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Mr. Chair
Distinguished Members of the Committee
Ladies and Gentlemen
 
Talofa lava and greetings to you all. It is my privilege to address the Committee on behalf of the Government of Samoa, to present our initial report on the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. This interactive dialogue provides an important opportunity for Samoa to share our progress, reflect on remaining challenges, and engage with the Committee on strengthening protection for all persons against enforced disappearance. 

Samoa is a Small Island Developing State with a population of over 200,000 people. Our national vision is to become an empowered, inclusive, and resilient nation where no one is left behind, including protection of human rights. This vision is guided by our Fa’asamoa which emphasizes respect and collective responsibility for communities, embedded in our governance structure and further anchored in our Christian faith and traditions.

Samoa ratified the Convention on 27 November 2018 without reservations, demonstrating our commitment to ensure that enforced disappearance is prevented, criminalized, and addressed appropriately through our national legal framework.
Several government agencies share responsibility for implementation of the Convention, including the Ministry of Police, Prisons and Correctional Services, the Ministry of Justice and Courts Administration, the Office of the Attorney General, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. We also benefit from the oversight of the Office of the Ombudsman, which conducts regular inspections of detention facilities.
We recognise the important role of civil society and community organisations in preventing and addressing enforced disappearance. The Samoa Victims Support Group and the Samoa Umbrella for Non-Governmental Organisations actively contribute to monitoring and raising awareness on human rights protections. In Samoa, human rights protection, including the prevention of enforced disappearance is not seen as the responsibility of government alone, but  a shared communal duty.
Our report outlines the constitutional and legislative protections already in place within Samoa’s legal framework. Furthermore, our responses to the Committee’s List of Issues provide detailed information on the legal and institutional measures set in place to prevent enforced disappearance.
At present, Samoa has not recorded any confirmed cases of enforced disappearance. The Government, however, considers prevention essential and we have established safeguard measures through criminal legislation, individual oversight bodies, and judicial protections. 

Legal framework
While Samoa does not yet have a standalone law domesticating the Convention, our Constitution remains the supreme law of the land. It guarantees the independence of the judiciary and separation of powers between the legislative, executive, and judiciary branches. It further sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms recognized by Samoa such as the right to life, personal liberty, fair trial, freedom from inhuman treatment, and freedom from arbitrary detention. These constitutional protections form the backbone of our implementation of the Convention.
Several pieces of legislation provide for protections against enforced disappearance, including the Crimes Act 2013, the Criminal Procedure Act 2016, the Extradition Act 1974, the Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters Act 2007, and the Prisons and Corrections Act 2013, among others. These laws ensure that arrests are conducted lawfully, detainees are brought promptly before a judicial authority, access to legal counsel is guaranteed, and those in detention are treated with dignity and are able to communicate with families in accordance with their allowed privileges.
The International Criminal Court Act 2007 criminalizes enforced disappearance as a crime against humanity. The Act provides for severe penalties, including life imprisonment. This ensures that enforced disappearance is not only prohibited in principle, but punishable in practice, without limitation, and subject to the full force of criminal law.
Institutions and Oversight
The Office of the Ombudsman serves as Samoa’s National Human Rights Institution and has the mandate to investigate complaints against public authorities, law enforcement officials, and government entities. In addition, the Samoa Police Service have a Professional Standards Unit that provide further oversight by investigating complaints against police officers in relation to misconduct or neglect of duty. To date, no complaints relating to enforced disappearance have been received, reflecting the absence of reported cases within Samoa. 
Investigation and Cooperation
Crimes against humanity, including enforced disappearance, have no limitation period under Samoa’s legal framework. Any allegation would be investigated under our criminal procedure laws. Foreign detainees are guaranteed consular access, and Samoa has legal systems for extradition and mutual legal assistance to support cooperation with international partners.
Prevention and Detention 
Persons deprived of liberty in Samoa are afforded a range of safeguards, including the right to family visits and communication, access to complaint mechanisms, accurate detention records, and access to information regarding their detention. Extradition may be lawfully refused where there is a risk of discrimination, political persecution, or other forms of unfair treatment, reflecting Samoa’s commitment to uphold the rights and protections of all individuals.
Training and Awareness
Samoa provides human rights training to police and prison officers, ensuring awareness of fundamental protections. While specific training on enforced disappearance remains limited, Samoa recognizes its importance and intends to strengthen this area as resources allow, in line with our obligations under the Convention.
Victims’ Rights
Our national legal framework allows for victims’ reparations, including compensation and rehabilitation. Although these provisions have not yet been applied due to the absence of cases, they provide a clear mechanism to ensure accountability and support for any future victims.
Protection of Children
While Samoa does not currently have comprehensive legislation specifically addressing enforced disappearance of children, we have existing laws that criminalize kidnapping, unlawful detention, and the concealment of identity. Courts are required to prioritize the best interests of the child in all decisions, ensuring that the protection of children remains central to our legal processes.
Excellencies,
Samoa presents this report not as a final achievement, but as a reflection of progress and a commitment to continuous improvement. We view this dialogue as an opportunity to strengthen our legal and institutional measures, enhance prevention, and ensure accountability for all persons under our protection. We welcome the Committee’s constructive guidance and will carefully consider its recommendations, in accordance with our constitutional processes and national priorities.
Despite the challenges faced as a small island developing state, Samoa is committed to promoting and protecting human rights in line with our national priorities, cultural values and international obligations.
In closing, allow me to reaffirm Samoa’s unwavering commitment to upholding the principles and obligations of the Convention. We stand ready to engage constructively with the distinguished members of the Committee and to respond to your questions.
We look forward to a successful review. 
Thank you.
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