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Madame la Présidente, 
Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du comité, 
Mesdames et Messieurs

Au nom du Secrétaire général des Nations unies, j'ai le plaisir de vous souhaiter la bienvenue à la cent quarante et unième session du Comité des droits de l'homme.
Permettez-moi tout d'abord de féliciter chaleureusement les membres qui ont été réélus lors de la 40e réunion des États parties au Pacte international relatif aux droits civils et politiques, le 29 mai 2024 à New York, à savoir Mme Wafaa Ashraf Moharram Bassim, M. Mahjoub El Haiba, M. Changrok Soh, M. Imeru Tamerat Yigezu, et vous-même, Mme la présidente. Je vous souhaite à   toutes et à tous beaucoup de succès dans la poursuite de votre travail au sein du comité. 
Madam Chair, Distinguished Members,
The multiple crises affecting our globe today weigh heavily on our minds and hearts as we open a new session of the Committee. We live in an increasingly polarized world in every sense of the term. Extremism continues to rise, manifesting in dehumanizing hate speech, discrimination, and violence, fuelled by a steep increase in inequality. According to Oxfam, 60 percent of humanity—equivalent to 4.8 billion people—has grown poorer since 2019. Nearly two-thirds of the new wealth created between December 2019 and December 2021 went to the richest 1 percent. 
In times like these human rights mechanisms, including this Committee play a vital role in protecting rights. Indeed, these mechanisms reflect back to States their human rights records. More than that, they recommend ways for States to improve their efforts, rectify what has gone wrong, and bring justice to victims. The potential for meaningful change that the human rights mechanisms can bring about was highlighted by the High Commissioner for Human Rights when he addressed the Human Rights Council two weeks ago. He stated that “the international and regional human rights systems, despite significant constraints, continue to deliver for people. Human rights treaty bodies have been groundbreaking on many issues.” 
The High Commissioner further noted the multiplier effects of the work of the treaty bodies. For instance, in the area of climate change, where the Human Rights Committee has indeed broken new ground with its jurisprudence, he stated that your “work is bolstered by that of regional and international courts and tribunals, such as the recent ruling by the European Court of Human Rights that States have justiciable, positive human rights obligations to protect against the growing risks of climate change”. The International Tribunal on the Law of the Sea’s Advisory Opinion on climate change is another example... as is that of a March 2024 ruling by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” which “held a State responsible for violating the right to a healthy environment and not protecting against business-related harms to the environment... These efforts give momentum—demonstrating that when the various pieces of the regional and global system reinforce each other, change is possible.”

[bookmark: _Hlk170641271]Madam Chair,
In that spirit of mutual reinforcement, allow me to refer to some developments that will be of interest to this Committee. On 25 June, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Ms. Margaret Satterthwaite, presented her second report to the Human Rights Council, in which she set out a taxonomy of Government efforts to control judicial systems. These ranged from curbing bar associations and manipulating administrative functions, to “capturing” courts and criminalising and attacking justice operators. The report also explores the key role played by the legal professionals who comprise the justice system in safeguarding democracy in the context of this year, in which nearly half the world’s population will vote. She describes the relationship between independent justice systems, the rule of law and meaningful participatory government, and the extensive challenges faced by those systems in checking the undemocratic usurpation of power. 

In addition, the Human Rights Council has before it a report of the High Commissioner addressing the impact of arms transfers on human rights, which is particularly significant given the almost 2.5 trillion USD in global military expenditure in 2023. This marks a 6.8% increase in real terms from 2022 and the steepest year-on-year rise since 2009. The report considers the crucial role of access to information, noting that the lack of transparency significantly hinders effective external oversight of arms transfer decisions. It recommends that States make available disaggregated data on approved and rejected licenses, actual arms exports, and details on the authorized end-user and end-use of arms. Additionally, it suggests sharing information on risk assessments undertaken to prevent violations of international human rights and humanitarian law. 

Another report from the High Commissioner presented to the Council focuses on conscientious objection to military service. Building on previous reports, it assesses how States recognize the right to conscientious objection in their domestic laws, the procedures for obtaining such status, and the ongoing challenges. The report also addresses the difficulties conscientious objectors face in achieving refugee status for reasons of conscience in some countries and the various practices regarding alternatives to military service. It recommends that States recognize the right to conscientious objection within their legal systems, accept claims of conscientious objection without inquiry, adhere to the principle of non-refoulement concerning conscientious objectors from other countries, and foster a culture of respect for conscientious objection to military service.

Madam Chair,
As you know, the Chairpersons of the Human Rights treaty bodies have just completed their 36th annual meeting in New York, during which they had important meetings with Secretary-General and other seniors UN officials, engaged with civil society and had a comprehensive exchange with Member States. As your Vice-Chair Mr Santos Pais will no doubt brief you, the Chairs made important progress in terms of aligning working methods and worked to enlarge support for the implementation of the treaty body strengthening process. At a well-attended meeting with Member States, the Chairs advocated strongly for resources to implement the predictable review schedule and other key proposals, and also highlighted the negative impact that the liquidity crisis has had on your work. We hope that the Chairs’ decisive engagement will yield positive, concrete results, including through a biennial GA Resolution on the treaty body system due to be adopted later this year.

Madame la Présidente, 
Permettez-moi de saisir cette occasion pour vous réassurer que nous partageons vos préoccupations concernant la crise de liquidité actuelle des Nations unies, et ses conséquences sur le travail des organes de traités. A cet égard, je voudrais répéter ici et maintenant qu’avec le soutien ferme du Haut-Commissaire, nous continuerons à explorer les voies et moyens pour la tenue de votre troisième session annuelle. Je reste positif et espère être a mesure de partager de bonnes nouvelles très prochainement. 

Madame la Présidente, Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du comité,
Conscient de la charge de travail qui vous attend, permettez-moi de conclure en vous souhaitant à tous et a toutes une session fructueuse et productive, et vous assurer du soutien total de mes collègues et de moi-même durant toute la durée de vos travaux.
Je vous remercie.
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