
Thank you, Madame Chair, 
Dear honourable delegation of Estonia, 
On behalf of the entire Committee, I would like to express my gratitude to all of you, for a very constructive and interactive dialogue on the implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities and the obligations under the UN Convention in Estonia.
As I country rapporteur I have a privilege to provide you with some ad hoc observations and recommendations.
As country rapporteur, I congratulate the State Party of Estonia for making efforts to advance the Convention, in partnership with organizations of persons with disabilities, and the progress in accessibility and the reforms to promote employment of persons with disabilities. 
I do believe that the commitment made by the government of Estonia to domesticate the Convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities is robust and sustainable.
However, many elements of the medical model of disability still persist in Estonia, especially when it comes to civil and political rights, such as individual autonomy, liberty and security. 
Attitudinal barriers, including the terminology, used throughout the dialogue, show that persons with disabilities are still considered subjects of “special needs”, when in fact the rights of persons with disabilities to freedom, equality and social inclusion are not special needs.
 It is concerning, that persons with disabilities, especially with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities, may still be deprived of right to freedom through the deprivation of their legal capacity and of the right to make their own decisions, and congregated settings, such as the family-like group homes continue being implemented despite its discriminatory effects. 
The substitute decision making regime may be imposed to them on the grounds of their impairment, they may be subjected to involuntary medical treatment and detention in mental health facilities. 
These provisions perpetuate the medical model of disability and drive system to towards paternalistic approach instead of implementing the human rights model of disability, as provided within the Convention.
The CRPD Convention as a human rights treaty, enshrines the human rights model of disability, which aims to ensure freedom, equality, non-discrimination and full social inclusion to all persons with disabilities.  
A continuous and comprehensive process to review the State party’s legislation, policies, and practices, in particular, societal attitudes towards persons with disabilities, could really support the implementation of the Convention. 
A comprehensive strategy that upholds all rights of persons with disabilities, establishes the supported decision making as a right with no exceptions for living independently and access to various forms of personal assistance in the community, and advance equal access to all services and facilities for the general population to all persons with disabilities, could really make a change, in line with the human rights model of disability. 
Allow me to recall the importance of the Committee’s General Comments as a tool for States parties to rely on. 
General comments describe and explain what the provisions of the Convention mean in practice, and what measures are necessary for implementing the obligations of the Convention. 
I do hope that our Concluding observations will support you in revising the policies, legislations and regulations that concern all persons with disabilities, equally, will support you in making the human rights standards for all persons with disabilities in Estonia, that they have decent life in the inclusive society of Estonia on equal bases with others. 
We do trust in your commitment.
Thank you once again and I wish you stay safe and well.
