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Update on the work of UNHCR in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities 
Chair, distinguished members of the Committee,
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, would like to thank the Committee for this opportunity to provide an update on our work in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities living in forced displacement and situations of statelessness. 
Despite an urgent appeal from the U.N. Secretary-General on 23 March 2020 calling for a global ceasefire to address the pandemic, new displacement has not halted in 2020. As the year closed, it can be estimated that 12 million people with disabilities are forcibly displaced by persecution, violence and human rights violations, closing “a decade of displacement”.  
The health and socioeconomic impact of COVID-19 has weighed heavily on the world’s most at risk, including forcibly displaced persons with disabilities. Evidence shared by our operations show that the socioeconomic impact that pandemic-related job losses, school dropouts and deprivation worldwide are disproportionally hitting people with disabilities, with some countries reporting 90% of households with members with disabilities being food insecure.
UNCHR would like to call Member States to ensure access to COVID vaccinations to persons with disabilities who are refugees, asylum-seekers, returnees, internally displaced, or statelessness persons, and to ensure their access to post-COVID-19 recovery efforts.
We would like to underscore UNHCR’s commitment to the protection and assistance of refugee, asylum-seekers, returnees, stateless people and IDPs with disabilities. UNHCR will continue to strengthen its performance against the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy through a 5-year action plan on Disability Inclusion, which will be implemented in collaboration with its new partner, the International Disability Alliance, recognizing the critical role of organizations of persons with disabilities as key partners in disability inclusion. 
We thank the Committee for the opportunity to present on these recent developments and initiatives, and we look forward to our continued collaboration with you to advance the promotion and protection of the rights of all persons with disabilities.
Thank you.
