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Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, I am pleased to welcome you to Geneva and declare open the one hundred and forty-fourth session of the Human Rights Committee. 
This session it is taking place in extremely challenging times for human rights globally. At the opening of the 59th session of the Human Rights Council earlier this month, the High Commissioner highlighted “spiralling conflicts”, “social tensions”, “widespread discrimination” and “attacks on the international institutions that underpin our rights, including the International Criminal Court”. He expressed further concern about funding cuts affecting his Office, the human rights mechanisms, and our civil society partners. 
The High Commissioner affirmed that there is an alternative, and this is “more human rights – not less”.  He appealed for the strongest possible defence of international law and human rights, emphasizing that human rights provide stability and security in troubled times and that they are guardrails on power, especially when it is unleashed in its most brutal forms[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  HC Türk updates Human Rights Council: "We need the strongest possible defence of international law and human rights”] 


Distinguished Members,
As you are aware, the Human Rights Council is holding its 59th session at the moment, considering issues such as racism and racial discrimination, civic space, climate change, violence and discrimination against women and girls, peaceful assembly and association, and freedom of expression, among others. 
On 17 June, the High Commissioner presented his annual report (A/HRC/59/20) where he stressed that “The global consensus around international norms and institutions continues to face serious threats” and that “Parties to conflict continue to violate human rights at scale, with international human rights law and international humanitarian law dismissed and discarded, blatantly and repeatedly” and that “the global consensus on human rights and international legal frameworks and institutions is facing increasing threats”. He stated that “In this troubled and turbulent context, a global coalition is needed to demonstrate an unequivocal commitment, anchored in human rights, to international order and the rule of law.”
Last week, the Council also held interactive dialogues with Special Procedures. The Special Rapporteur on freedom of peaceful assembly and association presented her report on the “Impact of the 2023-2025 “super election” cycle on the rights of peaceful assembly and association” (A/HRC59/44). The report highlights how the “Newly elected Governments, aiming to consolidate their power, sought to further weaken civic activism and eradicate and silence criticism, by restricting access to funding, stigmatizing and criminalizing civil society actors working on democracy and human rights. 
The Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression presented her report on “Freedom of expression and elections in the digital age” (A/HRC/59/50), which highlights that while “Lies, exaggeration and propaganda during elections are not new”, “The game changers are digital technology and social media platforms, which are enabling and amplifying the degradation of the electoral information environment and impeding the equal participation of citizens”. 
On 25 June, an interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers will be held on “The right of Indigenous Peoples to maintain and develop justice systems” (A/HRC/59/52). 
Mr. Chairperson,
When I am not representing the Secretary-General, I am the Chief of the Anti-Racial Discrimination Section in the Rule of Law, Equality and Non-Discrimination Branch.  I will therefore take this opportunity to focus on the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, which is at the heart of the work of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  
This year marks the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), the first international human rights treaty adopted by the General Assembly on 21 December 1965. This year’s commemoration of International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination was dedicated to this important anniversary.  The office highlighted the need for renewed commitment to the Convention, stronger implementation, and inclusive dialogue to advance racial justice.  A series of global events were held to mark the occasion, including commemorations in New York and Geneva. To sustain momentum, a year-long campaign was launched to celebrate the Convention’s achievements over the past six decades and to address the challenges that persist. As part of this initiative, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) will host a commemorative event on 4 December and will conclude the 60th anniversary commemorations.
CERD is also elaborating a new General recommendation “regarding reparations for the historical injustices from the chattel enslavement of Africans, and the ensuing harms and crimes to people of African Descent”. The issue of reparatory justice for legacies of enslavement, the trade in enslaved Africans, colonialism and successive racially discriminatory policies and systems is central to work of several UN human rights mechanisms, notably the UN Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent and the Permanent Forum on People of African Descent. Further, the High Commissioner for Human Rights will present a report in September/October to the Human Rights Council focusing on reparatory justice. 
The Office has stepped up its work on fighting racism in the field of sport. In March and May of this year, we organized two regional consultations for Europe and Latin America in Brussels and in Mexico City, respectively. Informed by these consultations as well as various sport and racism workstreams and contributions, the High Commissioner will also present a report on a world of sport free from racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance pursuant to resolution 54/25 to the Human Rights Council September/October session. 
On 3 July, at the current Human Rights Council session, the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism will present her report on intersectionality from a racial justice perspective and her latest report on combating glorification of Nazism, neo-Nazism and other practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, as well as a report on her country visit to Brazil.
The Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of Complementary Standards to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination held its 15th session in April and May. During this session, the Committee continued to make progress in advancing the development of a draft additional protocol to the Convention, aimed at criminalizing acts of a racist and xenophobic nature. For the first time, the Committee engaged in substantive discussions on elements of draft provisions defining key offences such as hate speech and hate crimes, as well as on the formulation of definitions for racial profiling, xenophobia, and xenophobic discrimination. This shift marked tangible progress in the implementation of the Committee’s mandate to strengthen the international legal framework for combating racial discrimination.
This work is taking place in an increasingly challenging context globally. While recent years had seen growing momentum for racial justice, we are now witnessing a rollback on racial justice commitments in some contexts. As noted by the High Commissioner to mark the 60th anniversary of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination: “Despite significant progress, the Convention's promise remains unfulfilled for many... Racism and white supremacy continue to poison our communities, politics, media and online platforms.” As this Committee is well aware, racism is manifested in many ways, including through violations of civil and political rights. We therefore count on this Committee to continue its important contribution to the fight against racism and hope that the work of the anti-racism mechanisms prove helpful in this regard.
Distinguished Members,
Let me turn to the very difficult issue of the funding and liquidity crisis and its implications for your work. For those Treaty bodies with three annual sessions including this Committee, OHCHR will not be able to secure the funding to hold their third sessions this year. The office received only 73% of its approved regular budget in 2025, a further decrease from the 87% of its approved regular budget received in 2024. As most of these funds are needed to cover contractual liabilities, particularly staff costs, the amount available for meetings and activities is simply inadequate. Next year also risks seeing a continuation of this trend.

