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PRESENT SITUATION OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS OF RURAL WOMEN IN ARGENTINA, GRAN CHACO REGION AND PUNA
The present Shadow Report is intended to describe the current situation of rural women's rights of peasants and indigenous women in the Puna and Gran Chaco Region of Argentina in particular, especially with regards to compliance with the International Agreement (or Covenant) on Economic, Social and Cultural rights (ICESCR).             
This report is particularly important in view of the current alarming situation in Argentina.  The National Institute of Statistics and Census of Argentina informed that the poverty index in Argentina reached 25.7% in the year 2017. In fact, the government expects a further increase of up to 29% for the year 2018, according to the Social Debt Observatory of the Catholic University of Argentina.
The testimony and life experience provided by the women in the Gran Chaco and Puma Regions have been of utmost importance for preparing the present document, taking into account the statements made by women from the Chaco Region,  and key persons from Universities, Religious Institutions and Non-Governmental Organizations.  The report  refers to some of the rights expressed in articles 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,14 y 15 (ICESCR).
Art. 1: Access to Natural Resources: difficulty in the access, use and organization of land, water and land ownership.
Art. 2.1: Budget: the report shows how the budgetary situation has been deteriorating since 2009 up to the present.  With an increased negative impact since 2015, affecting areas with greatest impact on the lives of peasant and indigenous women 
Art. 2.2: Discrimination: refers to the discrimination peasant women suffer just for being women and also because public policies don’t take into account their ancestral knowledge, language, geographical isolation, having said issues direct impact on their access to other fundamental rights such as health, the National Identity Document, and other rights.
Art. 3: Gender Inequality: women from rural areas suffer from different types of discrimination, especially due to their status as women: sexual child abuse, physical, psychological and sexual violence and the lack of appropriate public policies for facing this problem.
Art. 6 y 7: Unemployment and job insecurity: in this point the report refers to the worsening of rural unemployment aggravated by the dismantling of support programs for family farming and high job insecurity in terms of social security, wages and working conditions.
Art. 9: Inadequate access to social security: peasant women and indigenous people in isolated rural areas have numerous difficulties in gaining access to social security benefits for being far away from governmental offices or due to the non-availability of said state offices. The new Social Security law has severely damaged the income of retired people and pensioners. What’s more, the government does not seem to be willing to deal with gender perspective in this type of legislation in the near future.
Art. 10: Lack of protection and assistance to motherhood: the report shows that health benefits, assistance and controls for pregnant women are not accessible in rural areas and that there is not even control of child or adolescent labour.
Art. 11: Food, water and housing:The main problems related to food sovereignty mainly concern serious difficulties to access to potable water or used for sanitation and production and lack of access to adequate housing.

Art. 12: Health: the report indicates that in the great majority of territories there is a lack of adequate infrastructure, supplies and medical assistance to guarantee access to public health services. On the other hand there is a deterioration of environmental health and violation of living conditions.
Art. 13 and 14: Education: here the report refers to the difficulties of rural youth to access secondary school, the non-implementation of Bilingual and Intercultural Education as well as the deficient and irregular implementation of the Sexual Education Law Integral (ESI).

Art. 15: Culture: patriarchal cultural patterns, invisible ancestral knowledge, dis-value of rurality and poor access to communication and new knowledge are the main problems pointed out in this article.
