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Opening statement by State Secretary Pernilla Baralt, Government of Sweden, 
at the 58th session in Geneva of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Honourable Chair, 
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
NGO representatives
Ladies and gentlemen,

As the State Secretary to the Minister of Children, Elderly and Gender Equality, it is a great honour and a privilege for me to be here today for a review and dialogue on the convention of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. It is a valuable opportunity to learn, make progress but also to increase and spread knowledge on the convention.

To assist me I have a high level and broad delegation which reflects the importance that Swedish Government attaches to the convention. They represent different Ministries that are all actively involved in the implementation and follow up of the convention.  

Distinguished experts, 
Members of the committee
In my opening statement I would like to highlight some recent developments regarding the implementation of the Convention as well as to inform you on some of the key priorities of my government which entered office in September 2014  - jobs, education and the environment as well as social cohesion and gender equality 

Let me however first express the Swedish government’s great appreciation and support for the commendable work carried out by the committee. 

Together, we need to make sure that the convention, as well as your recommendations and concluding observations 
are known.  
The Government of Sweden is fully committed to human rights obligations. This is especially important in times of conflicts and large migration when the rights of vulnerable groups such as women and girls risk being violated. 

Sweden is an open and inclusive society based on diversity and equal opportunities. It is a society in which human rights and democracy are fundamental values. There is, however, always room for improvement and this is why we also welcome this opportunity to be reviewed. 
	
Since the last dialogue with the CESCR committee in 2008 important changes have been taking place. 

In September 2014 a new social democrat green government took office and important reforms are underway in the areas of the labour market, education, climate change and equal opportunities

Over the last years and social and economic gaps have widened. My government is determined to change this. We believe in a Sweden that we build together, where everyone women and men, girls and boys, persons with different abilities can participate and contribute. A society where we feel responsible for each other. Where we invest in and develop the Swedish welfare model.

Members of the committee

I represent a feminist government. 

It means that we want to achieve gender equality, both in our national and in our international work. Women and men must have equal power to shape society and their own lives. It is a question about rights, representation and resources. Therefore we have introduced gender budgeting in our national budget procedure.  

This autumn the Swedish government will also present a new policy on gender equality. 
Promoting and protecting the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all is a central priority for the Swedish government. 
To further enhance our work an investigator has been instructed to propose a law on the incorporation of the Convention of the rights of the child. The report has been submitted to the Government 11 march 2016 and is now in a consultation process.
The Swedish Government has also appointed a Human Rights Ambassador to give even a greater focus of Human Rights, democracy and the rule of law. 

In order to strengthen the systematic work for human rights in Sweden, the Government will deliver a strategy for the systematic work for human rights in Sweden. One important part is the proposal to Parliament to establish an independent national human rights institution in conformity with the Paris Principles.
Honourable members of the committee

International cooperation is crucial to strengthen economic, social and cultural rights. 

And even though we face many challenges we now have a common and universal development agenda to gather around. 

Social development plays an important role in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Reducing inequalities is fundamental to achieving the overall objective of the agenda. 

It is our government’s firm belief that the effective and universal implementation of the 2030 Agenda requires efforts at all levels, and across all sectors as well as NGO’s. The Swedish government is committed to lead by example.

Members of the Committee

Sweden was developed by employer/trade union cooperation, industrial competence, entrepreneurship and thorough investments in a strong welfare system. Today we strive to develop our model further in order to adapt to a changing world and new demands to make sure that social divides does not grow.

We are convinced that the global crisis of the refugee situation requires a response built on solidarity and burden sharing. 

In Sweden we received more than 160 000 asylum applicants in 2015, of which about 35 000 were unaccompanied minors. 

We stand up for the international right of asylum and know that this poses both a challenge but also a great opportunity to our country. 

We need the potential and the skills of the people who have recently arrived in our country.  We need to ensure that the women and men, boys and girls can be established in the Swedish society as quickly as possible. This is vital for successful integration and for a positive social and economic development.

Members of the Committee

All forms of discrimination have to be eliminated. This is one of the key human rights objectives of my Government and a continuing process.  
We believe that an effective and comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation is necessary in order to combat actions that directly or indirectly violate the principle of equality of all people. 