The liquidity situation is a system-wide crisis. UNOG Conference Services has also faced dramatic cuts, leading it to adopt cash conservative measures that will impact the conference support provided to the UN human rights treaty bodies, particularly in terms of documentation, meeting time and interpretation. By these measures, we are called upon to implement an overall reduction of 10% of official meetings and documentation.

We are keenly aware that the reductions of the allotments will impact the treaty bodies' ability to hold dialogues with States Parties and to take decisions on individual communications, resulting in further delays and backlogs. Another area where cuts are being made is in treaty body capacity building activities, which provide valuable support for States to report to and interact with the treaty bodies. The capacity building programme has been affected by the liquidity crisis since mid-2023. While the programme resorted to online delivery of technical assistance, regions from where many requests were received and the needs are greatest are also those where lack of reliable Internet connectivity and equipment for civil servants prevented us from organizing online capacity building activities. All this causes real damage to the predictability of the reporting cycle, which as repeated many times is critically important to enable States, civil society organization and right holders to engage effectively with the treaty bodies.

Therefore, given the overall reduction in funds and availability of support services, business as usual is no longer possible. No doubt, the Committee will discuss what this means in concrete terms for its own work during the course of the session.

Distinguished Members, 
The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies took place in Geneva from 2 to 6 June 2025. A major overarching theme addressed in considerable depth was the UN liquidity crisis and how it is impacting the effective discharge of the mandates of the treaty bodies, including through the postponement of State Party dialogues and the delays in the consideration of individual communications. They also discussed  how to create synergies between human rights mechanisms as well as regional mechanisms, the progress made on the alignment of their working methods and practices and the implementation by the treaty bodies of the Guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies (the Addis Ababa guidelines (A/67/222) and of the Guidelines against Intimidation or Reprisals (San José Guidelines) (HRI/MC/2015/6). I understand that the Committee was ably represented by its Chair, Mr. Soh, who will no doubt brief you in greater detail.


Distinguished Members,
You have a busy agenda ahead of you, including seven State Party reviews, the consideration and adoption of ten lists of issues prior to reporting, as well as a number of individual communications under the Optional Protocol. As usual, the Committee will also hold briefings with various stakeholders, each of which in times like ours is a vital opportunity to stem the local but also global assault on human rights and their defenders.  
Distinguished Members,
During this time of profound crisis, when the basic norms of common understanding and peaceful coexistence are being called into question, we need to work together as a united front and one voice for peace, democracy and respect for human rights.

With my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session, I thank you for your attention. 
***

___________
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