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	[bookmark: _Toc354402755][bookmark: _Toc518998911][bookmark: _Toc92095991][bookmark: _Toc92096007][bookmark: _Toc92098571][bookmark: _Toc92100981]SUMMARY OF THE SUBMISSION
This submission to the Human Rights Committee (CCPR) on Denmark highlights violations of the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (the Covenant) subsequent to the adoption of the list of issues to be taken up in connection with consideration of the 144th report of Denmark.
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Denmark and as a worldwide organization respectfully request the Government of Denmark to:
(1) [bookmark: _Hlk92119162]Ensure that competent individuals can exercise the right to make personal medical decisions without imposition of unwanted interventions;
(2) Ensure that religious freedom is protected by increasing efforts to reduce threats, physical attacks, verbal abuse and acts of vandalism against Jehovah’s Witnesses and their properties;
(3) Ensure media outlets and organizations that oppose religious minorities are held accountable for hate speech spread by false, misleading, inflammatory and potentially damaging reports about Jehovah’s Witnesses;
(4) Abide by its commitment to uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Covenant for all citizens, including Jehovah’s Witnesses.


I. [bookmark: _Toc92095992][bookmark: _Toc92096008][bookmark: _Toc92098572][bookmark: _Toc92100982]INTRODUCTION
1. The European Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses is a charity registered in the United Kingdom. It provides support to Jehovah’s Witnesses facing fundamental human rights violations in various parts of the world.
2. Jehovah’s Witnesses are a well-established Christian denomination who have been active in Denmark for more than 130 years. They registered a legal association in 1932, were accepted as a recognized religious community in 1970, and currently have more than 14,500 active adherents in the country, with some 20,000 attending their peaceful meetings for worship. 
3. Despite their long-established history and legal status, Jehovah’s Witnesses are currently facing challenges to their basic religious rights as detailed below.
4. Media organizations continue to publish misinformation and to make false and defamatory accusations against Jehovah’s Witnesses and their beliefs, amounting to hate speech. This environment has coincided with an increase in verbal and physical threats from members of the public and appears to have had a negative influence on how Jehovah’s Witnesses are perceived by government representatives. 
5. During 2024, the branch office of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Scandinavia registered a 70% increase in hate crimes in Denmark, which peaked in the latter part of the year. The peak coincided with false and defamatory reporting in the tabloid Ekstra Bladet that included at least 31 derogatory articles published between 14 August 2024 and 28 January 2025. Some of these articles falsely alleged that Jehovah’s Witnesses do not comply with the duty contained in Danish legislation to report cases of child abuse. This derogatory reporting, filled with inaccuracies and distorted information, and apparently fuelled by dissatisfied former Witnesses, motivated the Minister for Cities and Rural Areas, Ecclesiastical Affairs and Nordic Cooperation, Mr. Morten Dahlin, to initiate a supervisory investigation of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
II. [bookmark: _Hlk92094902][bookmark: _Toc92095993][bookmark: _Toc92096009][bookmark: _Toc92098573][bookmark: _Toc92100983]VIOLATIONS OF PROVISIONS OF THE COVENANT
Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (article 18), right of peaceful assembly and association (articles 21 and 22), right to respect for private life and right to liberty (articles 9 and 17) 
1. Threats and Physical Assaults
6. On 27 January 2024, two Jehovah’s Witnesses in Skagen were engaged in peaceful religious activity as protected by article 18(1), (3) of the Covenant by sharing their beliefs from door to door with those who were willing to converse. A resident punched one of the male Witnesses in the face. The incident was not reported to the police.
7. On 27 April 2024, two Jehovah’s Witnesses in Skælskør were peacefully sharing their beliefs from door to door with those who were willing to converse. A resident angrily told the Witnesses to leave his property. As they were leaving, the homeowner followed them, punched one of them twice and kicked him in the back. The resident threatened: “If you ever show up here again, I will kill you.” The incident was reported to the police.
8. On 6 June 2024, in Aarhus, a man approached two Jehovah’s Witnesses who were standing by a portable literature cart displaying religious literature. The man shouted and accused them of “false beliefs,” after which he physically assaulted one of the Witnesses. The incident was reported to the police. 
9. On 8 June 2024, in Hobro, one of Jehovah’s Witnesses who had made a telephone call to share positive thoughts from the Bible was threatened by the recipient, who stated, “If you call again, I’ll cut your head off.” The police filed a report but did not initiate an investigation.
10. On 12 June 2024, the administrative office of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Holbæk was informed that a former Witness had sent messages to his ex-wife in which he made death threats against a congregation elder (pastor) in Copenhagen. The former Witness also threatened to visit the office in Holbæk in order to do “something bad”. Jehovah’s Witnesses in Copenhagen have tried to report the perpetrator, but the police referred them to the man’s ex-wife, stating that as the victim, she must file the report.