We also need to secure the rights of the national minorities. The national minorities must be able to attain equal rights and opportunities. The Government is currently preparing a review of the Act on National Minorities and National Minority Languages.  

Related to this, a national plan against racism and hate crimes will be presented. It will focus on racism in general as well as on different forms of racism such as afrophobia, anti-Semitism, antiziganism, islamophobia, homo-and transphobia and racism against the Sami people.

Let me turn to the rights and opportunities for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons. Efforts are carried out through a number of initiatives in various sectors of society. One key priority is to prevent violence against these persons.  Another priority is awareness raising among young persons on LGBT equality
Members of the Committee

Good health is not evenly distributed among the population. This has largely to do with the fact that people live under different socioeconomic conditions. The Swedish Government has therefore appointed a commission for equitable health, with the goal to close avoidable health gaps within one generation. 

Members of the committee
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Let me turn to the issue of violence against women. In order to reach the goal to end men’s violence against women, the Government is preparing a new national strategy in this area. 
It will be guided by a set of objectives and indicators to enable improved evaluation and follow up of results. 

It will focus on prevention measures involving schools, counselling centres for perpetrators and rehabilitation programmes for male offenders, provided by the Prison and Probation Service. Furthermore, the Government has allocated more than EUR 10 million per year to women’s shelter organisations, 

Another important group vulnerable to violence are persons with disabilities. 

The Swedish Government has a Disability policy that is based on the principals of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

The overall objective of the Swedish disability policy is to create a society without obstacles to participation and where there are equal living conditions for all.  A new national disability strategy will be presented to follow up on the present strategy that ends in 2016.  It will take the recommendations from the Convention of the rights of persons with disabilities CRPD.

Members of the Committee

To have a job and an income is crucial for social, cultural and economic rights. My government believes that no one should have to begin their adult life in unemployment and has set a goal to have the lowest unemployment in the EU by 2020.

It is our firm conviction that a successful fight against unemployment among adults and youths requires a broad mobilisation and cooperation among the social partners, municipalities and county councils, the private business sector and civil society organisations.

Combatting youth unemployment is one of our Government’s most important issues. This includes special support for job seekers with disabilities in the process of finding and keeping a job as well as financial support for employers. 

To enable more young people including the newly arrived, to enter the labor market, the Government is investing in trainee jobs and education contracts that will encourage young people to complete upper secondary education.

Another area of concern is that far too many foreign born women are still outside the labour market. Achieving better results in this area is vital for a successful integration and for economic growth.

Distinguished experts, 
Members of the committee,

Education is crucial. It enables children to claim and defend their rights and to achieve their full potential. 

Every child should be given a fair chance at school. This is why we want to make sure that every pupil gets the time and support they need from their teachers. 

Our government has therefore taken a number of initiatives to strengthen the quality of education for all pupils and students, girls and boys, and making it more equivalent. This includes for example early interventions to make sure that no child is left behind. 

According to the Education Act, all children shall have equal access to education in the national school system. This includes children with disabilities. 

Distinguished experts, members of the committee

We live in a time when all countries have to return to our core values of humanism, democracy and inclusion. Equal access to information is fundamental.  Access to culture is also vital for citizens to actively participate in cultural and social life. 

The Swedish Government pays particular attention to the cultural rights of children and young people.  Accessibility for people with disabilities has also been improved,

The Swedish government considers that equal access to our shared cultural heritage should be seen as a democratic right and that it is important for as many people as possible to feel that the museums are there for them. We have therefore decided to have free admission to most of the state museums as from the first of February this year.

Through open and fair compensation and support systems, opportunities are given for cultural actors to develop their creativity and make a living from their artistic activity.
Members of the Committee

To conclude:

During the preparations leading up to the periodic report as well as to this dialogue, the Swedish Government has met with representatives from civil society.

I want to stress that the Swedish Government greatly appreciates the important work done by the representatives of civil society. They play a vital role in promoting equality and respect for the economic, social, and cultural rights.

Mr Chair, 
Members of the Committee, 

Thank you for your attention.

We are now prepared to answer your questions to the best of our ability. 
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