/ISL/5, paras. 184 and 187).
14. Please indicate efforts taken by the State party to introduce in its domestic legislation all elements of the definition of torture,  in line with the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
15. Please indicate whether the State party intends to modify its legislation to ensure the separation of juvenile pretrial detainees from adults in detention facilities, and female from male detainees in prisons (CCPR/C/ISL/5, para. 112). Please indicate measures taken by the State party to address prison conditions in some facilities, including overcrowding. Please also indicate steps taken to avoid the excessive use of solitary confinement of detained persons.
ANNEX- Disability references in Concluding Observations with respect to Iceland
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, 58th session, CRC/C/ISL/CO/3-4, 2011
3.
The Committee welcomes/notes as positive the adoption of the following legislative measures: 

(i)
The Act No.22/2006 on payments to parents of chronically ill or severely disabled children and its amendment by Act No.158/2007; and

29.
In light of the Committee’s general comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child to be heard, the Committee recommends the State party to adopt regulations governing the functioning, role and mandate of youth councils and to ensure that children’s views are given due consideration in courts, schools, relevant administrative and other processes concerning children and in the home, including children with disabilities, immigrant children or children in other vulnerable situations.

Children with disabilities 

34.
The Committee welcomes Act No.22/2006 and amendments thereto in 2007, providing payment to parents of chronically ill or severely disabled children as well as its efforts to integrate children with disabilities in regular schools. However, the Committee is concerned that access to services by children with disabilities may be limited by public allocations. The Committee also regrets lack of data on children with disabilities disaggregated by types of disabilities, age and gender.

35.
In light of its general comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006), the Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Continue and strengthen measures to include children with disabilities in all areas of life;

(b)
Ensure that children with disabilities are provided with all necessary support and services without undue delay and financial constraints should not be an obstacle in accessing services;

(c)
Ensure that data collected on persons with disabilities is disaggregated also by the nature of the disability, age and gender; and

(d)
Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol without delay.

46.
The Committee welcomes numerous legislative acts adopted by the State party aimed at strengthening the best of interest of the child in education and promoting the welfare of children in schools. However, the Committee is concerned that 

a) the recent cutbacks may leave children with special needs, including children with disabilities, with less attention; 

b) children are often subjected to serious and protracted bullying without satisfactory and clear steps of action taken by school authorities; and 

c) the drop-out of immigrant children from upper secondary schools remains a problem.

47.
Taking into account its general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take necessary measures to meet the need of children with special needs, including training for teachers who work with children with special needs, including children with disabilities;

(b)
Enhance the measures undertaken to combat all forms of bullying and harassment, by improving school regulations towards misbehaving as well as improving the capacity of teachers, all those working at schools and students to accept diversity and improve their conflict resolution skills;

(c)
Strengthen measures to address the problem of immigrant children drop-outs from upper secondary schools.
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