11. On 18 July 2024, in Vejle, two of Jehovah’s Witnesses attempted to share an encouraging thought from the Bible with a householder, using a building intercom. The man who answered threatened the Witnesses and shouted, “If someone visits me one more time, I will come to your Kingdom Hall [place of worship] and [curse word] kill everyone!” The incident was not reported to the police because the Witnesses learned that the perpetrator had died.
12. On 6 September 2024, in Vanløse, on two occasions a woman emptied a bottle of water over a portable literature cart that was being used to offer members of the public free Bible-based literature, damaging the literature. A few days later, on 13 September 2024, the same woman emptied a bottle of ketchup over the literature cart and said, “Do you want to see blood?” The police did not file a report but said that they would patrol the area more frequently.
13. On 23 September 2024, in Roskilde, a man approached Jehovah’s Witnesses who were using literature carts to peacefully offer free Bible-based literature to the public. He shouted, screamed and vandalized the carts. The police were informed.
14. On 12 October 2024, in Brøndby, two of Jehovah’s Witnesses rang a doorbell while sharing their beliefs with people who were willing to converse. Someone threw a glass object from an apartment above, which hit a 65-year-old female Witness. The incident was not reported to the police.
15. On 2 November 2024, in Kolding, a man attempted to hit one of two Witnesses who had knocked on his door and who offered to share an encouraging thought from the Bible. He threatened to kill them. The police were contacted, but they stated that they were already familiar with the perpetrator. No formal report was filed.
2. Defamatory Media Reports
16. On 29 January 2024, in a report on the web page of TV2 Østjylland, a former Witness stated that she had started an association called Livs Anker (Life Anchor) to help others who have broken out of “controlling communities”. The interviewee, who has not been one of Jehovah’s Witnesses for some 26 years, misrepresented their Bible-based practice of removing unrepentant wrongdoers from the faith and falsely claimed: “It is everything from taking an education to being properly implemented in the labour market, or taking care of your children. You lack a network to be a family around; it has an impact on a lot of things.”
17. On 5 March 2024, an article published in the Danish newspaper Kristeligt Dagblad featured comments from a former Witness in connection with the Oslo District Court decision confirming loss of both registration and State grants for Jehovah’s Witnesses in Norway.[footnoteRef:1] The article alleged: “[A] steering committee has already been set up in Denmark to work to ensure that Jehovah’s Witnesses also lose their approval in our country for the same reason that the judge in Norway has reached.” [1:  The decision was reversed by a unanimous decision of the Appeal Court of Borgarting on 14 March 2025.] 

18. On 11 March 2024, a live programme entitled Ring til regeringen (Call the Government) was aired on DR P1, the Danish National Broadcaster’s main radio channel. The Minister for Cities and Rural Areas, Ecclesiastical Affairs and Nordic Cooperation, Mr. Morten Dahlin, was available to answer questions from listeners. A former Witness called and made a number of false and defamatory accusations against Jehovah’s Witnesses, prompting negative comments from the Minister. The programme host then stated: “It sounds like Jehovah’s Witnesses can look forward to not being recognized … if you mean that, then you have also said that Jehovah’s Witnesses do not have a place as a recognized religious community.” The Minister responded: “It is an administrative law decision that I cannot make on the radio.” He then further commented: “I will tighten up the requirements… I also believe that some unhealthy religious life takes place, and I don’t think they should be allowed to do that with the State behind them.” 
19. During the same programme, another former Witness stated that he was involved “in setting up an association called Eftertro (After Faith) to support individuals leaving religious organizations.” 
20. The above comments from former Witnesses and the Minister were publicized by several other media outlets in Denmark.
21. On 14 March 2024, a follow-up article was published on DR’s news section. 
22. In an effort to correct the disinformation, Jehovah’s Witnesses requested a meeting with Minister Dahlin, who had not received objective input. This was declined on 10 April 2024.
23.  Between 14 August 2024 and 28 January 2025, the popular national tabloid Ekstra Bladet published at least 31 defamatory articles about Jehovah’s Witnesses. The articles contained serious false accusations, including claims that paedophiles are protected within the congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses, that the religious community does not comply with Danish legislation, that Jehovah’s Witnesses fail to meet the legal duty to report certain criminal acts, that the faith community exercises “negative social control” and that Jehovah’s Witnesses have a parallel legal system. The articles present a seriously distorted image of the view of Jehovah’s Witnesses toward sexual orientation, marriage and divorce, child rearing, blood transfusions, the handling of donated funds, and more.
