[image: ][image: Macintosh HD:Users:sebastienduyck:Climate Change:CIEL:Comm:NEW CIEL LOGO 2:CIEL Logo 2017 STANDARD color stacked.png][image: ]		 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary Briefing Note to the CRC Committee, for the review of Japan – January 2019	

	Japan’s current climate mitigation policy violates the obligations of the State under the Convention on the Rights of the Child as it permits the excessive emission of greenhouse gases resulting in violation of  the rights to the highest attainable standard of health, safe and drinkable water and sanitation, food and nutrition security (ICRC article 24), adequate housing and adequate standard of living (ICRC article 27), of children both in Japan and abroad.
The Committee on the Rights of the Child should ask Japan to:
· Please explain how its plans to expand coal-fired power generation and its projected heavy reliance on fossil fuel-powered electricity generation until at least 2030 is compatible with its obligations to protect the rights of children from the impacts of climate change and environmental pollution. 
· Please explain how the significant investment by Japan’s public finance institutions in fossil fuel projects outside its territory is compatible with its obligations to protect the rights of children from the impacts of climate change and environmental pollution. 



States’ obligations to protect children’s rights from the impacts of climate change:

There is strong evidence that children’s rights are threatened by the impacts of climate change, such as increased natural disasters, heatwaves, flooding, rising sea levels and resource scarcity. As recognized by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, children’s rights to health, water, sanitation, food and nutrition, housing, an adequate standard of living and to life, will be undermined if climate change continues unabated.[footnoteRef:1] Experts have warned that children are at a heightened risk due to their unique metabolism, physiology and developmental needs.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  See CRC Concluding Observations on Tuvalu (2013), Saint Lucia (2014), Jamaica (2015) and Kenya (2016). See Report by the Committee on the Rights of the Child of the 2016 Day of General Discussion: Children’s Rights and the Environment, at 29, 32 and 36.]  [2:  Analytical study on the relationship between climate change and the full and effective enjoyment of the rights of the child - Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN Doc. A/HRC/35/13; Stanley, F. & Farrant, B., ‘Climate Change and Children’s Health: A Commentary’ Children (2015), 2, 412-423; American Academy of Pediatrics, Technical report and Policy Statement on ‘Global Climate Change and Children’s Health’ (2015), http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/136/5/992?rss=1&cited-by=yes&legid=pediatrics%3Bpeds.2015-3232v1; ] 


States have legal obligations under the ICRC to take action to protect the rights and best interests of the child from the actual and foreseeable adverse impacts of climate change.[footnoteRef:3] Therefore, Japan has ICRC obligations to take steps, applying its maximum available resources, to avoid contributing to climate change and its disproportionate adverse impacts on children. Those steps include pursuing strong mitigation policies and limiting carbon emissions and support for fossil fuel. [3:  Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Analytical Study on ‘Climate change and the full and effective enjoyment of the rights of the child’, UN Doc. A/HRC/35/13.] 


Japan’s emissions reduction obligations:  

Consistent with their obligations under the ICRC and the Paris Agreement, States must ensure that they reduce emissions of greenhouse gases as rapidly as possible, applying the maximum available resources. Moreover, developed countries such as Japan are required to take the lead in achieving these emissions reductions, due to their greater responsibility for past emissions and their financial capability to take measures.

The insufficiency of Japan’s current emissions reduction targets and energy policy: 

Consistent with the findings of the IPCC and decisions adopted by governments under the UNFCCC framework, as an industrialised country Japan is required, at a minimum, to reduce its emissions by 25% to 40% below 1990 levels by 2020. 
To the contrary, Japan’s emissions have increased instead of declined. Japan’s total emissions have increased from 1,274 million tonnes CO2-eq in 1990 to 1,325 million tonnes CO2-eq in 2015. 
Further, as stated in Japan’s Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), the Government only intends to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 26% below 2013 levels by 2030. This is equivalent to a reduction of 18% below 1990 levels. If all countries adopted this level of ambition in reducing emissions, average global temperature increase would likely exceed 3°C to 4°C in the 21st century, with catastrophic consequences.

Despite being a wealthy country, Japan has not invested sufficiently in renewable energy and continues to invest heavily in fossil fuel-powered electricity generation. Japan’s planned electricity mix for 2030 which was communicated in the context of Japans NDC would still include 56% fossil fuel sources, of which 26% is coal. 

Finally, Japan’s public finance institutions continue to invest heavily in fossil fuel projects in the region and around world.  These institutions provided $38 billion in public finance for fossil fuel production from 2013 to 2014 alone. 

This summary note was prepared by Kiko Network, the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) and the Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (GI-ESCR). Please do not hesitate to contact us for any additional information: Sébastien Duyck sduyck@ciel.org (+41786966362)
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