24. Articles that appeared in September 2024 led the Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs to initiate a supervisory investigation of Jehovah’s Witnesses on 25 September 2024. The Witnesses first learned of this in the media. On 3 and 25 October 2024, they requested a meeting with Minister Dahlin, but the request was declined on 8 November. Jehovah’s Witnesses have not received any additional information on the progress of the investigation.
25. The inaccurate reporting received wide circulation, and the false allegations were echoed by reputable national outlets such as DR, TV2 and Kristeligt Dagblad.
26. The reporting attracted the attention of Government officials. On 25 September 2024, the standing Committee on Social Affairs asked the Minister of Justice: “Will the Minister explain what knowledge we have about Jehovah’s Witnesses in relation to reporting child abuse, cf. the article ‘Expert on Jehovah’s Witnesses:– They should not be a recognized religious community,’ published in Ekstra Bladet on 23 September 2024?”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Parliamentary Question 690, 25 September 2024, Karina Lorentzen Dehnhardt (SF)] 

27. [bookmark: _Hlk195015115]On 27 September 2024, Member of Parliament Ms. Theresa Berg Andersen asked the Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs: “Does the Minister consider it acceptable that parallel legal systems exist, as is the case with Jehovah’s Witnesses, according to the article ‘Anita subjected to domestic violence: “Court” of Jehovah rejected reporting to the police,’ Ekstra Bladet, September 23, 2024? . . . Ekstra Bladet reports that Jehovah’s Witnesses have their own internal court, and that a victim in a case of domestic violence was advised against contacting the police. Instead, the person was recommended to read Bible verses aloud, according to ‘Anita subjected to domestic violence: “Court” of Jehovah rejected reporting to the police,’ Ekstra Bladet, September 23, 2024. Will the Minister, based on Ekstra Bladet’s revelations about Jehovah’s Witnesses, initiate a concrete investigation?” None of those concerned had contacted Jehovah’s Witnesses to ascertain whether there was a factual basis to the allegations.
28. On 30 October 2024, after a distorted and highly defamatory article was published in Ekstra Bladet, the standing Committee on Social Affairs sent to the Minister of the Interior and Health three questions regarding blood transfusion and Jehovah’s Witnesses. For example, the Committee asks: “The Minister is asked to clarify whether the Minister is aware of any cases where children who are part of the Jehovah’s Witnesses community in Denmark have refused to receive blood from another person despite the recommendations of healthcare professionals? Reference is made to the article ‘JEHOVAS VIDNER HYLDEDE DØD DRENG’ [English: ’JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES PRAISED DEAD BOY],’ Ekstra Bladet, October 28, 2024.” The Minister replied: “I am not aware of any specific cases where children have refused to receive blood, other than the case mentioned in the article.” Both the Committee and the Minister manifestly relied on sensationalised reporting found in a tabloid newspaper as a basis for their information. Jehovah’s Witnesses were not contacted by either the Committee or the Minister.
29. On 13 December 2024, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Denmark sent a complaint about a selection of articles published in Ekstra Bladet to the Danish Media Council. Their decision is still pending.
30. The supervisory investigation conducted by the Ministry for Cities and Rural Areas, Ecclesiastical Affairs and Nordic Cooperation remains pending. Jehovah’s Witnesses have not been informed when a decision will be made public.
3. Vandalism and Arson
31. [bookmark: _Toc92095994][bookmark: _Toc92096010][bookmark: _Toc92098574][bookmark: _Toc92100984]On 26 December 2023, one of Jehovah’s Witnesses received a threatening text message from an unknown number. During the next four weeks, the family of this Witness found the tyres of their car deliberately punctured on three different occasions. Using the phone number from which the text message originated, the family found the following comments on the apparent perpetrator’s Facebook account: “The next time the Jehovah’s Witnesses come, someone will die.” The incident was reported to police.
32. On 31 December 2023, an explosive device destroyed the mailbox and damaged the entrance gate of the administrative office of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Holbæk. Additional explosives were also found, and the incident was reported to police.
33. On 9 November 2024, at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Nakskov, an unknown perpetrator shattered glass and damaged an emergency exit by throwing a paving stone. The incident was reported to the police, but they later closed the investigation because of lack of evidence.
III. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
34. Jehovah’s Witnesses in Denmark and as a worldwide organization express concern about the human rights violations exposed in this submission. They respectfully request the Government of Denmark to take the necessary steps to:
(1) Ensure that competent individuals can exercise the right to make personal medical decisions without imposition of unwanted interventions;
(2) Ensure that religious freedom is protected by increasing efforts to reduce threats, physical attacks, verbal abuse and acts of vandalism against Jehovah’s Witnesses and their properties;
(3) Ensure media outlets and organizations that oppose religious minorities are held accountable for hate speech spread by false, misleading, inflammatory and potentially damaging reports about Jehovah’s Witnesses;
(4) Abide by its commitment to uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Covenant for all citizens, including Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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